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PREFACE 

The purpose of t his t hesis 1s to trace th e 

development of the Catholic Church in the Lake Erie 

Region beginning with the erection of the diocese 

of Bardstown, Kentucky, and ending with a view of 

the Church in Cleveland diooese in 1850. The narr&-

tive 11'111 show t he steady growth of the Churoh and 

t he influence· it has exerted on the sooial and moral 

welfare of t he souls entrusted to 1ts eare. 

The writer wishes to acknowledge her indebted­

ness to those who have alded her in the preparation 

of this work, namely, the librarians of the Public 

Libraries of Toledo and DetrOit, t he Marquette Uni­

versity I.:ibrary staff, and to Rev. Thomas )J1cAvoy, 

C.S.C., Archivist of the University of Notre Dame. 

To t he Rev. Raphael N. HamIlton, S.J., Dean of 

t he Marquette Graduate School , t he writer owes no 

small d.ebt of gratitude for his kindly guidance 

t hroughout t he oourse of t his investigation as well 

as in preparation of t he t hesis. 

},It.ay t h is paper stimulate interest in t he early 

activities In t he Lake Erie Region by recalling to \ 

mind the splendid work accompl i shed for God and the 

salvation of souls In a span of approximately flfty 

years. 

vi 
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TIm DEVELOPW!1,T OF TEE CATHOLIC yRURCR 
"' , 

I N THE LAKE ERIE REGION TO 1850 

Introduction 

The identifIcation of' the CatholIc Church with all that 

Is endurlng and true In. t he work of cul ture is a fact too 

patent for6ven her enemle:s to den,.. History records t he 

fact t hat slnee t he beginnIng of' ChristIanI ty-the Church ha.s 

been 1ntlJt.ately associated with most great cultural movements. 

Ever conscious of Christfs command IIGoing therefore, teach 

ye all natlons lJ she has not left unsound.ed any aspect of 

hUlT'..an knowledge, any department of human 11fe , or any phase 

of human actIVity. 

This concern has manifested Itself in t he study and 

developtr.ent of phUosopby, art, archl tecture, 11 tara tUX's, 

drama, oratory, sculpture, and science and from it emerged a 

western or flclasslcal cu1turefl characteristic of the Church 

itself. The institutions of the Cbur'oh are products of th.is 

cul ture which 

nis essentially t he culture of' Greece, 
inherited. from t he Greeks by t he Romans, 
transfused 'by t he Fa. t hera. o.f the Church 
with t he religiOUS teachings o£ Christi­
anity, and progressively enlarged by 
countless numbers of arti sts, writers, 
scientists and philosophers from t he 
beginning of t he Middle Ages up to the 1 
f irst t hird of t he nineteenth century." 

1. Wal tor Li ppmann , ItEduoa tion W1.thout Culture, n The Common­
weal_, 1941, 33:323 . 



-

No phase of human culture, no department of human 8c1-, 

enoe could have reached whatever advanced position it holds 

today had it not been for t he fostering care of the Church. 

Hence, it Is not surprising t hat P1us XI as the head of that 

Church which survived the fall of Ho,me , that tamed and civil­

Ized the barbaric invaders of Europe, and established the 
I 

Christian states of medieval tImes, agaIn reiterates in the 

twentieth ce-ntury t he full right still to promote 

"letters, sCiene,e, and art, and in so far 
as' is neoessary ••• to Christian educa­
tion, in addition to her work for the sal­
vation of souls; founding and maintaining 
schools and institutions adapted to every 2 
branch of learning and degree of oulture." 

2. EnCYClical, "Christian Education of Youth." Official and 
Complete , En~l1sh Text 2f. Encyclical Letter of His Holl­
nesa, f50pefus g, 9. 

It is to the missionaries trained in the colleges and 

universities -of Catholic Europe that t he New Wo-rld is in­

debted in no small part for t he transfer of t his culture to 

2 

t he American continent. The discovery of riVers as well as 

the discovery of lands was incidental to their main objeotive, 

t he salvation of' souls. However, t heirs was not a work of' 

evangelization in a restricted senae, but a practioa l and 

cultural program which the missionaries carried out as a 

means of spreading the Faith. For at t he ,same t1me that they 

taught t he nations t he doctrine of salvation, t hey le.bored 

to dlsc.ipline them 1n the elements of Christian culture. 



Of the three principal colonizing nations, Spain and 

France were Catholic. The claim of t he third, England, to 

t he American colonies was based on t he voyages of' Catholic 

discoverers--John Cabot and h is son, Sebastian, who set out 

under the a-atholic King , Henry VII. 

3 

From every phase of human activity, whether it be in­

dustrial, prof'essional or intellectual; t here have come f'orth 

into publIc life many Catholics applying t he high ideals of 

the Church to the grave questions of publ1c relations both 

political and soclal. The men who wrote t he American Consti­

tution and the Bill of Rights, though l 'argely non-Catholics, 

were educated in schools and colleges in which t he classic 

works of' this culture were t he substance of' the curriculum. 

Even the canals and railroads constructed in one generation 

or another to a large extent with the aid of laborers of 

German, of Irish, of Italian birth or descent, eloquently 

record the part that countless sons of t he Church have taken 

in making possible t he material prosperi ty of t he country. 

It will be seen rrom what has been said that in the sub­

ject proposed 1'01' this study, namely, The Development 2!. the­

Church in ~ ~ ~ Region, there is more involved than 

simply tracing the growth of an institution. The problem 

inVOlves a c.onsideration or t he ability of' Catholic leaders,. 

espeCially t he b1shops, priests and missionaries or t he 

Catholic Church. It requires an analysis of the out,standing 

movements of the Lake Region to demonstrate the relations 

ma1ntained by Catholicism with t hese movements. It implies, 

\ 

\ 



also, an evaluatlon of t he in~luenoe, eduoational and sooial, 

polltloal and religious, exerted on the area by the Cathollc 

Churoh. Where possible, lt exp1alns the ef~eot that a 

Cathollcphl10sophy o~ life had upon · the members o~ the 

Churoh, as well as upon non-Catholios, and even anti-Catholic 

people. 

The aIm o~ the, present paper 'w1l1 be to dwell on all 

these phases o~ Catholic de've10pment. If eduoationis 

stressed at times it will be because C:atho1ic eduoation is a 

means of effectlng many o~ the things whlch the Church 

attempted to do. The early Catholic leaders' of the Lake Erie 

Region were outstanding educato~s suoh as Plaget, Fenwiok, 

Purcell, Richard and Rappe. The story of education is inter­

woven w1 th their lives. Around these 1'1guresh wrl tten a 

chapter of stIrrIng events in the story of the Church where 

the dioceses of Bardstown, CinCinnati, Detroit and Cleveland 

C?luater around Lake Erie. 

In a paper of' this length no complete survey of the 

4 

work of the CatholIc Church in buIlding the material 1if'e and 

the professional and cultural ideals of the locality can be 

made. Soantiness of records and the breadth of the subject 

limit still more the possibilities of' compiling a complete 

pieture of Catholic growth. However, it 1s hoped that enough 

evidence 1s her'e set forth to ,show that the development of 

the Catholic Church in the Lake Erie Reglon up to 1850 wa.s 

accompanIed by sp8oif'ic influences wh1ch have been most bene­

f'101al to that part of the Un1ted States. 



CHAPTER I 

SUMMARY ' OF' OA'fHOLIC ACTI VI'l'IES I N T 

UP '1'0 1808 

LAKE ERIE REGION 

When Cadillac founded the city of Detroit in 1701, the 

Catholic Church was not a dominant factor in that locality, 

despite the fact that Catholic missionaries usually accom­

panied those most energetic explorer-s of the new world, 

namely, the French. Toward the year 1667, Robert Cavalier 

s 

de 1& Salle explored the region of the Great Lakes. His­

torians disagree about the route he selected, for unfortunat&1;y, 

La Salle' 8 own recordS' of this expedition are lost, and 

secondary evidence has led to varIous conclUsions. It was 

probably ·on tntsexpedition that he. heard: of the Ohio River 

called bY' t he Indians "Oyo" meaning flbeautiful". Insearch 

of this river he penetrated into the wilderness of Ohlo. 

Howe substantiates this claim': 

fl La. Salle was in the Ohio country from 
1669 to 1671 or 1672 • • •• There are 
on t he Western Reserve quite a number 
of anc1ent marks on the trees, over 
which the growth of' woody layers corre­
spond to these dates; and which appear 
to them to have been maie by parties of 
thlsexpedi tion. • .. • If . 

1. HenrY' Howe" Historical Collections of Ohl0, I t· 122 . 

As early as 1669. Louts J:oliet ventured ta'!!' be~'ond the 

outposts of civIlization and 1s 'believed to be the f'lrst whl t ·e 



~An t~ pass through t he strait known as t he Detroit River. 

Later two intrepid Sulplclan priests , De "' Gal1nee and Francois 

DollieI' de Casson wintered on t he shore of Lake Erie and in 

t he following spring paddled their canoe up t he Lake. 

Certain it is that t he red man roamed this locality in 

the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries... Long before t he 

arrival of the white man, so we learn from t he accounts of 

t he Jeau! ts,. t he warlike Iroquois had conquered the Eries or 

Cat Nation, a tribe of Indians from the region of Lake Brie.2 

2.. Reuben G. Thwtlltes, Jea·uit Relations" XLI : 81. 

6 

For eighty years afterwards there were no settled Indians 

within the bor ders of modern Ohl0. Then t hey drifted back 

and t here was a large roaming population made up of Miamis, 

Pota1l'1ato:mmies, Delawares, Shawnees, Mingoes'1 Senecaes and the 

Hurons or Wyandots, when t he Battle o.f Fall.en Ti mbers near 

the present site of Toledo took plaee August 20, 1794 . Here 

the natives met t heir defeat under General Anthony Wayne and 

at Greenville they s igned pea-oe negot ia>Hons. :3 

3. E. O. Randall and D. J . Ryan, History 2!, . Ohio, II:566. 

A glance at t he map of North America shows clearly that 

Quebec, Detroit and llew Orl.eans stood out as strategic points 

controlling the great inland waterways, the St. Lawrence, the 
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Great Lakes and t he Mississ1ppi. It was to t he new post of 

Detroit t hat Antoine de le ltlothe Cad111ae' was apPointed cotn-

mander in 1701. He brought with h im fifty soldiers and 

7 

fifty a.rtisansand tradesmen, a Reoolleot, Father Nioholas 

Constantine de l' Halle, who was to ser'lTe as chaplain to the 

post and as pastor to the settlers. A Jesuit, Father Franco1s 

Valliant de Gueslis vias engaged to serve as missionary to the 

Indians. On July 24, 1701, they selected a ctommanding site 

on the right side of t he river. Here they er:eeted a. palisade 

enclosure y.hleh they named Fort Ponohartrain in hono,%" ot the 

noted minister of Louie IV. Later 8: ohapel dedi cated to 

Sa.int Anne was built. "This settlement, "comments Hinsdale, 

"marks the real beg1nn1ng of c1vil and pol1tical hietory within 

' t he present limits of :Michigan.' 

4. B. B. HInsdale,!!!!. Old Northwest,. 47. 

Cadillac's plan was to gather around t his new post all 

the Western Indian tribes t hat had no fixed habitation--the 

Hurons,. Ottawas and Miamis. 'l'rue ,SU Ch an arrangement would 

de.plete the mission of t he Sault, Mackinaw, Saint Joseph and 

Gl'"een Bay,. but his intention was to secure their trade and: 

prevent it tro~ going northWard to the English in the Hudson 

Bay oountry_ The Western Indiana were accustomed to take 

t heir pel tries to t he English markets on the Hudson Bey 1n the 

north or t he Hudson River in t he East. In return they reoeived 

gOOds at a cheaper rate and they got brandy more heely; for, 
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though the French laws on this point were not always execute~ 

yet t here were restraints and the missionar1es were ever on 

the alert. Brandy had a magnetIc attractlon for the poor 

IndIan. 

The French government had another motive in concen­

tra.ting the scattered tribes of the lake region round a few 

central posts: It was to protect them more easily from the 

Iroqu01s of the East, theSio'UX of the West,. and from the 

incessant quarrels and wars that arose out of their mutual 

jealousies. Cadillac meant to form these tr1bes into a 

milItary organization, impose on them the French language, 

and encourage marriage between the whites and the natives. 

In a le,tter written to France on October 18, 1700, previous 

to the .settletnent, of DetrOit, he proposes: 

"We must establ1sh at this post miss10nar1es 
of d1fte·rent cO!mnUl'litles such 4S the Jesuits 
and other Fathers, and eccles1astics of the 
foreign missions;. • • with orders in 

. particular to teach the young savages the 
French language (that) being the only means 
to civil1ze and human1ze them and to instill 
1nto their hearts and minds the law ot 
religion andot themonarch."5 

5. C. M. Burton (Ed.), Cadillac Papers; XXXIII:98. 

Again he wr1tes 

If The third or fourth year we shall be able 
to get Ursul1nes there, or other nuns to 
whom his majesty could grant the same favors. uo 

6. Ib1d .• , 99. 
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t ... 

O'Gorman states that the pollcy of the Jesuits was the 

revers.e of that of Cadillac's. The former had always held 

t liat t he less contact t here was between t he Indians and the 

9 

whItes the better for the, Chrlstlanization and the civ1liza­

t10n 01: the red man. Perhaps this accounts for t he tact that 

t he Jesu1t missionary, Du Gueslis', having learned on his way 

to Detroit the !'ull details of Cadillac's proposed scheme, 

renounced h1s engagement and returned to Quebeo.7 

7. Thomas O'Gorman, Historiof the Roman Catholic Church, 
187 -89; Rev. W. E. ShIe s :-sT., "The J e.sUits in Ohio 
in t he Eighteenth Century," lli-AmerIca, XVI II:32-33. 

While France had daring explorer.s I her settlers lacked 

progress.1ve enterprise. ThIs accounts. f'or the slow growth 

of F'rench settlements. The English were different. No sooner 

had t hey heard of t he rioh moist lands of' t he Ohio and the 

Lake region than they boldly appeared with their stores and 

began their tr1cky business w1 th the thr1f't.less Indians. 

Encouragement W9.S given by t he English government, and before 

long English trading posts were spread throughout the new 

territory. The English did not worry when the French general, 

Celeron de Bienvlle, buried a few leaden plates and solemnly 

claimed the lands f'or France. 8 

8.. Reuben G. Thwaites, .2,2. cit., LXIX:29G. 

A conflict was !nevi table. The old foes, England and 
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France, were 800n engaged 1n a series of wars. Agents, em­

ployed by the English government" traver13.ed the terri tory 

and successfully aroused the Indians to fIght their forme·r 

friends, the French. The outcome of' 1 tall was that Canada 

and all of La Salle's discoveries became Brit1sh posseSBions.
9 

9. George B .. Catlin, !h!. Story 2! DetrOit, 29. 

To the Jesults belongs ~he honor or being the first to 

brl.ng t be ]mowledge of' Chrls,t to the aborigines of the Great 

Lakes region. "Not a cape was turned, nor a rIver entered, 

but a Jesult led the way" so ,comments Bancroft on their 

10 labors. 

10. George Bancroft, HIstory of ~ United states, IlI:192. 

As a part of the great French EmplI""e, this territory 

was under the eccleslastical jur1,sd1ct lon of t he See of Quebec, 

Canada. Hence, the southern shore of Lake Er1e was a port1on 

of the route traversed by t he great Jesuit .m1ssionaries of 

French trading explorers on t he,ir way from Quebec to the Upper 

Great Lakes. 

The Franel,scans who prec'eded the Jesults 1n America '8aw 

1n the Indian missions a fruitful field but one too vast for 

them. They, therefore, invited t he sons of Saint Ignatiuato 

share their task,. The call was eagerlyansweI""edand although 

primarily missionarIes, they 'became, inCidentally, pioneer 



explorers and se t tlers. 

One of t hese outstanding Jesuits was Father Franco1s 

Xav1er de Charlevoix, a scholar of renown. In 1720 he was 

sent 'by royal comm1ss1on to make a surve-y of North America. 

Beginning at Quebec, he journeyed along the lakes and down 

the Mississippi to New Orleans, whenee he returned to Par1s 

with h ls completed deseript1onof geography, nntive tribes 

and habits, natural resources and the problems that must be 

met 1f t he colon1al venture was to endure. In add1t1on to 

wr1t1ng three h1storles 11e helped to edit "Memolres de 

Trevoux,ft It monthly journal of h1story and sclence published 

by the Fr'enchJesuUs from 1'101-1762.11 

11 

11. Reuben G", Thwaltes, 2E.!. ill,., LXIX:304. 

In 1'721 he made his way through Lake Erie and up to 

Detroit . He was following the trail left by Hennepin in 

1679 and t."latof Gnlines and Doll1er ten years before that; 

but in t he meant1me Detro1 t had become a chartered cl ty and 

an important focus of milltary and po11tioalaetion.12 

12. Milo M. Qua11'e, !h!. ~ Askin Papers, I: 1 . 

The first of the bishops of Quebec to' exerciae episcopal 

functions in th1s vic1n1ty was t he Rt. Rev. Henri-Mar1e 

Dubreuil de Pontbriand, D. D. This prelate administered con­

firmation at Detroit and d1rected t he Jesuit Prov1ncial at 
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Quebec to send missionaries into this territory. Among those 

sen t three are conspicuous ~or t heir cobne~tions with t he 

h istory of t h is region, namely , Pierre Joseph Bonne,camp, ,S.J~; 

Armand de ls. Richardle, S.J., and Pierre Potier, S.J . 

Fathe-!' Bonnecamp was t he fir-st priest to celebrate mass 

in southern Oh10 (1749) at a place near the Miami River. 

VJhen he returned northward with Celeron I s company from the 

expedition to the Ohio River, he embarked on Lake Erie for 

Detroit, October 5, 1749. Fa.ther Armand Rlchardie, whom 

Father Sheils calls lithe cornerstone of religion in Ohiof! was 

sent by his s.uperiors at Quebec to t he Hurons o~ the French 

Louisiana... Somewhat dis.eouragedat the unpromising results 

of h is efforts, he returned to Quebe'c. Two years ls. ter I he 

resumed the apos·tolie task of converting the heathen Hurons 

of Ohio. In 1751 he suee,eeded in persuading about sixty 

Wyandots t o settle perll'J9.llently at Sandusky Bay.l:3 It was 

13. ReutlenG. Thwaites t ~ cit., LXIX:300. 

here, in the same yea.r, that he had a log chapel cons trueted 

for t he W7andots. ThIs wa.s the first permanent church 

erected within the boundaries of the present state of Ohlo. 14 

14 . Henry De -Courey and J. G. Shea, History of the Catholic 
ChurCh in the United states, 546-556. - -

The region about Sandusky Bay was the scene of the 

labors of Father Pierre Potier, who had offered the first mass 
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celebrated in northern Ohio . Sent in 1744 by the Jesuit 

Provincial of Quebec to evangelize the Huron tribe located 

near Detroit, he Boon became ver y proficient in their language 

a..l'ld wa.s the author of a Huron grammar. lIe established a mi s­

sion a.t Bois Blanc Isl and which , however, he was forced to 

abandon after five yea.rs of heroic tria.l and 83.cr11'1ce, 

owi ng to the hostil ity on t he part of some of the heathen 

Indians .. Undaunted by t his disappointment , he soon r esUltled 

his labors among the roving , shiftless, intempel'ate people. 

It was in fol l o'uing a por tion of one of these wandering 

tribes that he came to Sa.ndusky Bay. This ven&rableand 

va.liant pr i est stood at his p~st until t he end. He died at 

Sandwich, Ontario,. on July 16, 1781. With him perished t he 

last of' those grand historic figures ~ the Jesu1t missionaries 

of t he Northwest. l 5 

15. Rev .. W. Eugene Shiels, OPe cit. " 47. 

The Jesuit Order was suppressed by Clement XIV on July 

21, 1773. As dea.th gradually thinned the ranks of the gallant 

few who rel1'lAined in the mis s ion field of North America no 

more "black robes" came from France to replace them. Their 

once flourishing missions fell into decay, until with the 

death of Pather Potier they became a mere matter of history. 

Thereafter, the Indians and scattered settlers received only 

scant, and occasional attention from the priests attached to 
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the Fr ench military posts i n Mi c.higan and Canada; ye t after 

t he begi nning of t he nineteenth century t he Indians were 

.stil l wont t o journey gr eat d.1.stances f or their marriages and 

ba.ptisms . Prie-s tly pays these missionar i es the f ollowing 

tribute: 

"The Jesuits have been conceded on every 
hand ful l recognitI on for t heir blgh­
mlnde.d bravery. abnegation and devotion 
to t heir work. They sel'ved in t he m.ost 
dangeroua plac~s. often seeklng and 
a ttaining t he crown of mar tyrdom . 1]81r 
influence • • • was always JI'l.arked .• n 6 

16. R. 1. Priestly, The Comins; 2t.. ~ White Man, 249. 

With t he removal of t he Jesuits not only rel i gion, but 

civiliZation and progl"8s8 8uffered a decided set back . In 

reviewing t he cultural 1nt'luence of the Catholic Church 

another author makes thi s comment: 

li The suppression of t he Jesuit Order by 
Pope Clement • • • acted badly upon Ameri­
can Catholicism, as it lower ed t he general 
level or preaching , upon whieh the Catholio 
missions in America ha.ve a.lways had so much 
to rely. We pass no judgme.nt upon the 
famous Bull " Dominus ac Redemptor" but its 
effects in America were hardly to promote 
t ho art of pulpit appeal , which the Jesuits 
had done so much to advanee."17 

17. ThOmas C. Hall, The Religious Baokground 9.! Amer1can 
CuI ture , 259 • 

Tho 1nfl uence ex·er cised by t he miss i onar ies ha d been 

wholesome and restraining and if ever it was needed it was 
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after the land passed from French control. The poor Indians 

were vi ctimIzed by white traders who came to exchange mer­

chandise for peltries. Brandy, t he usual source of exchange 

reduced many to the lowest atage of ignorance and vice. 'rh1.s 

traffio 1nllQ:uor was one of t he greatest evils with which 

the missionaries had t o contend. Thelr 'Work was :frequently 

hindered, too" by the unscru:P>u1ouseoureurs de '0018. who were 

responsible for perverting the Indian. Now t hat t he faithful 

were deprived of the consolations of religion, t he strength 

of t he s;acraments, and the l'/atchfulcar.e of t he "black robes tf 

t hey W6re unable to resist t he temptation to intemperanoe 

and t heir condl tion beoatll& a most unhappy one. 

15 

From the account of John GllmaryShea. we learn that 

Father Edmund Burke ., an Irish priest, afterwards bishop and 

Vicar Apostolic of Nova Seotia, sojourned for a t1.m& (1795-96) 

at t he British Fort Miami on t he banks of the Maumee, as a 

miss ioner sent to t he Indians of t he Lake region, and enjoyed 

. t he Ul'lique po>sltion of being the last priest of t he diocese 

of' Quebec and t he first English speaking priest in the 

locality. IUs special charge was t he French mi ssion at Monroe. 

There he dedle's.ted s. church in honor of Saint Anthony or 
Padua. In h is missionary work among t he Indians he was en­

couraged by the British authorities who were t hen desirous 

of utilizing t he influe·nee of a C·atholie priest over the 

Indlans.18 

18 . John Gil:mary Shea , The Lii'e !ill! Tlntes £! ~ Oarroll, 
474-480. . 
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or American Catholics t he foundation at Gallipolis in 

1790 is one of special interest . I ts r~Unders were princi­

pally French Catholics who intended t o make their settlement 

a. oenter from wh ich would radiate the culture and influence 

of the Church. 19 

19. John Mc Govern, O. Pol "'rIle a-allipolls Colony in Ohio 
(1788-189:5)," in Records .2!. Oatholic Historical SocIety, 
XXXV!I ; - 29. 

16 

The party arrived at Alexandria in 1790" but on r eachIng 

Ohio, t hey found t hemselves to be t he victims of unprincipled 

land speculator.s who d i d not even own t he l and they pretended 

to sell. Disorder was followed by d1sillusionment .. No one 

remained a. t the settlement who had t he means to go elsewher,e. 

ongress, in 1795, granted 24000 aCJ.~es of l and to t hese un­

fo.rtunates, but out of approximately five hundred Frenchmen 

who .gat hered at Gallipolis in 1790 only ninety-two remained 

t o claim this tract known because of its h istory as t he' 

"French grant".20 

20 . ~., 66 . 

As prefect of t h is ill-fated colony and subjec t t o 

Bishop Carroll was Dom Peter Joseph Didler ~ a Benedictine, who 

had been procurator of t he great Abbey of St .• Denis near Paris. 

He established a church at Gall ipolis and labored among the 

se ttlers for a few years . Fi nding many of t he colonists 



discont ented and unruly , and d€fspa irlng of a.ccomplishing any 

permanent good , he ma.de his way to st . lJQu1s where he toiled 

uttt11 his deat h . 21 

21 . Rev . J .. awrence J . Kenney , S. J ., 'I The Gallipolis Colony 
(1790)," Catho11c Histor1cal Review, Jan. 1919,. IV:445. 

Father Stephen Badin and Father Peter Barriere visited 

Gallipolis in 1'793' and baptized forty children. 'They then 

journeyed to Kentucky to whose mission they had been sent by 

B1shop Carroll. 

17 

As previously stated t he Lake Er1e region was originally 

subject to the epla-copal see of Quebec by reason of the 

French cla1ln, but wlth t he withdra"al of t he French the Church 

in the colonies was under t he dlrectlonof the London Vlcar-

Apostolic. Af~er t he Revolutionary War the separation of 

the colonies frOlll England necessitated t he Propaganda to make 

a change in t heir spiritual government also,.. Hence, the 

Propaganda directed t he Nuncio at Parie to broach the subject 

t .o the United State15Congres8 in order to find some acoeptable 

plan to' accomplish this purpos'e. As a reBul t of these con­

fel"ences on November 6, 1'789, PC)pe Pius VI issued the Brief 

"Ex hac apostolicaeu creating t he first episcopal see in the 

new republic and named the Rev. John Carroll as its first 

bishop. t:;2 

22. Donalt;l Shearer, 'Pontific1&. AlUElrlcan9., 80- 84. 
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The British, however, continued to hold various military 
.. 

posts in Mi .c.hlgan and Northwestern Ohio Under flimsy excuses, 

hence the entire region became disputed territory with the 

resultant uncertainty as to whether it fell under the juris­

diction of Quebec or that of Baltimore. On January 29, 1791, 

word came from the Sacred Congregation of Rome, plaCing all 

the newly acquired American territory under t he jurisdiction 

of Bishop Carroll. 

It is estimated that this vast territory from Maine to 

Florida, from the Atlantic to the Mississippi counted about 

fitty thousand Catholics and thirty-five clergy.23 

23. Peter Guilday, ~ ~T~ of .John Carrol~, 386-7. 

To orgfUlize the Church in a young nation" was no small 

task, but the chief shepherd appointed was equal to the oppor­

tunity. A man of remarkable courage and ability he determined 

to make America feel the influence of Catholic doctrine and 

Catholic principle. How well he succeeded is seen by "the 

prestige he won w1th Wash1ngton and the members of Congress. 

The Louis1ana Purchase of 1803 prepared a new burden 

for the Bishop of Baltimore. Des-pi te his appeal to the Holy 

See to be spared this additional responsibility, PiUB VII 

saw fit on September 1,. 18015, to appoint him Administrator 

ApostolIc of Louisiana and the Floridas. Relief came, 

however, on April 8, 1808, when a Bull issued by the same 



pontiff oreated Baltimore a metropolitan see ,with four new 

dioceses. The bishopaappolnted werel 

The Rt . Rev. John Chevel'us, D.O. .. Boston 

19 

The Rt . Rev. Richard L. Coneanon, O.P ... New York 

The Rt .. Rev. Ml.chael Egan, O.F. M. .. Philadelphia 

The Rt. Rev. Benedict J. Flaget, S.S. - Bardstown24 

24. Donald Shearer, 2E..!. cit., 100-102. 

With t he establishment of t he See of Bardstown the second 

chapter or events in t he history of t he Lake region opens; 

ror although Bishop 0 arroll had been invested with episcopal 

jurisdiction .over all this territory he had been unable to 

provide adequately for t he spiritual needs of t he scattered 

Catholics who dwelt therein. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE DIOOESE OF BARDSTOWN ~, 

The new dioces'e of Bardstown, 'established in 1808, 

embra.c'ed the states 0·1' Kentucky and Tenne~seeand Its bishop, 

the Rt .. , Rev. Joseph BenedIct Flaget, was given the spiritual 

jurisdiction not only over his own diocese proper, but also 

until other dioceses might be formed over all the whole 

northwest territory of t he United States lying between 3S 

degrees north latitude and the Great Northern Lakes and the 

sta.tes bordering on the Atlantic -Ocean and the Rocky Moun­

tains thus includIng the prese.nt states of Mi chigan, Ohl0, 

IndIana, Illlno.1s, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, about halt 

ot Arkansas, iVisconsln and Iowa. This territory 1s now 

divided into twenty-rive dioceses, five ot Which arearcb.­

dioeeses. l 

1. Pe,ter Gul1day, Lite ~ Twas S?1. ~ Cprroll, 687. 

BIshop 1ilartln J., Spalding, historian of the Church in 

Kentucky, in commenting on this perIod says: 

"WIth Flagetof Bardstown and later of 
Louisville, came the 'bishops on horse­
ba.ck' who, traveling hundreds of m1.1es 
like pioneers". explorers and hunters,. 
toiled as missionaries runong Indians and 
whi tee:, making the 11' cathedrals under 
the Gothic arches of' t he primeval forest 
and their epIscopal palaces in the 
trapper's hut. The wo:vk of t hese 'bIshops 



on horseback' is one of' t he most glorious 
pages in the history of' the Church, and 
it is distinctively Americ'an."2 

2. Rt. Rev. M.J. Spalding, D. D., Church, Culture and 
LibertI, Introduction, IX. 

Of' the country itself Shea gives' the following inter­

est1ngdescr1ption: 

"The state of Kentucky began to be se,ttled 
about the commencement of the revolutionary 
troubles. Then men from Virginia and 11ar'1-
land made their way to the lands south of' 
the Ohio, and began to clear the forest and 
build up a new commonwealth. Many of the 
If!mligrants were Catholics; some of the first 
to fall by the way, or, after reaching 
Kentucky, by the hands of the Indlan foe, 
were Catholics. They helped to found and 
bu1.1d up the new state: sturdy 'backwoodsmen, 
strong, brave, earnest, they were the peers 
of those around them. Life was plaln and 
rude, ' comforts were tew, luxuries unknown. 
Priests struck into the wilderness to attend 
these clustered bodies, of the faithful, who 
ln God's providence selected generally the 
poorest, but perhaps the· healthiest sitUltl ons. 
The Carmelite Paul of St. Peter, the Capuchin 
Whelan, and Rev. Fathel" Rohan effected little. 
It was not till Bishop Carroll had ordained 
his first prie.st, Rev. Stephen T. Badin, and 
sent h1m to Kentucky, that any real commence­
ment was made for the Church. Then came the 
day ot log churches, and long priestly 
journeys to the CatholiC settlements. Rev. 
John Thayer came and went. Rev .. Fathers 
Salmon and Fournier came to labour till 
death. Rev., Charles Nerlnckx came to toll 
like a hero, form church ·after ohurch, create 
a sisterhood, draw recruits for the priest­
hood from his own Belgium, as well as vest­
ments, plate, paintings, and other requirements 
for t he churches which he divIded ungl"udgingly. 

21 
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Tbe Dominicans , guided by t he advice of 
Bishop Cappoll, establish ed a convent and 
college . Thus Kentucky" had a life of its 
own. "3 

John Gilmary Shea , History of the Church in 2 United 
State-a, 111:264-265; Petep 1hi1Idiiy" OPe cit., 687. 
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It was of thIs territory that Bishop Flaget found him­

self t he chief shepherd em his arrival at Bardstown on June 9, 

1811. Born in France in 1663, he joined t he Sulpicians and 

was ordained at Is,s1 1n 178'7, having for hi,s Superior in t he 

Seminary t here t he f u ture apostle or Miohigan, Father Gabriel 

Richard. Flaget came to America in 1792 in t he prime of hi. 

manhood to ese-ape the te,rre>rs of t he French Revolution . When 

he reached t he American shores he was aent to t he Illinois 

country and for a time had his hea,dquartersat VinCennes. It 
. 

was on thIs occasion that arriving at Pittsburg he met General 

Wayne who gave him a letter of introduction to General George 

Rogers Clark which secured for t he pr1est the latter's strong 

friendshIp. General Clark conducted him with military escort 

to Vlneenne-8. 

In 1795 Bishop Carroll recalled him and made him Vice­

President ot' Ge orgetown Colleg-e where he stayed until 1798. 

In 'november of t ha t year he went to Havana to share in Father 

Du Bourg 1 s colle,ge scheme and returned to Baltimore in 1801. 

In 1808 he was on duty at Emmitsburg where he received t he 

Papal Bull naming him the first bishop of Bardstown. 4 

4. Charles G. Herberman, The Sulplclans in the United Statea, 
691. ---
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Though the Ehill of h is consecration l'E:H;I,(~hed him 1n 

September, 1808 .. the consecration did not take place for 

several reasons until November 4, . 1810 when BiehopCarrol1 

assisted by BlshopOheverus of Boston, and Bishop Egan of 

Philadelphia consecrated him at St. Patrick's, Fe-lIs Point . 

The following May the Bishop setout for his vast dloces"e 

wh ich was to be th~ scene of' his labors for forty years. At 

Pittsburg he and Father David together with a Canadian 

pri8st, Father Savine .. and the .sub-deacon Ohabrat met Fa.ther 

Edward Fenwlekand hi·s fellow Dominicans. The party s et out 

on. a f'lat boat down the Ohio and af'terajou.rney of thl%'t&en 

days arri1'ed at Louisville·.. Bardstown was t he next s t 'opand 
\ 

finally they arrived at t he residenoe of the Vicar-General .. 

In the little bul1dlng which served as a church Bishop Flaget 

was installed 1n apostolic p{)verty 'by Father Badin, t he 

Vicar-General of the diocese. S 

5. Rt . Rev. Martin J .. Spaldlng,D. D., Sketches of t he Life, 
Times andCh~aoter of t .he Rt. Rev. BenedIot: JosiPh 
Flaget:-S9-72~ - - - -

This field was not lJl'lknown to h im as he had labored in 

it as a missi·onaz'Y between t he years 1793 and 1795. In it 

he found t hirty congregations , ten churches or chapels already 

built and six in t he process of construction, all made of 

logs except t he Danville church which was bu1lt of brick. 6 

6. Martin J. Spalding, op· .. cit., 98. 



Tbe Ca.tholics of Kentuoky then numbered about six 

thousand. Outside of the state he had one priest at Detroit, 

and one at Kaskaskia. Theeongregatien at Vincennes ha.d no 

priest and was indifferent, Cahokia had no pastor but \!JaS 

anxious for one. There was no priest, in Ohio. He had ten 

priests for a terri tor'1over Vihich before h1s death t .en 

bishOps wielded t h e erozier. 

Father David moved on November 11., IBll to tbeHowud 

f .arm and began to erect a log seminary and b.riek churoh. 011 

ChrIstmas day, 1811, Bishop Flagetordalne.d in St ... Rose's 

Chureh, GuY' Ignatiu:a Chabrat, first priest of the semins.ry 

and first priest to be ordained we.at of the Alleghanles.7 

7. Martin J _ Spalding, ~ oi t., 

Bishop Flaget was in me.nyrespeote a typical Sulploian. 

24 

Deeply devoted to t he illustrious order that has trained so 

many pX:iesta and bishop.s of the United States he 1s desor,ibed 

as, being habit\18.1ly gentle and affable in h1s be&:r'ing, though 

if' t he oee-asion arose he could be energetio and determined. 

"Na.ture had endowed h1m wlth t he physical, 
mental a.nd moral qualIties of a zealous,. 
suc-oess,rul and holy mis&lonary,. while both 
nature and education fitted h1m to be' a 
ruler of' men. At t he same time he was 
humorous himself' and a.ppreciative of' humor 
in others, -and' t hIs humor dld not desert 
h1m e 1 t her amid the hardships of travel 
nor amid the epidemio of oholera. He was 
singularly lnodes,t and hi.s humility fIlled 
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his mind with doubt of having the l ,earning 
requisi te in a bishop, though -he had 
taught theology 1'01' well nigh ten years. u8 

8 . Charles G. Herbermann, .2P.:. ill., 144. 
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In his missionary life he oombined zeal, e.nergy and 

method . It 1s said that during t he first four months of the 

year 1812 he traveled eight hundred miles visiting various 

missions. These trips were made on hOl"s-ebaok and when his 

work took him beyond the line of t he more oivilized districts , 

it waa not unusual for him to sleep in the open air' unde.r the 

canopy of t he heavens . There are no recorda enabling one to 

oaloulate preoisely how many miles BishOp Flaget tl'"avel·ed but 

one may safely 'assume that his journeys covered thousands of 

miles . Vlllag~, oounty, state were the scenes of hIs labors 

from his fOl'ty-seventh to his eighty .. sixth year . His 

journeys inoluded not only Kentucky and Tennossee but OhIo, 

Indiana, Illinois, Miohigan. and Canada as far as Quebeo. 

He heard oountless confessions,. urged the buIlding of 

achools and not only encouraged the religious 1nstl'"uotlona 

of' his own flock but when oocasion offered explained the 

dootrines of the Church to non- Catholics. 

At Detroit in 1818 he devised a novel method of 1nstruc-

. tlon ,that proved so effective t ha t he continued to use it 

the rest of his life . His old confrere, Father Richard, 

faced him in the sanotuarY, and asked questions on the doctrine 

of the Church and t he b1ehop answered by explaining them. On 



his visitatIons he preached almost da.ily and sometimes three 

or four times a day. Again he preached retreats or .missions 

ot a week or more in order to instruct his people. 

The year 1805 marks the establisbment of the American 

Province of Friars Preachers in Kentucky. Bishop Carroll 

desired t hat this state should be t he first scene of t heir 

act1vity andaocordlngl y Fathers vU lson and Tuite set out 

26 

on these missions and were followed in 1806 by the SuperIor, 

Fat her Edward D. FeJIWick. A house aud land were purchased 

near Springfield in December of that year . 3t~ Rose PrIory ,. 

as the place was named, became the cradle of t he Dominican 

Order in the United Sta.tes. Bishop Carroll on Aprll25 , 

1806 gave his formal consent to t he foundation of' St •. Thomas 

of Aqu1nCol1ege, which VIas opened in 1807. Upon the resig­

nation of Father Fenwick, Father Wils<>n Vias appointed Pro­

vincial and under him the foundation beoame prosperous and . 

permanent. 9 

9. Rev . Victor O'Daniel, O.P., !illt Right ~ .. Edward Dominio 
Fenwiok, ~, 99.109. 

The first diocesan syn.od of the West was held on 

February 20, 1812 at St. Stephen's. On April 11, 1915 Bishop 

Flaget addressed a touching letter to Pius VII giving an 

account of t he diocese and territory under his jurisdiction. 

He was able t o report t ha t he had in Kentuoky nineteen churches 

and ten priests. There, were six sub-deaoons, tour students 
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in minor orders and six who had been admitted to tonsure. 

Four of the priests and :five of the eub';deaeone belonged to 

tne Dominicans. Because of the fluctuating character of the 

populatio.n it was not easy to fix the' number of Catholics , 

but he est1rnated it at ten thousand. Tennessee now had 

about twenty-five CatholIcs; Ohio, fifty fa.m1lies with no 

priest and therefore t hreatened with a gradual 10s8 of faith; 

Indiana, one hundred thirty familIes attended occasionally 

from Kentucky; Illinois" about one hundred twenty families 

and Michigan about two thousand 80uls. There was much to be 

done and little means whereby to do It.10 

10. Peter Guilday, ~ ill-,. 694-695. 

The seminar-y from the beginning until 1819 had given 

eleven diocesan priests to the missions . Vocations were numer­

ous, but on account of the poverty of parents and bishOp, 

almost as many were turned 'away a.s were received. 

In July, 1816, t he cornerstone of St . Joseph's Cathedral, 

Bardstown, was blessed and on August 6 " 1819, it was dedi­

cated to the worship andaerviee of God . In the Bardstown 

Cathedral a.re to be found mastel' painting from royal art 

galleries transferred to the small but beaut1f'ul cathedral 

hidden away in t he deep f'orest surrounding a Kentucky village. 

Outstanding among t hese paintings that adorn t he 

Cathedral walls are "'l'he Annunciation" and the ItDeseent of ' 

the Holy- Ghost tl by Van Eyck; "St. Peter in ChainS," "St. John 
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Baptist" and tiThe Winged St . Nbal'kfl b-;T Van D'yck ; "The Corona.­

tion" by Murillo;' "Fl aying of st ., Bartholomew" by Reubens; 

and tHfue Crucifixion" by Van Bree. All but t he latter were 

the gifts of Louis Philippe" who beollme King of I~rance, for 

aservi oe rendered him when an exile in Havana by Bishop 

F1aget in 1798.11 

28 

11_ MartlnJ " Spal d ing , op.c1t., 52. 

Realizing t hat art and architect ure had a definite place 

in t.he oulttU'al program or the Churoh t he bish op s ought t o 

IT'.Ake t his edifice worthy of' a cathedral. Arch i t e oturally 1 

t he structure is fundamentally cla ss i ca l ~ It is a oombination 

or t he Roma.n and Grecian influences a s theyupplled to ohurch 

a.rchitecture. Branne-oh describes it as f ollows: 

"One o£ t he eal"lypioneer cathedrals may 
stl11. be seen , amid unchanged surroundings, 
at Bardstown, Kentuoky. The See Itse11' 
was moved to Louisville, but t he old 

, cathedral ,stands baok from the road, on the 
t:)ra1r:I.e" t all and stately , with. a majestic 
approach.. Tb.e white pillars of the p~rtlco 
,a1'-9 oarved out of the troes f elled 1n the 
ne1ghboring forest, and the walls of t he 
interior are venerable with pai ntings 
donated by r oyal patrQns of brave miss1on­
ar ies . The noble hel ght of the portie.o and 
the artist ic excellence of t he int.erioT 9 
with its many traditions , make it a note­
worthy church .• "12 

12. Frank Brannaeh, Cpurch Archit ecture, 114. 
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The materials, used in t he construction of t he cathedral 

were found in the immediate vicinity .. T-ile stone for the 

foundation was quarried from native limeston&, t he bricks 

-\'{epe moulded by hand by clay taken !'r0li1 the soil; lime was 

bUl"l'l.ed on the site from lime s tone at; hand, and was procured 

close by _ Trees were felled from t he surrounding f orest and 

timbers were a.ccording1y produced . The intEn-.lor and exterior 

columns were hewn poplar trees'l cut to lengt hs , shaped by 

hand , and l ater pla.stered and fresc.O'G'd . The completed 

building was truly a product o·f local l abor and materials. 

P OI' approxima.tely one hundred and twenty-five years i t has 

withstood the ravages of the elements and the wear of hard 

and constant usage. 

Prior to the year 1916 St . Joseph. ' s Oathedral and the 

'Norks of art therein were knmvn to a very restricted area , 

but with t he centenary celebration of that year' the knowledge 

of theexistenee of the paintings and other wOl"ks of art was 

revealed to the world.. Thea·e painting's are valued not 

solely because t hey are the girts of kings , but because thay 

are works of art whose theme is' Christian; works of ar't that 

11ft up the mind and heart to higher things , and whose 

cultural 1nf'luence :till the soul with ambi tions andaspir.a­

tiona to achieve t he finer things of life and thereby ful­

f i ll the purpose for which the Creator placed man on earth 

na.mely , that he might save his immortal soul. 

In IB18 Bishop PIa-get made a visitation of the Northwest 
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as d:t.fflcul ties in Mich1gan a.bout this time called for hl,s 

attention . The De troit Catholics were without a. church 

since t he destruction of St . Anne r s by f1.r o in 1805 and dif-

ferenc·as of opinion (u~ose as to the, s 1 to of the new ana . 'l'he 

pastor , Father Rlehard , had used his inf'1.uence to promote 

peace but to no purpose . The bishop sustained h im and the 

inhabitants ret\,tsed to subralt to the dec ision of t he b1shop 

honce 8. pastoral letter was issued Febr uary 24, 1817 , plaoing 

t he temp ':>:'?lll'y church under an 1nterdiot.1:; 

13 . ,roIm Gilma.ry Shea t . .£E.:. (} it ., 287. 

In May of the following year Bishop Fle.get eet out 

hoping to effect s. reconciliation. ~t Cincinnati then wlth-

out a. priest , he made a.rra.ngements for a lot and s ought t o 

interest the fe~l Ca.tholics there in building a. church . He 

visited ·severa.l fa.mi l ies a.nd ba.ptized one child . After sa.ying 

mass at Urba.na and baptizing an Indian girl at Fort Finl ey 

he reacheo. Raisin RIver " but found the chUl'ch there in such 

a dilapidated condition t hat he could not offer the hol y 

sa orif ice of the mass. 

On reaching Detroit, a personal eonferenc.e w1 th those 

concerned secured their submission and t he leaders agreed to 

t he wishes of t he:i.r bishop . An affectionate public recon­

ci11a.ti on took plaee be t ween t he schismatics and their pa.stor 

and a substantial collection taken up showed that t he er ec ­

tion of the new church woul d be a r eality" 



31 

Aft~r a visit to Quebeo , returning by way of Buffalo 
, 

and Cleveland, he returned to Detroit in the latter part of 

August and prooeeded. to Sault St O' Marie to attend a great 

council to be held there with t he Indian tribes. IIl.ueh or the 

good he had hoped to effect th~re WIlS prevented by aiokness 

and he returned to Detroit to labor as a. missiona.ry at every 

st.ation and to administer t he saorament of Confirmation. 

Meanwhile t he work a.t Detroit on t he new church had progressed 

rapidly a..I1d: by December t he cross was gIl ttaring on tha 

steeple . He continued his labors at De troit a.nd vic i nity 

until the 1a t..ter pa.rt of 'May ,. p-B.ving aroused t he f aith i n 

all t hat part of h is charge . 

R0turnin~ to Cincln-~ati he found t he Church which five 

or six Ca.tholio families he.d undertaken a.bout two miles out-

Side· t he c1 ty ~oofed in and already hallowed b y t he holy 

sacrifice. It was a frame s tructure fIfty-five feet long and 

twenty-five feet wide . In speaking of t he condi tIon and 

prospects of' Catholicity in t hatclty t he bishop says: 

nIt is a great misfortune that no Catholics 
cCllle to settle 1n the neighborhood of t his 
splendid city_ At present there are no 
other' Catholics in Cincinna.ti than laborers 
and clerks and such as are to be converted. 
Ye t I think that nothi ng should be neglected 
~~ establish Religion here; for t he mercy of 
God i s great , and When He pleases , ITe can 
nrul tlpl y His ehlldren. tl14 

14 . Martin J't Spalding , ~ cit • . , 201-202. 



He soon at'te1" addressed a pastoral to the Catholics ·01' 
, 

Michigan laying off the territory where t he faithful were 
-suffIcIently numerous into parishes and fixing the points 

where he regarded t he erection of churches most probable and 

t herefore most convenIent. 

Feeling the burden of this dlocese too heavy a weight 

for him to bear,. Bishop Flaget asked of t he Holy See a coad­

jutor, and t he Rev. John Baptist David was appointed as such 

on July 4, 1817. The bishop also recommended t he erection 

of' two dioceses in the' Northwest TerrItory,. one at Detroit 

and t he other at Cincinnati. Deeming the erection of the 

See at Detroit not expedIent just then, the Holy See estab­

lished only t hat of Cincinnati and appoInted bishop t hereof 

the Rev. Edward Dominic Fenwick, O.P. He was also named 

Administl-ator-Apostolic of Michigan and t he eaatern part of 

t he Northweat TerrltorYw15 

15. .Papal Bull - Ar'chlves of t he UniverSity of Notre Dame; 
Annales de PropagatIon de ~ E2.!,,. 11:88. 

The questIon of educatIon was regarded by Bishop Flaget 

aa moat important to the interests of relIgIon. He desIred 

most ardently to 8 ee schools for ch Ildren of' both se.xes 

rising under t he shades 0·1' t he church in each congregatIon. 

EvIdently he corresponded with Rome on this subject for on 

December 1, 1820, he receIved a letter trom t he Propaganda 

strongly urging him to establish schools for chIldren and to 
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place them under the guidance, of clergymen.16 

16. MU"tin J. SpaldIng, QR.:. .cit., 297. 

Under his influence It is not surprising that the edu­

cational activity of CatholiCity shifted from the East to 

Kentu.cky' and Bardstown 'became the center of &ducational growth 

for the Church in America. The eoonomic, socla1 and politi­

cal changes which followed the D-eclaration of Independence 

ea1ledfor 'a. new system of training, distlne.tly American,. 

adequate to meet the urgent needs of the young republic .. 

Bishop Carroll realized this and his forceful character dId 

much to influence the aims and Ideals of Catholic education. 

Hissp1r1tmoved with the missionary into the extensive 

fields of seat~ered Catholicity and motivated the foundation 

of every institution of learning. Yet this educational 

-system had to be developed gradually. It grew with the 

growth of the church and manifested itself in the foundation 

of dioceses, the establishment oj' religious order and 

finally in the early Counclls of Ba.l t1Inore. In many In­

stanc·es priests and laity were unable to bear' this burden, 

henCe the constructive force.s of education were left to the 

religiouS' orders. 

In the western -advance of CatholiCity the log cabin 

schools on the s,outhern and western hilla became the oentera 

of Catholic education 1n this country. At the close of the 
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eighteenth century Kentucky which numbered less t han three 

hundred Catholic families was within a ~ew years to become 
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t he great nursery 0·1' Catholic secondary education in the 

United States. In about forty years after t he first Ca tholics 

settled t here, three newoongregations of' women had sprung 

up 1n their mIdst founded and oomposed of native KentuckIans, 

while many of those who had become priests strongly influ­

enced t he policy of Catholic education in AmerIca. l ? 

17. Rev. Edmund Goebel, Catholic Secondary Educat ion during 
. .2 Colonial Period, 56. 

The first school for primary education was t hat opened 

by the Trappists at Pottinger's Creek l.n 1805. This school 

was acomblned elementary and secondary institutlenand 

t hough Ita exI~tence was brief (1805-1809) It was suecessf'ul. 

The short stay of the Tl'appists In Kentucky was not devoId at 

benefIt to t hat struggling portIon of t he American Church 

for t heir school was the beginning of CatholIc eduoatlon among 

t he ploneer familIes and t heir rigorous relIgious life had 

its corresponding influence upon the people. 

In 180'7 t he Dominicans opened a school known as St. 

Thomas College with a curriculum comprising elementary and 

classical stUdies. This was the first school for boys west 

of t he Alleghanies. The pupils live.d at t he school and were 

obliged to spend three or four hours a day in manual labor. 

In t h is way t he cost of tuition was reduoed and t hey were 
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trained in farming and 1n the var10us trades of that section 

of the country. From the outs.et t he, soliool prospered, but it 

had to contend w1th the d1fficulty of' providing an adequate 

faoulty. 'l'h1s was due to t he fact that the F'athers also had 

charge of a large oongreglltion and t he care of several 

ne1ghboring lt11selons . But t h1s did not hinder the soho'ol 'a 

growth and it continued to be t he Dominican center ofeduca­

tion. lS 

18. Honorable B. J. Webb, The Centenary ~ Cathol1city 1n 
Kentucky . 202 .. 

St. Joseph's College , Bardstown, owed its or1gin to the 

Rev. George A. M. Elder 1n 1819. 'this college was an im­

portant factor in the development of Catholic secondaryedu­

cation. In the beginning it was a day school only, but a 

year later it extended fiiccommodat10ns to boardel"s. By 1823 

1t was regarded as one of t he largest and best appointed 

Bchool structures then to be f'ound 1n t he ent1re western 

country.19 

19. Ibid., 27S. 
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The foundation of St .. Mary's dates baok to lS21 when Father 

William Byrne conce1ved the idea of establish1ng a sohool for 

boys on the Mount IJary farm. At t he time his princ1pal mis­

sion, St. Charles, was located near t he Sisters of Loretto, 



38 

Ke.ntueky. Seeing that they were operating a flourishing 
~ 

eehool for girls, be decided to open one ' for the boys of his 

congregation and the surrounding c.ountry. TheschoQl grew 

rapidly and it 1s estimated that twelve hundred boys were 

either wholly or partially educated there during the ten years 

o-.f Father Byrnet .s pres.ideney.. F1naneial difficulties and the 

problem of providing a faculty necessitated his turning the 

school over to the Jesults in 1831.20 

20. ~., 252-283. 

Thesebo"Ols of the Slsters of Loretto are important 

11nks connecting Kentucky with agencIes ·of Oatholic training 

in our country. On April 25. 1912 three young la.dies, Mary 

Rhodes, CbristinaStuart and Anne Havern received the vel1 

from the hands of 1'~ather Nerinclot.. A lowly cabin was con­

verted into a school ,and from 1 t Divine Providence brought 

forth Loretto, t he· first native Amertean institution. 

tfue school grew rapldly from the very beginning; the 

daughters of some of t he b·e·st families sought the1r educat10n 

there. Poor though it was 1n .:>r 1dl:y prov1sion 1 t soon took 

its place among the girls ,sohools of that period as an inst1-

tutiono.f distInction. Some of the young ladlestrain'8d 

there later were distInguished in the highest soc1a1 ranks 

of the state and nation. There theyreeelved that finesse 

which characterized the women of Kentucky, famed for beauty, 

grace an d lnte11eot. 

'. 
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A second native order sprang froD! t hesoi1 of Kentucky 

scarcely eight months after the foundat1.bn of the Sisters ot 

IJoretto. On Dece-mber 1, 1812, two young ladies, Teresa Cuico 

and Elizabeth Wells took possession of a log cabin which 

Pather DavId and h1s seminarians had prepared for t hem on 

the sem1nat'y farm of St . Thomas . This was t he beginning of 

the Si sters of CharIty of Nazareth. On Easter Monday, 1813, 

t he pioneer group increased to six and thereupon Fa.ther 

DavId drew up provisional rules for the regulation of the 

society.21 

21 . ~. , 246. 

'T'he educational activities of Nazareth" however" dId 

not begin until Sept,ember, 1814, since t he li ttlec¢lml1UIll ty 

la-eked t he neeessary preparations for teaching . Father DavId 

assumed the responsIbIlity of training them for their future 

work and consequently when the log schools opened, the 

.faculty was equipped professionally to meet t he -educatIonal 

den'Ands of the period. 

The school grew rapidly as i t was a combination of day 

school and boarding sehool. As its reputation grew t he en­

rol·lment Inereased and .four years later It was necessary to 

enlarge the building . 

These s-Choo1s lnherIted ' llttle or nothing i'r()m the 

colon1al and :f'rontlerschools.. Nevertheless, they had 



something definite to offer, namely, t he importanoe of 

Catholic traIning under Ca th olio supervision . They were 

foundod on t he splendid tradition of Catholicoulture 

brought direotly fr·Ol'l1 Europe by the learned ohurchmen who 

went into t hew11derness . The buIldings were humble, but 

t he eurrloulU1n wa.s based on t he best traditions of' Catholic 

Fran<le . Humble t hough t hese beginnings were they made sig­

nifioant oontributions to genuine Cathol1c oulture and 

leadersh1p in the new republic. 

38 
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CHAPTER III 

HE DI OCESE OF CI NCI NNATI 

The rise and growth of' t he CatholIc Church in Ohio and 

in t he terr1tory immed1ately adjo1ning that State 1.8 an 

1nteresting chapter 1n ecc1es1ast1cal h1story . Com1ng 1nto 

ex1stence 1n 1821 the new dioce'se of Cincinnat1 extended 

or1gina11y trom t he Oh10 R1ver to t he Great Lakes; it embraced 

t he states of Ohl0, Michigan and of what later became Wiscon­

s1n. Its parochial development was slow, yet extensIve. Its 

members, s.ett1ers mostly f'rom the eastern states were tew 

and their resources lim1ted, hence the new d10cese had to 

appeal to 1'oreign generos1ty. The com1ng of I ts second 

bishop 1n 1833 brought new 11te, untiring energy, and lIterary 

activity, which were made to unf'old 1.n t he full development 

·of parish 11f'e ana socIa1actlvltlea. BegInn1ng about 1830 

and continuing up and even af'ter t he C1vil War occurred the 

1nf'lux of Irish and German 1mmlgra tion into t h1s terrl tory 

which mu1tlpl1ed: extens i vely the earlier membersh1p 01' the 

Church •. 

W1th the new needs came new establi shments, academies, 

colleges, orphanages, hospitals a.s well as new d1rectors 1'or 

t hese 1nst1tutions 1n t he many rel1gious communities whIch 

were invited to t he diocese. The phenomenal success t hat 

atte:nded t he erection of' t his d10cese may be at:tributed 1n 

no small measure to a IllO.n whose 111'e i8 i ntImately and in­

s eparably connected w1th t he 'early h1story of' t he Church in 

- ""i 
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Kentucky, Ohto, and MichIgan , namely, th& Right Reverend 
"' 

Edward D .. Fenw1ck , first bishop of Cinoinnati. 

Edward Dominie Fenwick was a descendant of t he Fenwicks 

of Fenwiok Tower , Northumberland County, England, and more 

directly of Cuthbert Fenwiok, the founder of t he famIly in 

America. A steadfast and praotical Catholio, Cuthbert 14'en­

wick stood boldly for h1s fa1 th and in dei'ense of' liberty 

of consoience. 'These characteristics &eem to have been 
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transmitted to his posterity and we find them exemplified in 

the first bishop of Cincinnati and in other descendants of 

t he F·enwlck family, who from t he s tlrrlng days of t he Revolu­

tion to the present time have held responsible positions in 

civil, military and professional life. 1 

. 1. Rev. Vietof F. OtDaniel, ~ Right !.!!.:. Edward Q.=.. Fen­
wlck , O.P . " 20. 

Ignatius Fenwick and Sarah Taney were the parents of 

EdWard Fenwick , who was born August 19, 1768, at Leonards­

town, St .. Maryts Oount y, !(;aryland. Ignat1us Fenwick was a 

large land owner, and although he dIed When Edward was fif­

teen, the family was lef't in good circumstances and was able 

to send the boy to the Eng11shDominleans a.t Bornhe im, 

Bel gium, for h1s education. Bare the la.d a.pp11ed himself to 

his studies with industry and care and completed them with 

success. It is also said that f'l'om his earliest youth he 
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exhIbited a tender piety remarkable for his years.20n 

2. Richard H. Clarke, Lives .2:! t he Deceased Bishops .2! the 
Church !!l Jill.! Un! ted Sta tea, T:328. . 

September 4, 1'788, he entered t he orde,r of St. DominiC at 

Bornheim and in 1793 was ordained priest. The following year 

the French Revolution having caused the Dominicans to leave 

Bornheimand return to England, FJat her Fenwick was left in 

charge of the school and monastery, it beIng assumed that 

his American citizenship would proteot hint from harm. He was 

arrested, however, and suffered many- hard.ships at the hands 

of the Revolutionary troopS', and he always believed that he 

was saved from execution by a miracle. 5 

3. Rev. Victor F. OtDaniel, Ope ill-, 43. 

He then rejoIned his brethren at Carshalten" near London, 

where they conducted a college. There he taugbt until 1804 

when he was able to carry out his plana to found a branch o~ 

the Dom1niean order in America. a dream which he had long 

cherished. He returned home and laid hia plans before Bishop 

CQl'roll, but here he met with dI,sappointment, for while the 

pr..ela te ·,',was most happy to have his services and to give- his 

consent to a foundation of the Order" he was not willing to 
.;.. 

have' ano~r eatabllshed in Maryland "here Father Fenwick 
." 

desired to locate it, but urged the opening of a house 1n 
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Kentucky where, priests were badly n-eeded. 4 

4. Ibid., 89. 

Father F'en"lck oonsented to . the Bishop t swishes, but 

was not able to calTy' out tbe plans at onoe as he had to 

ra1se money by sell.1ng his share of his father's estate. He 

visIted Kentucky in 1805 and later sent Fathers Tuite· and 

Wilson there. .Ha.vlng secured the necessary funds be rejoIned. 

his brethren in 1806 and purchased a five hundred aere tract 

near Springfield 1n Washlngton C.ounty. Here he established 

a convent and church under the protection of Saint Rose, and 

this was the cra.d1e of the Dominican order in the UnIted 

State,s.5 

5. Ibid., 108. 

Eager ever to do missionary work among the scattered 

flocks, Father Fenwick asked to be relieved of the 8uperIor­

ship in 1807, and thereafter he devoted himself to traveling 

from settlement to settlement in Ohio. Later he was 

accompanied by Father Badin who was his own age and bad been 

ordained the same year. Their travels took them throughout 

two states of Kentucky and Ohio and to the villages of the 

Indians in Michigan and northern Indiana. 

When the diocese of Cinoinnati was created in 1821, 

Father Fenwick was named its first bishop. nIt was but logical!! 



says Guilday, "tha t t he man, who had traversed the length 

and breadth of the Ohio wilderness 8hO~d be its, first 

bishop." Reluotantly he aooepted the post, but his Domini­

oan superiors insisted that he take the offioe and assume 

t he task laid upon his shoul.ders by the Pope. 

He was oonsecrated at Saint Rosef'son January 13, 1822 

by Bishop Flaget assisted by the Dominioan Fathers Wilson 

and Hill. Father Gabriel Riohard,. the pioneer pr'lest of 

Miohigan, read the mandatum and Bishop David" then ooadjutor 

of Bardstown, preaohed the sermon.6 

6. Letter from Father G4 Riohard in Annales ~ 1a Propa­
gation ~ la !:2!, II1:337. 

Clarke remarks on the high personal Q.ualifioations of 

Bishop Fenwio~ as follows: 

"Though not gifted with great natural 
talents, he possessed a peculiar trait 
for w1nningsouls to . Christ. His manners 
were of the most familiar, af.fable and 
winning kind. He oould adapt himself to 
every emergency and to every desoription 
of ohara.cter and temperament 4 Frank, 
open and sincere by nature and an Ameri­
oan himself, he possessed an inatinotive 
talent for dealing wi th Ame:rioans whether 
Catholic or Protestant. Multltud.s of 
t he latter were oonverted to CatholIcity 
through his agenoy.u7 

7. Riohard H. Clarke, Ope ill., 333. ' 

Statements confliot as to the time when Father Fenwiok 

"-.... 
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first visited Ohio. The French account of t he early missions 

of Ohio published at Paris in 1824 says ' that he first pene­

trated into the sta.te in t he year 1808. A writer in the 

Catholic ~el.graPh places t he date at 1810, while an article 

in the United States Catholic Magazine corrects this mistake 

on the authority of Bishop Fenwick himself, who in a letter 

written l'rom Bordeaux to Fat her Badin in Paris, states 

def'ln1tely t hat h1s first visit to OhIo occurred in 1914.8 

8 . Rt. Rev. M. J.Spalding, o:p. c1t.,202-203. 

This claim seems to be substantiated by the fact that 

Bishop Flaget had discovered three Catholle families in Oh10, 

consisting of twenty 1ndlviduals, when he was' on h1s way to 

Baltimore 1n 1812, and he promised to send t hem a Catholic 

prIest at l-east once a year . It "a,s he who gave, Father Fen­

wick t he inf'ormation in regard to the existence of C'atholics 

in the neighboring state and assigned him to attend to their 

spirt tual wants .,9 

9. Rt. Rev. M .. J .. Spalding, ~ .2.!l:. 

In recounting some of t he expe-rienoes of the "Apostle of 

Ohio" Clarke relates t he following : 

"In his first apostoliC excursion he found 
three Catholic famll1e-s 1n the center of 
the state. They. con.siated of twentY' indi­
viduals occupied in clearing their lands. 
• • •• He heard at a great d1stance the 



stroke of t he axe interrupting the silence 
of the forest. The joy of tb,ese good 
people at .-.e1ng the C'atholic ' priest was 
so great that BishOp Fenwick could never 
recall the circumstances without the 
greatest consolation because he considered 
it the first fruits of his Ohio mission."IO 

10. Richard A. Clarke, .2l2.:. c1t.,. 331. 
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On one of t..'I1ese visitations his travels were rewarded 

by the cheering discovery that there were seven CatholIc 

families in Cinc1nnat1. The oldest of these sturdy Oatholic 

pioneers of Ohio 1'1as the venerable Michael Scott from Balti­

more who made his home in Cincinnati in 1805,.. Finding hiM­

self cut off trom the consolations of religion, this gentle­

man in an ·e·.ftort to tulfill his Easter duty journeyed with 

hi,s famIly to Lexingtons Kentucky "a dis,tance of lome seventy­

five miles, only to find that the resident pastor was at a 

distant m1'ss1on.11 

11. John G. She., Ope cit., 334. 

Father Fenw1ck and his nephew, the Rev. Nie'holas Young, 

took up their residence in Perry County. A gentleman living 

near Somerset, Mr. Peter Dittoe, made a present to the order 

of a fine farm consisting of three hundred and twenty acres 

on condition that Father FenwIck would erect on it an insti­

tution similar to that of St. Rose in Kentucky. The 

venerable Bishop Flaget approved the undertaking and very 



eoon t he log chapel orst •. Joseph 's arose in t he rorest and 

was dedicated on December 6~ 1818. .It laX'elated that their 

convent home was so de-eply buried in the woods that 1mmedl­

ate precautions were rendere-d ne~essary in order to avert the 

danger of treecs falling upon and 0 rushIng the s truc ture .12 

12. Richard A. Clarke, 2ll=. ill..~ 335. 

Writing to an old triend, the Rev., John A. Hl11, then a. 

student in Rome and afterwards one of Ohio's most noted mIs-

sionarles, Fathe'r Fenw1ck remarks: 

"The church and house where we liVe are 
dedicated to St. Joseph. We have another 
church or chape1cailed St. Mary's, twenty 
ndles distant" that is at Lancaster, and a 
third at CinCinnati, one hundred and :fl:fty 
miles away, which 18 under the protection 
or S>t .. Patrick. But we have not enough 
vestments, chalices or :furnishings for one 
place.. These three churche-s have been 
erected w:1thin the last r1fteen montha. 
Since coming to the state we could have 
built rour or five more chapels at differ­
ent places if we had the mean. ot con­
structing them. We are offered lands and 
lots 1n oities for this purpose, but such 
is the, scar-city of money~. the indIfference 
of the time·s ,and the want ot charity 1n 
this region, t hat we are not able to co1leot 
the funds necessary to bul1d. tl13 

13. Rev. Victor F'. O'Daniel" ~ ill., 224. 

At this time Bishop Flaget, in consequence of the great 

increase ofOatholloe in his vast diocese, felt the necessity 
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of dividlngh1s 'extended labol's with others and applied to 

Rome for the ereotion of new diooeses in tolle west. Pope 

Pius VII by his. Bulls of June 19. 1821., orea ted the new 

diocese of Cincinnati and appointed Father Fenwick as its 

first bishoP.14 

14.. Ibid .• , 242. 

There was a church in Cincinnati at this time or ra.t hecl"' 

i t was in t he cormnunity, for it was in the brick-yard 

district beyond the city limits. Orig1nally it had been 

floated down t he Ohio by William Reilly from his home town, 

Alexandria. Kentucky, in 1819. It 'was unplastered and with­

out a ceiling. Here the new bishop was instal1ed .• 15 

15. M. P. 01Brien, "The Arohdiocese of CinCinnatI," InThe 
Catholic Encyclopedia, 75. 

Catholics and non-Catholics rejoiced at t he coming of 

the new bishop, as the following communication quoted by 

Lamott from the Liberty Hall and Oinoinnati Gaz.ette of March 

30, 1822 testifies: 

"We congratuJ.ate tp..9 R.oman Catholics of 
this city and environs on t he arrival of 
the Right Rev. Dr. Fenwick, lately conse­
crated Catholic Bishop of Cincinnati and 
the State of Ohio. This circ~tance 
interests not only the Catholios, but all 
t he friendS of literature and u8e.ful 
knowledge, as we .understand that his 
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intention 1s ultimately to open Q. school, 
aided by the members of his o~der so long 
distinguished for their piety 'and lea:rning~16 

16. Lam<>tt~ OP e clt., 51. 
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There were a half million people scattered throughout 

Ohio when t he diooese was created. About three t housand were 

Cat holics . There were few churches. The bishop was without 

means; the people were poor. 'l'he establishment of a dioc-eae 

wa's impossible' w1thout outside help. Bishop Fenwick 

determined to lay his dlfflcultie·s before the Pope, and bor­

rOWing tbree hundred dollars from a Catholic layman, he 

departed t'rom Cincinnati on NAY 30, 1823.1'7 

17. Richard A. Clarke,. 2E.:. ill . .J p. 338. 

Leo XII received the bishop with kindness truly paternal. 

H.e not only presented h im with a splendid tabernacle, a set 

at candlesticks and chalice tor his cathedral, but he also 

gave him 12000 crei.'llS towards the Gxpens6's of his journey 

and directed the Cardinal Prefect of the Propaganda to recom­

mend him not only to the triends of religion in general but 

especially to those who,se wealth enabled them to be generous 

to foreign miss ions.18 

18. Letter. Fenwick to Secretary of Associa t ion of Propaga­
tion of Faith, Lyons, · Annale., 1826 , 11:92. 



Bishop Fenwick also obta1ned four prie,ets for his d10-

cese, one being the Rev. Frederick Rese,' who was to minister 

to the German speaking people. ThIs learned theologian 

from the Urban College in Rome was de'stined to be th.e first 

bishop of Detro1t and the first prelateconaecrated in C1n­

cinnati. 
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Buslnessdeta1ned Bishop Fenwick in Balt1more and Ph1la­

delphia: until the aprlng of 1825, and on his arrival in C:1n­

cinnati he found the frame church had been removed to the 

lot on Sycamore Street purchased by hIm in 1822 and had been 

dedicated under the protection of St. Pete!". But the church 

was too small to accommodate the growing congregation and 

plans were made for a new cathedral for which the bishop 

oalled in as arch1tect and bullder his staunch f'rlend, M10hael 

Scott. The edifice was brick, 1'10 by 55 feet, and was com­

pleted in l826.The following description gIves some idea 

of the interior of t he buIlding: 

"The interior 1s rell'.arkable for grand 
simplicity and cP.Astenes8 of design, 
finished in the Gothio order. The altar" 
pulpit and the bishop's chair are hand­
somely .f1nished and richly decorated. ' 
The effect produced by the splend1d 
bronze tabernacle, surmounted by a beauti­
:ful eruclt"lx, in the m1dst of ten superb 
candlesticks of the same mater1al, .1s 
truly imposing.. There is nothing light , 
f'r1volous or gaudy to be seen; dignity 
is sustained throughout, which imparts 
solemn.ity to the performance of the 
divine servioe. Th.1rteen large and 
choice paintings, presented to the 
Bishop by his Em1nence Cardinal Fesoh, 
uncle of Napoleon Bonaparte, embel11sh 
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the walls. There is a handsome, well-toned 
organ in the gallery. .. .. • -rihe floor of 
the church is paved with tile, which must 
rendeT it cool in summer, and prevents the 
great noise occasioned by walking in churches 
where t he floor is of wood. • • ."19 

19. U. S. Catholic M.iscellany, May 3" 1828, VII;342~543; 
Lronott~, op. 01 t.. 60. 

On h is return the bishop haete,ned with renewed hope to 

labor on the organi~ation of t he Church in t he vast terri­

tory of his jurisdiction. His activities in southern Oh10 

and those among the Ind1ans in Michigan bOl'e much fruit. H1s 

discourses aimed to make the people realiZE) t he val ue of the 

hUl)'lEl;n soul and t he importance of their eternal salvation., 

They so di.f.fered from Protestant revivals t hat a goodly 

number of non-patho11c8 war's always found. among his audience ,. 

When obja'ctions and questions arose,. he took eare not to 

hurt anyone' 5 reelings. He remained calm and cool and 

answered in a terse, courteous , and convincing manner.. In 

this way many were attracted toward the dootrines of t he 

Ca.tholic Churoh. 

Upon theoomple tion of the nevI cs. t hedral, the old frame 

church was removed to t he rear of it. and oonv'erted into a 

g,emina.ry.. This was a pro ject dear t o t he heart of the 

prelat.e and one of the reasons fo·p h1s appeal at Rome in 1823. 

On this subject t he bishop writes: 

"Without a sem1ntuty, I can obtain pr iests 
from Europe from time to time; but they 
will alwa.ys be too rew in number to answer 

50 



t he needs of t he diocese • • •• If I have 
a seminary, I shall not be deprived of such 
European missionaries; yet I shall be able 
to form a native clergy brought up according 
to t he hab i ts of the country, accustomed to 
the rough roads, acquainted with the 
language, etc. Furthermore, I can start a 
college, and through it obtain some means 
to better our lot and to set on foot other 
necessary or useful institutions. Likewise, 
I shall acquire an influence in t he educa­
tion and instructions of the youth of this 
state, which will be of great advanta.ge to 
religion. • • ."20 

20. Letter, Fenwick to Association of Propagation of Faith, 
Allllalea, 1829, IV:502; OI Daniel~ ~ ~., 353. 
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Diff iculties, however, presented themselves a.nd t he 

bishop was obliged to suspend his attempts to establish a 

seminary in 1825. On May 11, 1929, he was able to resume 

activities a.nd to reopen t he seminary with ten students in 

attendance, four in theology and six in humanities. Later 

financial aid came from Europe and the cornerstone of the new 

Saint Francis Xavier Seminary was laid on May 14, 1830. This 

was t he beginning of t he now famous Mount Saint Mary Seminary 

which has given thousands of priests and two score bishops 

to the Church in America.2l 

21. Lamott, £E..:.. cit., 69. 

In 1827, Bishop Fenwick, prompted by the urgent needs 

of his diocese, sent h is ~icar-General, Father Rese, to 

Europe to appeal to t he charity of t he Catholic countries of 

the Old World. He visited Bavaria, and later Vienna where he 
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was instrumental in 1'0rming an associat10n patterned after 

the Association of the Faith at Lyons, but with its purpose 

11tniteci to the church 1n the United S-tates.. For the 1n.forma­

tion of' those Interested in helping the d10cese of Ohio, 

Father Retle publIshed a pamphlet, a short history of t he work 

in CIncinnati, and it was sent by imperial order to all the 

bishops, who, in turn, transmitted it to the clergy of Europe. 

The Emperor readIly granted permission for the alms of his 

subjects to be d1spensed in America and the Holy Father, Leo 

XII, on January 30, 1829 i ,s8ued a Brtef ,approv1ng the Assoc1-

at10n" and enriching It with many indulgences. The soc1ety 

was offIcIally established on May 13, 1829, and received the 

name Leopoldin,ein honor ot the favorite daughter of the 

Emperor.. The object or the society was to support· in a 

special way by prayers and alms deeds the Catholic missions 

of Amer'lca. The first donation to Cincinnati, April 30, 1830, 

was about $1.0,000. This was fo1lowe,d in a few months by 

$5,000 and before the close of the year by $7,000 .. 22 

22. Letter from Rese to Fenwlck, Dec. 10, 1829, Archives of 
Notre Da," me;' Rev. TheOdore,' Roeme. r, O. M.C., The LeO~Old1ne 
Founda tion and the Church 1n the United states .( 1 , 29. 
1830), 151-m .. - - -

A third socIety of Europe, WhIch, like the SOCiety for 

the PropagatIon of the Faith at Lyons and the newly established 

Leopo,ldine Soc1ety of Vienna was the Ludwig Verein of MunIch, 

Germany. E.stabllshed in 1838 the Catholic Church in the 
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United Stat.as be:eame its principal bene,flciary during the 

early years and received generous donations up to the World 

War of 1914.23 

23. Rev. '!'heodore Roemer, O.M.C., The LUdWi~-MlsS10n8vereln 
and tne Church !!! ~ United SWes{18a-1918), 13. 

One 1nstance of' its charity was a sum of money accorded 

the Sisters 0·1' Notre Dame atCinclnnatl for a new foundat10n 

in 1841.24 

24. Ibid. ' -
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The progres,s of CatholiCity, furthered by foreign assist­

ance, 1mmigration and by the conversion to the Faith, had 

aroused the fears and an1mosity of many not of the fold.. As, 

a result, many non-Catholic pulpits resounded with violent 

renunciations ot the Church: and her members, while the sec­

tarian press published all manner of charges aga1nst every­

thing Catholic.. Bishop Fenwick ha'd long felt that one of the 

moat effective means ot counteracting t his propaganda and of 

preserving friendly relations with those of other belief. 

would be a dioce,san paper d&voted to a clear explanation of 

the Catholic faith, a defense of its principles, and a w1se 

refutation of the sland&rs which the enemy sought to cast upon 

the ChurCh. Henee, In t he origInal church buIlding there 1'Ia.s 



founded in October, 1831, a weekly newspaper, the Cathol1c 

Telegraph, wh1ch has been issued every 1(eek for one hundred 

and ten years, w1th t .he' exoeption of t he two weeks following 

the death of the b1shop.25 

25. M. P. O' Brien, 2E.:.. £!.b.., 774. 

The first issue of t he Catholic Telegraph pub11shed at 

C1ncinnati on October 22, 1831, gives t he aims and purposes 

of' t he paper: 

"1. The explanation and defense of the 
Roman Catho11c Fa1th. 

2. Informat10n of occurrences conne:cted 
wlthCathol1c relIgion 1n the United 
states, and in various parts of 
Europe; especIally in England, France, 
Italy and Aus tria... • 

3. The occasional review of publIcations 
calculated to convey erroneous opinIons 

'01' our religion. • • • 
4. Pub11c occurrences, select10ns of 

articles of a literary, sc1entif1c and 
miscellaneous character, to av01d, 
measurably, the sameness of an exclu­
sively relig10us cours.e •••• "26 

26. CathoU.o Telegraph,. 1:1 .. 8, October 22, 1831; Lamott, 
2E.:. c! t. ,296 • 
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St1ll in e.xistence, t he Catholic Telegraph was the first 

Catholic paper published west of t he Alleghanles and is today 

the oldest in t he Un1ted s tate.s. 27 

27. Rev. Victor F . OtDan:J,el, op., ill., 394. 



Anoth er paper e:st ab1ished. to meet t he need of t h e day 

was t he Wahrhel tsfreund or F'rlend of Tru'th. In the April 

26, 1837 issue of the Catholic Te1egra:eh the following is 

found: 

"The great 1ncrea~e of the German Catholic 
population 1n the western country, and the 
inconvenience to which they are subjected 
by the want ·01" e. periodical in t he1r own 
language, has become so obvious, the. t the 
publication of a paper has been determined 
upon, aaamatter of imperatlve necessity. 

"To make the 'Friend of Tl?Uth' ac-ceptab1e . 
to the readers, w111 be t he unceasing desire 
of those to whos'e care it w111 be entrusted. 
Every effort w111 be made to Fender Its 
contents instructive and p1eas1ng. The 
paper w111 be 0.1 videa into two departments, 
the Rellgious and Secular. 

"The first will contain clear and lurld 
explanations of t he Roman Catholic doctrine, 
as taught by Christ to his apostle and 
'delivered to t he sa1E:ts', to be practiced 
and perpetuated to the end of time. • • • 

"The Secular Department w111 comprise a 
faithful synOPSi-8 of t he pr1nclpa1 and most 
interesting events whether foreign or 
domestlc. It must, however, be well UD.der­
stood, t hat no interfere~ee with po11tlcs 
wl11 be permitted in its columns, nor any 
adherence whatever to any po11tica1 party. 

'.' . .' 
H ••• It wl11 be conducted for t he benefit 
of' the orphans and the surplus funds wl11 
be regularly pa1d to the St. Aloysius Orphan 
Assoc1a t1on. The- paper will, therefore, 
have a double claim upon t he German Oa tho1ia, 
'Which, -we feel confident, he wl11 not dis­
regard. "28 

28. Catholic Te1egra12h, 6:153-160, April 20, 1837; Lamott, 
2lt:. ill. ,297 • . 
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The Rev. John N. Henni waa its edltor and eontlnue-d ln 

t batcapacity until h 1.s new duties took" h1m t o t he d l oeeae' 

cif M:Uwaukee. The publlcatIO'n of t he paper, hewever, waa 

continued unt1l t he need which brO'ught it lntO' existence bad 

passed, and June 19, 190'7 marked its last lssue.29 

29. Lamott, Ope cit ., 297 ... 298 . 

The bis'hop was anxIous for t he edua'S. tlon of t he yout h 
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of his diecese and endeavored to' establish scheols fol" them. 

When he made his notable visit to' Europe i n 1825 among the 

recruits whom he obtained f or work in hI s dl ocese was a Slste;tt 

of Mercy, Slster St. Paul, 1'rom a convent in France. She 

proved of great. assistance to' t he blahop, having t ogether 

with El1za POVlell from Kentucky epened a .school consistIng of 

twenty girls., The blshop appealed to t he superlorees of the 

S.lster of Mercy .to send. two or three sisters to a id Sister 

St. Paul in mak1ng s founrlat10nof' t he ins t Itute 1n Cincin­

nati. H1s appeal was In vain and t hs dea t h of Sister St. 

Pa'.JJ. In 1827 a t t he early age of twenty-five was assvere 

blow to t he bishop's prospects of establlsh i nga. religious 

order 1I) the dlocese. SO 

30. :!ill.,- 63. 

In 1826 t he Col l e tt1n.e POOi" Clares fl"omBr uges est ab­

lished a. sohool, and in t he beginnlng of 1827 had seventy 
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studen ts besides attending a. numerous school for poor ch11-

dren on Sundays .31 

31. U. S.Catholic Miscellan.y" Feb. ' 24, 1827, VI:246. 

Of' t heir assistance, however, t he bishop was deprived 

early in 1828, as tvlO of them went to Pittsburg to establish 

a convent of theip order, while the t hird , Miss Malingie; 

having quitted the opder, remained at the cathedral as e. 

Singer and direotress of' t he oh01r.32 

32. Lamott,!2£.~. 

Wi th the money 1'lhieh he received in 1827 from the 

Association of the Propagation of Faith at Lyons, B1shop Fen­

wick built a brick 8chool opposite the cathedral on Seymour 

Street. When the 8chool ha.d to be closed in 1828 for lack 

of' teachers, the bishop succeeded the following year in pro­

curing the Sisters of Charity from Enmiltsburg, M.aryland. 
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Tho Sisters inlIlledlately t 'ook charge of the school and also 

of'a girls" orphanage.. '1'he arrival of the Sisters .of Charity 

at thist1me was providentIal. They found new fields for 

their re11gious teachings and had the hon.or and pleasure of 

opening the f'irst free sohools in Ohio ., the pub11c schools 

coming into existence in 1930 in Cincinnat1.33 

33.. Catholic Telegraph" 1:248, May 19, 1832; Shea, .QE.:. ill., 
Si5. 
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On Jan1l4l"Y 11, 1830 four Sisters of St. Dominic lett 
, 

their Kentucky convent t o extEind t heir educ:ational endeavol"s, 

in Oh10. Their destination was Somerset, Ohio,. where 

twelve years before the Dominican Fathers had established a 

'communi ty. A small bri ck house wi th an acre of ground 

a.:ffordeda convent .for t h e sisters and a eaI'penter shop 

near t he house was. made into So school known as Saint Mary's ._ 

I1wl1ble as was its beginning , the s:chool flourished and by 

1832 aixty pupils were enrolled.. A novitiate was begun in 

1830 and t he s ociety was incorporated under t he title of 

&. Mary's Female Literary Soci ety.34 

34. Lamo t t • .2l?:. c it." 2.50 . 

The Sisters rapidly gained the ravor of t he people and 

by 1832 were employed by the school directors of their 

districts to teach in the district scho.ole.35 

35.. Lamott, loc •. cit. 
-~ 

'The curricula of t he g irls f schools of this period 

sought to be practical and emphasized t h.a domestic and t'1ne 

arts including ,aewing, tapestry "fOrk, embroide'17 J lace, and 

needle work... There was also drawing, paintlng ... · .. oll, water 

colors and crayons, nmsie .. -vocal and instrumental--espeeialll 

harp , piano, and guitar , with several of the schools ot'fering 

harmony. ·Nelther d id they neglect spelling,. reading , writing, 



ar1thmotic, gl"9Jl'lttl8.r, English composition, hIstory, geography, 

natural philosophy and. la.nguages . Much importanoe was 

attaohed, however, to the "polite aequlrement8" mak1ng the 

educat,ed woman synonymous with refinement, re l i gious and 

moral culture" grace andsoclal po1se.36 

36. nev . Edmund Goebel , .2l2.:. ill., 102. 

When the Athenaeum was opened. October 17, 1831, with a 

full classical Clom'se of six ye tu's directed by a ra.oul ty of 
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diocesan clergy , another institution for the purpose of 

recruiting a native clergy was establ1shed. Thougll founded 

prilrJarlly as a preparatory seminary yet to aff ord equal oppor­

tunities to the youth of' CinCinnati, it was open to other 

day and boarding s tudents , the demands of t...lJ.e Catholic publio 

for the advantages of Catholio higher education making auoh 

a ooncessi-on neoessary.3'7 

37. Catholic Telegraph , October 29, 1831, 1 :15 . 

The outline of studies published at the time revfJala a 

creditableeurrlcu11:l1D and the system of discipline employed 

therein gave the school a reputat10n which 1nduced a number 

of Protestants to prefer it to secular colleges for the 

education of their son13 ,.,38 

38.. J ohn P. Foote .,. Th~ Schools of Ci ncinnat1 !lli1 Its Viclnity,. 
122-123. 



eo 

The building 1s described as "spa.cious and beautiful" , 

and ran parallel wi t h t he ca. t hedral to which 1 t was la te.l" 

joIned by t h e 'seminary and episcopal residence. Al pheus 

Vlhlte" a convert sudane of ClncinnatPa early architects, 

drew the plans and super intended t he construction of the 

college and seminary. When completed t he group was con­

sidered as one of t he architectural a ttr actions of the city .. 39 

39 . Rev. Vic tor F . O' Daniel, ~ £!i., 392- 39S . 

Despite the enthusiastic begi nning , the och ool did not 

prosper as anticipated. The need ·01' · pri ests and t he lack of 

trained t eachers early convinced t he bishop t hat a ohange 

was necessary. This was a.ftected in 1840 when t he sohool 

was turned ,ove:r to the Jesuits under the presidency or Rev .. 

John Elst, S. J . At t h is time t he name was alsoahanged to 

St. Xavier 's 0011ege. 40 

40. Catholio Telegraph . IV :319, Oct. 3 ., 1840. 

Under the guidance of t he Jesuits the school flourished 

and on March 5,. 1842 St . Xa.vier College was incorpora.ted in 

the state of Ohio, and became empowered to confer the h Igher 

degre:es of education .. 41 

41. Lamott , ~ ill., 281. 
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Among t h e other important matters that demanded the 

bishop's atten.tion in t he northwest was ',the need of Catholic 

eaucatlon £01' the Ind1ans coni'lded to h 1s care ~ Among them, 

schools were maintained for which Bishop F'enwick sought 

financial aid from t he government . One of t hese was among 

the Ottawas at Arbra Croche. It was established in June 1829 

and had si..'tty ch ildren i n attendance. The bishop also had 

four youths of t his tribe at school in Cincinnati ; t hree 

other' s were sent to MackInac to learn the trades of black­

sm.1thand carpentry. Thesecondlnst1tutlon, founded 1n 

September 1830 Vias alnong t he Pottowatomies on the St .• Joseph's 

R1ve-r , and had some t h irty pupilS . The third, established 

1n June 1851 wS.s lit t Green Bay. 42 

42. Rev. P. C .. Vermyst, !:if.! and Labors S?! !!:!. B!!. Fre,derlck 
Baraga, 128. ' 

The purpose of these schools was that 8uchlndlan youths, 

when they became su1'flciently expert, might return to their 

homes and instruct the tribes to which they belonged 1n the 

same useful art,s. 

It VIas Bishop P'enwlck,. too, who conceived t he idea of 

providing a nat1ve prie8thood.~ and he selected two g1fted. 

and devout Indian youths whom he sent to Rome f'or this plll"­

pose. They were cord1allyrecelved by the Holy Father and 

the College o,t the Propaganda. Providence, however, did not 

decree that this project Should succeed, for disease carried 



off one of t he young men and 111 health compelled t he othel" 

t o return to h is tr i be. This i s said t'o be the first ef fort 

an t he part of t he North Ameriean continent to promote the 

aborig inal race to t he holy pr1esthood.,43 

43. Richard :S: . Clarke ~ .2E..:. oi t." 345. 
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It had, also been Bishop Fenwick's plan to establish il 

line of churches at Hamilton, urbana, Tiffin and Port Clinton, 

extending t'rom Cincinnati. to Lake Erie thus connect.ing his 

episcopal c ity with t he Great Lakes by a chain of Catholic 

congregations. I t was in fulfillment of this design that he 

erected St. Mary's parlsh.,T:U'f1n, but he did not live to 

carry out t he plan in regard to Por--t Clinton. 44 

44. Rev. Vict'or F. 0 ' Daniel, Ope cit., 360,. 

When the First Pl' ovincial Council of Baltimore wa.s con­

vened on October 1, 1829 Bishop Fenwick was one of the six 

prelat_es who part i Cipated t herein. This solemn occasion 

made a strong appeal to t he heart of Cincinnatil s first 

ordinary and he endorsed most heart1ly the t h irty-eight decrees 

passed by t he council for the good of religlon. 45 

45. ~., 365. 

As mentioned 'before, t he diocese of Cincinnati included: 
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all of Ohio and the l ower par t of Michigan, and Bishop F'en­

w1ck traversed this vast territory going from s~ttlement to ' 

se ttlement by boat . in the saddle , or in a. springless wagon . 

His final visitation Wll.$ in September , 18~2 , when he wae 

s'Gr1cken wi t h sympt oms of cholera. at Sault S't; . Marie . Al­

t hough ailing he cont1n'l.llad his visitation returning to Tiffin 

and Canton and thence to Pi ttsbu:rS o His last officia.l a.ct 

was t o conflr1'11 tilt New Lisbon on September 25 .. 46 

46 • • Tohn G. Shea, .2E..:. Qit • . , 111:615- 616. 

Departi ng that day for Cincinnati the bishop was in such 

pain that frequently he had to stand up in t he stage to 

rel i eve t he agony. Reaching Wooster he was· taken to a hotel 

and doctors were called. A message vias also sent back to 

Canton asking Father Ma.rtin Henni , t he paator t here , to come 

to t he b ishop with t he Ble.aaed Sacra.n:.ent and the Holy Oils. 

When the future bishop of Milwaukee arrived there on the 

morning of September 27, he found that his friend and superior 

had passed away t he previous day and had been hurriedly 

buried because of t he nature of thedissase-.47 

47 . Catholic Telegraph, I:401-408 , Oct . 0, 1832; Letter, 
Henni, Wooster to Rese , Sept . 27, 1832, Arch1ves of' Notre 
Dame . 

When B1shop Fenwick a~s1lll1ed charge of t he diooese in 1822 , 

his flock numbered fifty families and t he churches did not 



exceed £i va; his cl ergy were the fo·w pioneers brought f rom 
, 

E-ur.ope. A t t h e e nd of the year 1831,. Bishop Fenwick c.ould 

write: 

" My diocese in Ohio a.nd Mlch1ga.n 18 flourish­
ing . It contains twenty-four priests" ml,s­
slonaries, twenty-two churches and seve'p·al 
more congregs. t i .ona wi thout chUl' ches, whereas 
fourteen years ago there was not a. churoh, 
and I the only missionary in the State .of 
Ohio. Our College in Cinoinnati 1s in com­
plete .operation, excepting t he Philosoph ioal 
Department, for which the apparatus long 
expeoted 1s not yet arl"lved. Our seminary, 
whioh is united to the C'ollege and Cathedral, 
oontains 13 seminarians prepQl>ing for Holy 
Orders. All seculars; as these establish­
ments are secular. We have a private press 
and .. wee,kly paper 'entltl~d the Catholic 
olograph of Cincinnati."48 

4B . Lamot t " .2l?.!. ill., 65. 
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Priests ha<l pc.ssed over t he te'rri t.ory 1ncluded in the 

limits of t h e state ot: Ohio before his entrance t here " but 

their labor had no continuity of successi.on. To Bish.op Fen­

wick it was g i van t ha this w.or'k should he. va permanency , thus 

making him at once the Father of Cath.olicity and t he mission­

ary Bish .op .of Ohio. 

At Bish op Fenwick's death t he Church had really begun 

to functi.on in t he La ke Erie region. A complete .ol"ga.nizatlon 

had been perfected in t h e brief span of eleven years and 

the sacraments had been administered in all parts .0.£ the 

diocese. By orders of the Holy See the duties of administra­

tor fell upon the Very Rev. F'rederick Rese, the active 
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missionary priest~ He was granted all t he ftiloultie.s enjoyed , . 

b~ the late bishop , exoept those which :t?eql.lired t he episco­

pa.loharaote.r . 49 

49. John G. Shea" Ope ill-, 111 :617. 

Despite the vJOrk of Bishop F&nwick , Cincinnati in 1833 

was stills. young diocese and many problems faced the new 

bishop . There was cons'iderable debt , meager supp.ort of the 

clergy ; from six to seven thousand Cathollcs ~ ::lOme living in 

cltles, many .of them scattered t hrough unbr-oken forests . It 

required a man with strong personali ty and unwavering faith 

to fa.ce these: difficulties , especially in t h e thirties and 

forties when wavea.f'ter wave of 1xnrnigra tion continued t o 

f low into Obi,o,. In l¥lay t he news arrived tha. t t he Rev . John: 

Bapt.ist Purcell was t h e one chosen rOI' 'chis t ask and t hat 

Michigan and the Northwes t TerritorY' formerly under t he eare 

of Bishop Fenwick llere t o be erected into t he d iocese of 

Detroit ~ Fa. t he.r Rese being elected t o t h i new see . 50 

50.. John G .. Shea., loco cit. -- -

Born at Mall ow., Ireland, February 26, 1800 or pious 

parents , John Baptist. Purcell re-ee i ved all t he e ducat ional 

advantages accessible to a Catholic child during the penal 

days in Ireland. To obta~ a college education, however , he 

was forced to leave h is native land and come to the United 
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States . On June 20, 1820 ho ent ered 110unt St . Llary's College, 

Emmi tsbur g , \11t h t he i ntention of f i tting h inlself for the 

priesthood. On March 1, 1824 he sailed for Europe , whe:t'e. he 

completed h is studies wi t h t h e Sulpiclan F'athersa.t Issy 

and Paris .. On May 26 , 1826, he was ordained a priest at 

l~otre Darns Cathedral, Paris, by Archbishop de Q.uelGln. In 

the fall of the following year he retUl'ne·d to America and. 

became a professor at Mt . St •. Mary's College. Later he was 

li".a.de president of that institution.. After receiving the 

a.ppointment as b ishop of Cincinnati he was consecrated in 

the Baltimore Cathodral by Archbishop 'Whitfield on October 

13, 1833 . Soon afterward h e set out to Whee·l ing from Balti-

more by stage and made his journey from tha.t point to Cin­

cinnati by steamboat. He r 'eaehed Cincinnati on Novetnber 14 ,. 

1833 and vIas installed as bishop by Bishop Flaget of Bards­

town . In t he 'course of tilce Bishop Purcell proved himself 

to be a man of great lea.l~ning , wide influence and remarkable 

popularity. A gifted orator , h e often had the opportunity 

of overco1n1ng prejudice by hls persuasive Vlords , and in order 

to keep in touch with t he educational system al'oUllu him and 

to be able to remove bar riers of ignorance on Catholic 

belief ~ he accepted roenlbet'shlp in the College of 'l'each ers of 

Cinc1.nnat1, which 1118.8 organized in 18;31. 51 

51 .. \'V .f 11. Venable, Beginnings £! .cul ture .!!l ~ Ohio Valley, 
175. 

Shortl.y after Bishop Purcell's arrival. in Cincinnati 
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t he t .lde of 1.mmlgra t.1on turned to Ohio on account of the 

s.ystem of' ee.nal s rec.entl;r introduced anti the building of 

railroads. Man". Irish and German Cs thol1cs found h omes near 

t he banks of the Ohl0., and. since his episcopal I'll ty had but 

one Catholic Church , t he biShop felt t he responsibility of 

their spiritual eara. 

The ca.uses of i mmigration were t he familia!' ones of 

r eligious persecution, economic oppression,. and civil dis­

abili ty., and yet the ee people brought a definite contribu­

tion to t he l and of t heir adoption . Carl Wittko l prof'essor 

of h istory at Oberlin College , in .9. eareful study of the 

lwnigrant Vix'1t;es as follows: 

"Even the .. anest and lowliest Old World 
peasant came from a land where t he churches 
areeenturleaold~ full rich l,. ee.rv·ed 
chaneels" altarpie'ces , pu~plt,s , s.culpture, 
wood,cal"vlngs, beautlfullyembroidel"ed 
vestments , and walls hung with t he painti ngs 
or old masters. In t he songs and dances 
of th.eir fol k festivals , in thei!' love of' 
flowers and beauties of the forest, in the 
elaboratel y embroidered bodtce ofa peasant 
girl, manyeentur1:es of Old World culture 
are revealed . "52 

52 . Carl Wittke , .~ ill., Introduction , XIV-XV . 

However , the national traits which one admires today 

were not al ways approved by Americans . These . :new arr ivals 

were d:tfferanti henee, to be s uspected .. Before one can 

evaluate the influence of the Church in t he Lake r e J.l: ion w1th 
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regard to problems which a1'-ose trom nationalistic prejudices, 

it is necessary to take into cons 1 derat'! on t hat relationship 

existing between American Catholics and t he civil state in 

the early days. Before 1800, the Church which was a minor! ty 

gPoup was always on the de fens-iva trying to keep alive and 

protect Itself. A dominant English culture kept the Oatholic 

Church in the background. With t he dawn of a new century 

came Jeffersonian democracy and more liberal Ideas concerning 

rellgion. Catholics' were still debarred from civil office, 

but the moral 1nt'luenC'es of the Church was gradually making 

itself felt out-side Its own instItutions. 

A few New Englanders had settled early in Ohio. The 

opening o·f the Lake. Erie Canal br-ought the Yankee first into 

the Western Reserve and then into the Lake region__ With him 

came his communIty life, discipline otcharacter, and to 

some extent his eecl;esiastlcal organization • .53 

53. H. K. Rowe, Historz 2! Religion !!! ~ United states, 72. 

The Methodist, Presbyterian, and Baptist relig ions made 

a _stronger appeal than that of the Oongregational, Lutheran 

or Catholic. There was inalatanee upon separation of the 

Church and State- a8 the indiVIdualism of the frontier gave 

rlse to an increasing number of sects. In fact it was sald, 

"There was little likelihood t hat t he Cathollc Church would 

spread among the prejudiced Americans of t he Northwest."54 

54 • Bond, .2£:. ill., 466. 
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DespIte these handioaps the Church toward the end of the 

first quarter of the nineteenth centUI'1', though small 1n 

rrumbers, poor, and in need of clergy, was fairly well organ­

ized. In most large towns along with the Church was found a 

school, an orphan asylum, and societies for the promotion of 

Catholic principles. As mentioned before, the year 1829 1s 

generally accepted ,a8 the turning point 1n the history of the 

United states . Material growth and institutional expansion 

marked the presidency of tmdre ... Jackson. The country had 

grown by leaps and bounds and the population had increased 

from about four million to almost t hirteen million within the 

forty years that elapsed since the formation of the federal 

government in 1789. New homes and new states were arising in 

the territory which lay between the Alleghanies and the 

Mississippi. In this increase of population, partIcularly 

a!'ter' 1829, In1rnigration was t he prominent factor. Weve after 

wave N)'lled over the c1 ties and prairies of the New America. 

The Irish, the Germans, and the Scandinavians poured into the 

United States all .seeking in theNe", World opportun1ties 

denied them, in the Old ;vorld • .55 

55. Carl Wittke, !!. Who Built America, 101. 

In 1811 t he steamboat and after 1830 the railroad 

facilitated the distribution of immigration throughout the 

West. It was preCisely in the same direction t hat the Church 

found her greatest growth and progress. From 1812 to 1821 
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seven states were admitted to t he Union. The total popula­

tion of t hese newly created: states was almost half as great 

as the populatIon of t he states which formed t he Union in 

1789. The people were absorbed 1n conquering nature--felllng 

trees, plowing t he prairies, anderectlng homes. LIterature, 

schools, and soclal manners all indicated t he newness of the 

t 56 coun ry_ 

56 . OIGorman, ,op., ill." 340 .. 341. 

Many or the newly arr1ved European Catholics made their 

way to construction centers during 1930 and 1850. For In 

t hese two deeades private and state companies constructed one 

thousand miles of' canals in Ohio alone connecting the Great 

Lakes with the Ohio river by two continuous routes, the 

eastern with termini at Cleveland 1n the north and Ports­

mouth 1n the south, and the other between Toledo and Cincin­

nati . These projects actually reached t hirty-seven counties 

1n Ohio and connected many more 150 as to form a network of 

routes for settlement. 57 

57. Robert E. ()haddock • .9.!!!2 before 1850: ! Stud;z .2!. Early 
Influences, 83-24., . 

Catholic priests vlsited these camps and sa1d Mass for 

the laborers. Along t he canals and the r al1roads sprang up 

parishes which became the 'center of Catholic activity and 



the nuclei 01' the several dioceses which were to be created 

in the next twenty yea.rs. 
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Foll.ow1ng In t he wake of llm1'ligration two new problems 

presented themaelvee, namely, nativism and nationalialn, both 

indicative of the rapId development of t he Church. Even 

the means used to conquer t hese points at issue showed that 

t he Church had become a power ofw-o-rth-while notice.. The 

Chur'ch has at all tllnes recognized the fact t he. t her duties 

re'Qched beyond the teaching of thedoetr1nes '01' faith, or 

erecting ecoleela.stical instItutions a nd 01' bringIng others 

into t he fold. As members of a publIc s.oole.ty, her ehildren 

must understand their 800ial, eo,onomie, and political obli­

gations to t heir tellow men.. In her cultural progr8Jn the. 

Church bas ever sought to educate her members regarding their 

cIvic rights and dutIes. How t h e Churoh has lived up to 

t h is an.elent, calling In her early days 1s a striking phase of' 

her life .. Frequently t he Church was on trial In a frontier 

cemmunityamong non-Cathelics, who were only too. willing to 

attribute to t he fermer the weaknesses of her children. 

NatI'ona11tles: showed tendenoies' to. settle In town 0.1' 

oountry, the Germans and theSoandinavians inolining toward 

agriculture and th~ Ir1sh, gregarious by nature, toward 

employment In t he oity. In the rural dlstl'lots t h e newcomers 

could mere Dr less adhere peacefully to the customs and tra .. 

dltions of theirnatlve land. It was, not so in t h e oi ties 

where Oatholles. were oo.nfronted by soelal. pressure in a 
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hestile envirenment. Yankees with a lefty air 0.1' superierity 

looked down upon Cathelic s as inferior b~ings who. practiced 

a -des.p1sed religion. The small minor1ty of' Catholicl!! had to. 

work under great difficulties and in some instances but tel' 

the selicitude of the Church weuld have succumbed. The Church 

became theeenter from which Catho.llc sooial life took Its 

root . 

The s'oclal program of t he Ch~eh reoeived dueattentien 

and musical and lite.rary preductions previd&d. adequate recre­

atlon. An ergan~ considered quite an acquisition at the 

t1me, a.nd. a geod che1r were the ambItion ef every yeung cengre­

gat1en . Theatrieal clubs, athlet1c Qlubs, and sodalities 

existed 1n large nUJ'llbers, generally olosel y connected. with 

the Church and enceuraged by the Catho11c hierarchy. The 

imm1gra.nt element which had' as its special incentives to. keep 

alive t he memories of a common origin forme.d benevolent., 

political and social organizations. 58 

58. Carl Wittke , op. cit . , 144. 
~ -

St . Joseph's LIterary Society of St . John's Church, 

Canten, was incorpora ted. as early as January 28, 1825 by an 

act of the Genel'al Assembly df the State of Ohio. 59 

59. Laws of OhiO, Columbus, Ohio , 1825, XXIV:45 .. 47 •. 

Catholic newspapers like the Catholic Tel ·egraph and the 
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Wahrhe1t-treund aimed to give the reaCiercorrect re·l1g1ou8 and 
" 

historioal objectives. 

An ol'gan1zation formed to give edlf'1eat1on and to pre ... 

vent and ,correct asocial evil was the Father Mathew Temper­

ance Society. The famous "Apostle of Temperance,a from Ire­

land v1sited th1s country about the m1ddle of the last century 

and spoke not only under CatholiC but occasionally und.er 

Protestant 9.uspicces. Appa.rently t h e te-mperanee movement 

EUllong the IriSh-Catholics had conside·rahle suocess, for we 

.read t hat in many instances the St. Patrick's Day celebpa ... 

t i ona were conducted on temperance pr1nc1ples. In C1ncinnatl 

t he SOCiety took t he form of the ea'thelia 'fatal Abstinence 

Assoc;ia tion and the pledge was administered to its member 's 

60 on March 29 I lS40. . 

60. Ca.tholic , Telegraph,. IX , 53, Feb.. 15 , 1840. 

The accusatiol1 Is sometimes made that Catholics have 

shown little interest in the political welfare of t he nation, 

and t hat ca:rtain nationalH;ies have retained their nat1ve 

customs" languages ,and ideals 1n preference to American 

demOOI'atie principles . True , few Catholics have ever held 

high political effle·es. Belong1ng t o a small group , conscious 

of an ever-existing prejudlce ,. t he 1'lll1nig;rant usually prized 

h is faith above all political ambitions , especially If a 

po11tical career meant that he apoets.tlze from that fai th. 
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Much of the German immigration went Jiast along the Erie 

Canal to the Great Lakes and then 01'1 to " t he prairies. 'l'hey 

had taken no part in poll tical government in Eur'ope " hence 

they were not po11t1c.ally-minded . They were more concerned 

about t he soc1al and economic welfare of the community. Once 

adjusted t o t heir new envipo.runent, however ., t hey developed 

admiration for Io.merlcan democratic 1:nstltutione . By the 

middle of the 1840 's life among the German element was in 

full awing. Columbus, Clevo1and, Dayton and other cities 

had sizable and important Gernumcolonies, before 1850. Cleve­

land had German soc,ieties and chu:rches in 1836. Toledo had 

attracted 'both a strong Gel'Ii1S.n Lutheran and German Catholic 

element, which was organized into many societies. Turner 

states that at one time the German element quite controlled 

the balance of politioal power in OU10 .• 61 

61. F . J. Turner , The Frontier!!:!, American HlstorI, 349-350. 

With these early settle.rs came the val iant priests of 

their homelands to care for theirspir1tual needs. Such men 

Of heroic type as Father William J .. Hontmann, who founded 

the colony ofs'turdy Germans at Glandorf; Father Otto 

Bredeiel.c , who out of his own patrimony pur~ehases the site. of 

t he first church in Delphos; the e.arly Redemptorists, Father 

F . X. Tsohenhens .; Fa t..'1.e1" F. X. l'taetscher" and Fa thaI' John ~l . 

l~eumann , who from their par1sh Q.t Peru ministered to the 

surrounding missions.; the saintly Father FranCis Brunner , 



Provincial of the Precious Blood Fathers , who establ ished 

St . Joseph's , Tiff i n , as well as Father F . X. Weninger, the 

11 Apostle of t he Gel~l1lt:m sl!· ... -s.ll were pioneer workers in t he 

fie ld before 1950. 62 

62., Hov .. Theodore Roemer, O.M .C., The Ludwig- l": isslon s 
verein, 93. 
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The Irish temperament 1s noted tor buoyancy and optimism 

and tor the abIlIty to get t he maximum enjoyment from what 

life has to otter. Thousands ot Irish workers on canals 

and railroads eventually settled down in Ohl0 along the 

routes they had helped develop. But in the practiee ot law, 

politics, and even in the Church the Irishman has been 

especially sucoessful perhaps because these professions 

required t hat 'warm, human tOUCh, mixed with a certain dash 

ot quick wittedness, socharaeteristlc ot many Irishmen. 

Their increase in numbers, wealth, and power aroused t he an­

tagonism ot t heir New England neighbors. This unfriendly 

feeling only encouraged group interests in politics. At 

Van Buren's election in 1836, the Irish so controlled the 

democr'atic political machine that Bishop Purcell. an avowed 

National Republican, was aceused by a Cincinnati editor ot 

having directed the vote. The bish op replied: 

It • ••• I have never influenced the 
vote of a single individual ot my :flock--



and in t his course :r: am determined to 
per S&'ve1'8 • n 63 

63. Letter, Bishop Purcell to Ed. Mr . Ramsay: Nov. S, 1936 
( N~una of paper is not given) Cincinnati , Oh1o. 
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The instances quoted of German and Iri sh in Ohio sh o'VI 

tha.t Western Cathol icism ha.d become a vigorous and growing 

religion , manifest Ing more strength t han Protestantism. 

Protestants, a larmed , began characterizing all Catholics as 

"foreigners" and organized t hemselves into "native American" 

groups to combat the "threat" against the economiC ,. pol Itical, 

and social structure of America. 64 Between 1850 and 1840 

64. R . A. Bi l lington , ~ Protes tant Crusade , 1800-1860, 54 .. 

these groups en tered into pollM.cs a.nd became known as the 

" Know-Nothing Party,fI aiming to keep all native and foreign 

Catholi:cs from politIcal offioe . Active in this campaign 

was Samuel F . B. Morse , i nventor of t he telegraph and 8..n 

ar dent .anti-Catho1 ic propagandist. As a ut h or' of two books 

on the subject, Morse urged Protes.tan ts to abandon their 

religious dlff()rences and unite against C atholicsehoo1s . 

Cs.tho11c office-holders, and especially against lenient immi­

gration la,vs . 6 5 

65.. !bid . " 124. 

AS30eia ted with Morse was Doetor Lyman Beeeher ', 1s. ter 



profoitSor ()f !ana Theologica.l Somiro.aI']' o£ Oine1untl. tl. On 

contlng t o OhiQ he ooca.1!:C alfU'k!.-ed a. .ppavent Oa tholl '_ 

d ll& a~~6d 

ttthat t he' despotic .t$0118 Gt Europe, had 
ie tero1ne.d to ~rt('amp out republ.1ctm1sm of 
the Un! ted. States b,. w1nn1ng American 
conv~rt.e ~nd by aend~ pop! 
to that40Utlt%7' .. 1t66 

· ........... -'bOrW1 , I • 1] • 

S:6. Ibt~ •• 126. 

'17 

achier, 1. t is s.a1d, lea~to 'nlodU'y h i .s opinion when 

he, ,tlaw t hat Catholic ptaie.ats neveIt' pan. away troD e. pe.tl1e~ee 

edthat, t he ,Sisters of Ol'-Al"lt,. .. rEt 'W:lOOtt.8tng in theu' 

tttt.."1istratlolt& to t he ,sick and t..l1edylng. 67 

$ .. ' J 

$'7 .. li~nry now. ,,· !£. Cl t, .. . I I ~,&S9 ., 

~ -, 

Dur1ag the f'n;.15t 8Q8alon or t h& Colleg. of' TI)Qcher ,8 

11'1 Z~ovember. 1836, 8 1shop Pur:cell by Hqu.at addressed the 

meeting. A.t t he cloae of tbo, lMtwe a short but 1ntot'eatlng 

d.,bate Qrose bet'W'ee:n the Blshop and Re:v . D_tOll" Wl1aon, U;d 

ft&C4rl'ied em "'!th harrn<my and .good will. In t h e follo'Wl rJ.8 

Hssion. ~l"' .. A1e:xe.nEier Campbell sUPpt>.J.8ed his ,audlen_ by an 

unprovoked a.t taek on t he Cat'ho.11c, Church.. B1.ebop 1\utcell 

took eXC8lptlon to lat . Campbell f8 pe~k8 and on December 19,. 

1856 W!'1:)tce alette:t' t o the C.!'p;\l1~at~ Ga~f.!~te "acoepting the 

}o.untle:t of $. public della tl'.i.roml dOll.ft to h1ul by Aloxnnder 



Campbell in that paper . Thus beJt.an the famous Purcell­

Campbell Del)ate which was held in the C!lmpbell Church, con­

verted later on into t he Catholic Church of St . Thomas . S8 

68. Catholic Telegraph , V:372 .. Oct. 20, 1836. 

Mr. Oampbell drew up seven points at issue the seventh 

of which is indicative of the nature of t he controversy: 

"The Roman Cath.olie religion, if infallible. 
and unsuseeptib1e of refOI'Il"A tion" as 
alleged, is essentially anti-Ameri can, 
being opposed to t he genius of all free 
inst1tutions, and p081tive1y subversive of 
them, oppos1ng t he gener a l reading of the 
scriptures and t he diffusion of useful 
knowledge among the whole commun1 ty, so 
essential to liberty a.nd the permanency of 
the govermnent.fl69 

69. Al-exander' Campbell and Rt. Rev . J. B. Purcell, LDebate 
SID. ~ RO%l"An Oatholic Religion, VII, Introduction. 
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The debate which was conducted both morning and afternoon, 

opened Ja.nuary 13, 1837 and closed on Saturday, January 21. 

The audlene.e wtls so large 'that fears wereentertalned for the 

safety of the building. ~be Blahop in conclusIon said: 

nWe have all, 9. great deal to do to improve 
t he mer'ala of the ,age, to elevate the 
standard of 1lterature;r to promote by such 
means as all Christian approve t he welfare 
of our common count ry, and to obtain for 
our green state, the fertile and flourish ing 
Ohio, a distingu1shed rank for knowledge, 
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virtue and patriotism among hoI' 01der and 
her younger sisters in t his f~lrrepubllc."70 

70. Alexander Campbell and Rt . Rev. Purcell, .2l1:. ill. , 357. 

Public opinlonacclaimeda vIctory for the bishop to 

the dIscomfIture of some of' thesectarlan journals. The 

Catholic Telesraph in its comment stated: 

"We repeat what we said last week , that an 
event more propltIou8 f'or CatholiCS could 
not have occUl~red.1!71 

71. Catholic Telegraph, VI:99 , March 2 , 1837. 

Judge Burnet , former Governor of' Californ ia ., author of 

" e Path ;Vhich Led a Protestant Lawyor to the Catholic Church" 

was one of' the converts ga ined bY' the Bishop I S clear expos ition 

of the Catho1ie doc trlne.72 

72. Ibid ., V1:100, J.~arch 2 , 18 37. ' 

Thus did Bishop Purcell defend t he doctrines of the 

Catholic Church and contribute much to the religious and in-
I 

tellectualactivlty of' Catholicity in Ohl0 •. 

Vcr.y shortly a.fter Bishop Purcell aI'rived in the diocese, 

he published a Pastoral to theelergy a.nd laity of' his flock. 

I n it extolled the life and labors of his saintl y predecessor , 



Bishop FerlWlck, showed his own zeal for t he furtherance of' 

Christian edllcatlon , and ur eed t he people to depend in their 

OVlll exertions rathor than upon European aid in building 
73 churches. 

73 •. Catholic Telegraph , 111:11, Nov . 29 , 1833. 
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His next announcement was a charity sermon for the bene­

f'l tof' t he Asylum which led to the f'oundation of the St . 

Peter's Benevolent Associati on for t he ma intainance of t he 

orphans at St. Peter's Asylum. This association, together 

with the St . Joseph SOCie ty f'or med later, took upon i tself' the 

care a nd protection of t he homeless l ittle ones of the diocese 

and procured better a ccommodations f or the Sisters and the 

chl1dren .74 

'74 . Ibid., 111 :55 , Jan . 10 , 1834. 

Af'ter seeing t hi s project f'alr l y launched , the Bishop 

began a visitation of h is dlocese ~ which bad oontributed much 

t o the growth of' Catholicity in t he sta.te of' Ohl0. Like the 

first bishop of Cincinnati he impressed f avorably t he Pro-

testants 1n all parts of t he state I who "[Greonly too anxious 

to invite him t o speak i n publIc buildi ngs or even in their 

own churches. '1'0 vie '1 t t he se communi ties mean t travel on 

horseba.ck , through dense f'orests, to ford streams , or in the 

vicinity of t he railroad, "it meant a trip on a handcar pro­

pelled by t he sturdy arms of some faithful Irish roadsman . 



But God's bless1ng rested on his work and by 1844 the 

churches numbered seventy and t he Catholic populat1on had 

grown to 50,000.75 

75. Rev. J. H. Lamott, OPe cit., 78. 
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Like the "Charity Sermons" for t he schools, tlAnniversary 

Orations" were made an important factor in securing help for 

t he orphanages and other charitable institutions. The st. 
Peter Benevolent Associ ation invited speakers of note on 

various programs with considerable profit to t he institutions. 

Not content with finding ways and means to conduct free 

schools and orphanages t he Bishop organized in St. Peter's 

Cathedral congregation tiThe Martha and Mary Socletytl for the 

spiritual and temporal relief of t he sick and the ind1gent. 

The members paid ·a· monthly contribution and a visIting com­

mittee of eight ladi es was appointed to seek for t he needy 

and to give t hem immediate help, and to ·report other con­

ditions at t he next meeting of t he society.76 

76. Catholic Telegraph, VIII:36, Jan. 10, 1839. 

German CRtholics organized the St. Aloysius Orphan 

SOCiety for boys on January 27, 1837 under the presidency of 

J. B. Germann. Father Henn! was t he gui d1ng spirit and to 

obtain funds t he society declde~ on publishing t he 'Wahrhelt­

freund under h1s editorship. A home was purchased and later 
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dedicated on t he feast of St. Aloysius. Miss Angela SIemers 

was direotress of t he home until .the Sister's of Charity took 

ove,r t he establisbment on May 8, 1842. 

In order to strengthen t he institutions of his diocese 

and t .o meet t he growing need of churches, BIshop Purcell 

resolved to visit Europe as his predecessor had done ., although 

at t he time of h is first pastoral letter be had felt that 

European help was waning and urged h1s flock to depend on 

their own exertions. During t he year spent in Europe the 

bishop aroused anew the generous spirit of t he Propagation 

of t he Faith at Lyons, Munich and Vienna; he gained the 

Jesuits tor Cincinnati and he brought with him to New York 

where he landed on August 22, 1839 seven pr1ests among whom 

were Fathers Joseph Maohebeuf' and .tohn B.aptist ~, both 

destIned to fill important places in the American hierarchy. 

Willa Cather's great American novel, Death Gomes for the --
Archbishop, eente:ra around t he missionary-actlv1ty of t hese 

prelates. 

The Catholio Telegraph, now e ight years in existence, 

seemed doomed to failure 11' financ1al support was not forth­

coming . A mass meeting of Catholi,os of Ohio and Kentucky 

took up the matter and devised means for its ma1nte.nance. An 

ASSOCiation called tiThe Roman Catholic Soc1ety for t he D1f­

fuSion of Knowledge" was formed and renewed life and strength 

was given to t he paper. The duty of this soc1ety was to 

attend to t he publications ·of the Catholic Telegraph and of' 



all Catholio works seleoted by t he proper authorities and 

the proouring of leoturers on literary, ' soientifio and theo­

logical subjects.77 

77. Catholic Telegraph, 111:380-382, :1'10 v .. 7, 1839. 

The building of a new oathedral was t he bishop's next 

concern. The edifioe e'rected in 1828 had beoome entirely 

83 

too small for St. Peter's congregation, hence the bishop had 

purohased a site opposite t he City BuIlding for the new 

oathedral. The oornerstone was laid on May 20, 1841 and in 

t he sealed box were many important doouments giving an account 

of the spread of Christlanity and t he growth of t he city. 

ffhe editor of the Clncinnati Misoellany deseribes the ex­

terior as follows: 

"This fine building , belong1ng to t he Roman 
Catho11c Society 1s completely finished,: 
exoept1ng the portlc'() in front .. • .. • and 

. . 1s worthy of all the labor and expense it 
has oost, as an archi teetural pile and an 
ornament fo our city. It 18 the finest 
bu1ld1ng 1n the West, and t he most impo.sing, 
in appearanoe, of any Catholio Ohurch, t he 
metropolitan edifice ln Baltimore not ex­
oepted. 

"St. Peter's Cathedral iaa parallelo­
gram of two hundred feet 1n length, by 
e1ghty in breadth. It is fifty-five from 
f'loor to oei11ng. The 1'00,1' 1s partly sup­
ported by t he s1de walls, whlchas well 0.8 
the front, average four feet 1n th1ckness, 
but principally upon eighteen freestone 
pl11ar8~ nine on each slde~ which are of 
three-and ... a-half feet diameter and thirty­
three fe'et ln helght. The oel11ng 1s of 



stucco-VJork, of a rIch and expensIve' 
character, which renders it equal in beauty 
to that of any cathedral in the world, 
as asserted by competent judges, although 
exe,cuted, in this instance, by J. F.. Taylor,. 
a Cincinnati artist, for a price les8 than 
one-half of what 1. t would have ,cost in 
Europe. The main walls are bull t of Dayton 
marble" of which this building f'urnishes 
the first example in Cincinnati. The base­
ment 1s of the blue lime'stone of the Ohio 
river, and forms an appropriate oontrast 
of t he superstruoture. The bells, not yet 
finished, which will be a ohime of the 
usual number and range,. played by machinery, 
such as is employed in musicalclocka" are 
in preparation f'or' the edifiCe. The steeple 
is two hundred and twenty-one feet in heIght. 
The cath edral is finished with a center aisle. 
of six feet " and two aisles for pr,ocesslonal 
purposes,. eleven feet each, adjoining the 
side walls. The residue of the space f'orms 
one hundred and f'orty pews ten feet in leng th. 
The roof 1s composed or iron plates, whose 
seams are coated wi t h a composition of coa1-
tal' and sand, which renders it imperv10us to 
water~tt78 
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78. Charles (ast ( a d), Cincinnati MIscellany, 11:17'7, October, 
1845-1851. 

Of the interior he wr1tes: 

fI An alt'ar of the purest C61rrara marble, made 
by Chiappri, of Genoa, occup1es the west end 
of the cathedral.. This 1s embellished with 
a center piece,. be1ng a circle of rays, round 
whIch, wreaths and f'lowers are beautIfully 
ohiseled. It is of exquisite design and 
wOP'kmanshlp. At the opposite end, 1s put an 
immense organ, of' forty-four stops' and twenty­
.seven hundred pipes t lately finished by Schwab t 
of our city, wh ich cost $5,400. One of these 
pipes alone is thirty-three feet long and 
weIghs f'aur hundred pounds.. There is no doubt, 
t hat t h is is an instrument superior in size" 
tone and power, to any. on this continent. 



"'The following paintings ooeupy the 
various oompartments 1n the 'cathedral: St. 
P·ster Llberated by t he Angel; -Dese"Snt from 
the CrO~HJ; Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin; st. Jerome; Christ in the Garden; 
Flight into Egypt. 

"The St. Peter 1s by Murillo .• well 
known as t he head of t he Spanish school; and 
was a present to Bishop FenwIck., from Cardi­
nalFesch, uncle to Napolecm. The others 
are by some of t he :fix-st artists in Europe. 

"The two windows next to the altar are 
o:f · stained glass, and serve to give us, or 
the west, an idea or that style of ll1lJi'4rtlng 
light, 'through edific'8s dev~~ed to ma1gtous 
purpose.s" in the old wor14. ' 

79. Charles Cist, 10c., ill. 

Edifying' circumstances accompanying Itserectlon are 

summed up in .the:following: 

80. ill.£. 

"Not a dFOP of ardent spirits was consumed 
in theerectlon or theeathedral, and not­
wIthstanding the unmanageablesb:ape and size 
of the materials, not an aee1de·nt occurred 
in the whole progl'es8 of the work. Every 
man employed about 1t,wa8 paid off every 
Saturday night; and,as the prinCipal part 
of the labor was pEJrtormed ata season of 
the year when working hands are, not, usually 
employed at their advantage, muehot the 
work was executed when 1abor·sand materials 
were worth :far less than at present. The 
Dayton marble altme I at current prices, 
would nearly 'treble 1 ts original eost • The 
heavy d1sbursements have proved a seaso:nable 
and sensible benefit to the laborln~ 01as8 • . . 
Theent1re oost of the building 1'8 $120,000.n80 

85 



The history of the edueationa1 progress of Ohio would 

be Incomplete without mention of t he pi<:>neer work undertaken 

oy three relig ious communities prior to 1850. The Sisters 

of Notre Dame de Numer began work in this country in 1840 
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at the Invitation of Bishop Purcell. On January 18, 1841, 

they opened a boarding school and an aoademy in Cincinnati 

known as the Young Ladles Literary InstItute ~ Boar ding 

School .. Succesl!3 attended their efforts andal3 early as 1843, 

tl1ey began their program of expansion which has c'arrie-d them 

to many parts of the eountry.81 

81. CatholloTe1egraph, X :21, January 16, 1841. 

The next to come to the diocese were t he Sister.s of the 

Precious BlOOd.. Their educational aetlvity appears to have . 
begun about t he year 1845 at New Riegel" Seneca County, where 

they opened a school for girls as well as an orphanage . At 

Ma,ria Stein they established a convent where they introduced 

the perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 82 

82 . Rev. J. 1I . Lamott, .2£.:.. ill-, 259 . 

Ever sinee theircomlng to t h is country i n 1727 the 

Ursuline Nuns have remaine¢'. a potent influence in t he educa­

tion of girls but it was more than El century later that they 

extended their activity beyond New Orleons. I n 1845 eo con­

tingent of Ursulines under the direction of Mother Julia 

-
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Chatfield came from France and estnbl i she.d a house at Fayette­

ville, Brown County, Ohio. They began to t 'each school to 

some children in t he neighborhood and on October 4, 1845 , 

received t he f1rst boarding students into t heir young ladies' 

academy. In t he meant1:me , however, t he sehool was incorpor­

ated June 6, 1846 as the Sa1nt Ursula Literarz Ins t itute. 83 

83 . ~. 

Fundament all y , the purpose of these schools was to equip 

the girls for the homo and soc i oty and to instruct them in 

Christian ideals. How well they attained these goal s cannot 

b e determined wi t h accuracy, but obviousl y there was a closo 

analogy between t hese schools and t he general . concept of' 

woman's place 1n social and economi c 11fe. 

For some time Bishop Purcell had felt t hat rel igion would 

profit by having a blshop in t he northern part of Ohio and 

he resolved to lay this before t he prelates of t he Sixth 

Provincial Council at Baltimore in P4ay, 1846. The Fathers 

of t he Council approved his plan and asked the Holy Fa ther 

to create a. new bishopric. The Holy See, therefore,. on April 

23, 1847 erected the diocese of Cleveland, placing the lines 

of division across t he state at 400 41' but later changed it 

to agree with county limits . 84 

84 . Catholic Telegraph , XVIII:l4. 



88 

Bishop Purcell m1ght be called. the "Americanizing 

BiShop". Up to his time all had been f~ont1er. Ne'W na t10nal 

groups came and h~ had to handle the question of native pre.ju­

dice . How well he neutralized these groups in a spirit of 

ChPistian charity and laid the foundation of Catholicity in 

the new republic is best shown by t he progl?6sS of t he Church 

during his long episcopacy. 

The scene of activity now shifts to t he northern part 

of the state to the newly created diocese of Cleveland under 

the direction of the Right Rev .. Amadeus' Rappe, first pastor 

of St. Francis de Bales Church, Toledo .. However, before 

taking up the development of the Church :tn this lona1ity 

prior to 1850, the diocese of Detroit erected in 1833 and a 

part of the' original diocese of Cincinnati deserves consider­

ation. 
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CHAPTER IV 

HE DIOCESE OF DETROIT 

When, Cinclnnat,i was made a bishopric in 1821, the dio­

cese extended trom t he Ohio River to t he Gre.atLakes including 

t he entire state of' OhiO, MIchigan and what later became Wis-

cons in. 

The state of Ohio alone ·sufficed to keep Bishop Fenwick 

busy with merely imperative matte"l's, hence he f'requently 

petitioned t he Holy See to erect a b18hopric in the North­

west c-ountry which he considered a frut ttul field for a 

zealous bishop. In compli ance with his wish, Gregory XVI 

erected the See of Detrol t on March 8, 1833. The diocese em­

braced the state ot Mlchl gan and the Northwest l'erritory 

whlch bad prev10usly been administered by Bishop F1aget and 

Bishop FenwicK. l 

1. John G. Shea, 2.2.!. ill-, 111:633. 

The tirst candIdate proposed f'or the new See was Father 

Richard who bad done so much for religion in Michigan. But 

an unfortunate lawsuit with a member of his congregation 

made t he appointment impossible and the cholce fell on the 

Rev. Frederick Rese, long active among the German Catholics 

in Clnclnnat1.2 

2. Richard Papers , 1I :246 ; Original in Roman Catholic Archives, 
Bishop's ReSidence, Detroit, #19. 

-
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The name of' Father Richard, however, haa ever been held 

wit h t he greatest regard and veneration , in this loeality and 

Protestants vie wi t h Catholics to do honor to his memory. On 

October 16, 1940 the city of Detroit publicly manifested 

this respect when a statue monument was unveiled i n Richard 

Park in t he presence of t housands of spectators. Tributes to 

the greatness of the f'amous priest and sketched of' h is work 

were given by several speakers among whom was Dr . Randolph 

Adams, director of the Clements Library of' t he Universi t y of 

Michigan, who called Father Richard "the flret great social 

servan t of De·troi tft and declared. t hat tr in add! tion to 

rebuilding his parish it is no t too much t o say that he t ook 

over t he job of rebuilding Detroit. tr3 Doctor Adams con-

3 . Detroit~, October 17, 19401 43 . 

tlnued 1n his a ddress: 

ItFather Richard's l ite was spent in trying 
to help, and he had constantly to deal wi th 
those who wanted to hlnde:r . It was in this 
adversity that t he sweetness and greatness 
of his character glowed as a grea t beacon. 
• • 

tl Be virtually drove Detro! t into pro­
viding a public school system. That he was 
one of the greatest of' educators who lived 
Ql'l1ongst us ought to be evident f"rom his 
dreams o·f t hings to come in Michigan . 

flIt 1s no ref'lection upon t he city of 
Detroit to say that the h\llJl&n materi al with 
which Father Richard had to work was pretty 



4 . Ibid. - ' 

crude. For nearly e. hundred years bofol"6 
the arrival or- Father Richard , Detroit was~ 
and had to be" a frontier town ~ with all 
the crudlty that the words 1mply."4 
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From t he beginning of the settlement in 1701 religion 

and education had a defInite place in the plan or Cadillao, 

its founder. For atter the d&f'enslve work ~d been completed 

and enelo&ed w1th strong pal1aades ; a log ene-pel was buIlt 

and placed under the patronage of 'the mother of th~ Blessed 

Vlrg1n . 5 

5,., Richard Elliott , USketehes of' the Life and Times_of ae,v. 
Gabriel. Richard, U American Catholic JjlstoI'ical Records , 
XVI, 155-156, 

Evidence ora school. is :found in ,a letter written in 

1703 by Oadillac in which he says 1n part : 

"Permit me to insist upon the great necessity 
there is for the establishment of a Seminary 
at this place for the instruoti<l-n of the 
children of' the savages with others of the 
French , instructing them in piety ,. and" at 
the same t1me, teae-hing them our language. tt8 

6. Silas Farmer , History 2! Detroit ~ Miehl:mn , 1:720. 

The school was undoubtedly establishe"d tor in the 

register of Saint Annetsp~ish dated May 15, 1'155 Jean Bap­

tiste Rocoux is listed as the "Directopof the Christian 
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School,s in the town and cboir master of the parish. it '7 

'7 . Regis tt-o-s de la Paroiese de, Ste. Anne, for the year 1772, 
Burton Historical Col1eet1on"Detroit" Michigan. 

The Franoiscans and Je8uits successively bad charge of 

the parish during the many years that followed and both 

Ol-ders were outstanding in their zeal for education . Rlstori·, 

cally the Catholio Church VIas the first orga.nlzed system of 

religion whose influence WQS felt In this terri tory and 

Saint Anne ' s school not only weathGr&d the storms incidental 

to fran,tier 11fe , but thriving today in the twentieth century 

1s the oldest lInk connecting the marvelous tu~h1evement In 

education in th$ Detroit ottoday with thQse first attempts 

made in t he city of Cad1l1ac. 8 

8 , John A. Russell" ~ Gepman1c Influence ~ t he Mak!;ng 2! 
'Michi gan , 257. 

~)hen the Lake region came under American eontrol in 1796 

Detpoit fell under the jurisdiction of Baltimore. In June , 

17~8, Fe. ther Richard was sent th-ere to as,sist Father vadoux , 

and upon the departure of the latter thl"ee years later" he 

was made pa.stor , with Rev ", John D1l.het" anothor Sulpiclan, il8 

his asslstant. 9 

9. J . A. GiraI'din, "Life al1d Time-sot Rev. Gabriel Richard, " 
1ehisan P1one-erand Historical Societz Collections, 1:481 . 
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His. parish which numbered between :rive and six thousand 

souls, extended from the head waters of·, Lake Erie to Sault 

at. Ma.rie, the islands of Lake Huron and. Miohigan, and around 

the ooast of the latter :to the south of the St .. Joseph River 

and the present site of Chicago. 10 

10. Richard Elliot, CPA! oit ., 155. 

Born at Saintes, France, August 15, 176'7 Gabriel Richard 

was said to havo be(ln related on h~~g mother t S side to Bossuet. 

Becoming a priG-at" and a .member of tho Sulp1cian order , he 

was for a tIme 1n charge of t he fa:mous Seminary at Issy and 

professor of mathematics.. Like so many other Sulplelans, 

Father Riohard took refuge in Ame:rleadurlng the F'reneh Revolu­

tion. He arrived ,at Baltimore en June 24, 1'792 and was sent 

to Prairie du ROCher, Ill1nois,where he labored for six years 

untIl hi.s apPOintment to Detroit .. l.1 

11 . (f.,A .. Girardin , loc .• clt . --
In spite of early endeavors education wa.s at a low ebb 

when he took oharge o:f his :flock and his great aim. was to 

stimulate his parlshoners with a love f 'or learning. Hla 

coming at once 1nfuaed new lite into the pariah at Detroit . 

For-saasing the future gr'eatne.ss of the. new Republic a.nd the 

gt'owth ot' the new West ., he realized that the future of the 
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Chureh in America depended upon the sound Catholic education 

of the r1sing gonerations. Hence he set, to work to e stabllsh 

e. ~ complete sys:tem of Catholic education eompr181ngelementary 

schools, high schools and aca.demIes, and an institution for 

higher- learning under Catholic auspices. to a certain extent ,., 

His contemporru."lesspes.k of him as a. profound theologian, 

an eloquent spe:aker, a. good mathematician, and an able composer 

of' music . Often he thundered forth from his pulp! t against 

the vice of intemperance and. strongly opposed the . use of 

tobaeeo .. 12 

12. J .. A. (}ire.rdln,~ elt., 483. 

Prudence and determination marked the opening of his 

parochial administration and soon hia austere life, zeal and 

eloquGnee hada .salutary effect in the reformation of the 

existing abuses and In therel1g1ous disolpline ot the wayward 

members of his aongr&gatlon. lIe enlarged and improved the 

parochial seh ool and established an aeadem:y- or high sohool for 

boys and young men" confin1ng the work or the e:xlsting sehool 

to t he instruotion of the younger children, both boys and 

girls. These two SChools were in existenoe In 1802. He next 

visi ted in turn the settlements outsi.de the t .. Ol1D from the 

River Raisin near Lake Erie to the shores of Lake St. Clalr.13 

13 . Richard Elliot, .2E.:.. cit., 161. 



He next turned his attention to the higher education of 

girls . This problem V{a~ more difficult., The Ursu11nes at 

N~w Orleans were the only- teaching sisterhood in the country 

at the time and t he number of teachers there was insufficient 

for t he work: . Undaunted by dii'fieul ties ,. Father Richard 

e.ourageousl,. set to work to train tea.chers for his Pl'>oposed 

Y01..mg ladies aeadel'l'IY" ,. turning his pastoral residence into a 

kind of normal school with Father Dllhet and himself as 

teachers. In 1604 he selected four young la.dies of high 

SOCial standing, whQ showed an aptitude and w1llingness for 

the work.. The names of these young ladies were Monique 

La.badie , Elizabeth Lyon, Angellque Gsmpau, and Elizabeth 

l11ia%l'l8 , tbe latter being the sistarof Ganer.al John R. 
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Williams. Pather Richard belioved in specialization, and 

each of the young ladies was prepared for Q. particular depart­

reent of school ·work. 14 

14. Rev .. J:. A .. Burns , The Pr.lnc1~les, Origin and Es~abl.lsh­
ment or the Cathol lcSehool ?{stem In theUnlted s tates,. 
p:-iB3; American Catholic liis or1ealResearches# XV'S7 . 

His next enterprise was a s-eminary for young men. Father' 

D1lhet and he lectured upon religious history and upon topics 

intended to develop a. vocation for the sacerdotal a,tate among 

the stUdents . Thus 1n 1804 E'ather Richard had in operation 

primary school,s for boys and g lI'ls,an academy f .or young 

ladle s and a seminary for young men . 15 

15 . Ri'chard Papers, 1 : 4- 5 . 
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The system of education in its completeness and coordi­

nation was far in advanoe of" theeducat10nal ideals of the 

t -ime. The teachers tra.ined by Pather Richard al"ld his assistant 

... tere highly successful in their work . Miss Lyon and }jass 

Williams oontinued the work 01" teaChing for about t'orty years, 

nnd ~Uss Campau for more than tweuty-f"1 ve years . Miss La.badie 

r.aarried" but retalned a strong Q,lW praetleal interest in 

schoal work all her life. Later she brought the lfuns of' the 

Sacl"ed Heart to Detroit to establish a school for the hIgher 

education of girls and made over to th&m a property and endow­

ment of' $100,000.15' 

16. Rev. J ,ff A. Burns, .eR.:. ill . ., 197. 

A strong believer in industrial education Father Richard 

held that the work of the aeademl.s or higher schools for 

both young men and women in addition: to the teaching of the , 

cultural branches, should include a. practical training in the, 

art8 and sciences w~::tlch were connected wi tJ.l the ocoupations 

of the pupils 1n after lifG . ,e brought from the East 

spinning wheels" looms,. a.nd carding app&ratu8, wi th colorIng 

lna.toris.ls" and in tlle girls' school sewing and spInning a.nd 

other hous-ehold arts or t he time \vere taught along with the 

ordinary subjects ot study. In the boys' school, he set up 

an electric.al ma.chine and physical apparatus of various ~1nds, 

and aimed at developing a pra.ctical bent toward meehan.1cs 



and physics,_ together wi tha thorough grasp of me. thema tics II 1"7 

17;. S11aB F9.l-mer~ 02. cit., 185. 

T() Fathet- Richard belongs the credit 'ofimport1ng from 

Fr-anee the first organ and the first plano in Detr'olt. At 

his death he left several manus'er1pts of music of his own 

composition, which were pronounced by artists as excellent 

compos1tions.l.S 

18. J . A. Gir'ard1n, oJ? ~lt ... 491. 
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The following incident is recounted in the Detroit Da1ly 

~lbuae ot January 8, 1856: 

U'l'heorgan to which reference had been made, 
was very 'singularly preserved. In 1812" While 
the Indians W8I'"e here in 1ar'ge numbers, '1 twas 
taken to pieces. The gilt pipes struck their 
fancy, a~d each appropr1a.tedone,and went 
about the streets blowing upon it#- 'so that lts 
parts were scatter~d throughout the city and 
vicinity. One da.y a citizen met one of the 
nat1ves, and asked him if he knew what he was 
blowing upon. He sal,d he did not. The, ,cltlzen 
'told him he' was blowing upon the flute of the 
Great Spirit. He passed on w1thout thinking 
about it" but not so the Indian. The news 

' spread like wildfire that it was the flute ot 
the Great Spirit that had been taken to pleoes 
and befo,re the day was out every scattered 
part was returned to the old warehouse whence 
it had been taken, and the organ was recon ... 
structed." 19 -

19. Richard Papers,. I :16. 
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His limited material resources pro?ed a deterrent to 

many of Father Richardt s practical plans. However, he a180 

ostabllShed Q. school ror Indian girls 1n which the instrue .. 

tlc-ns were almost entirely industrlal.20 

20 . Richard Ell1ott ~ Op e ill ... 164. 
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A petitlon presented by Father Richard to the Governor 

and Judge:. of the Territory of MiChigan aequalnts us not only 

with the number and oharacter of his sohools, but sheds con­

sIderable light upon his' ideas ,and plans a.nd his alertness to 

everything perta.ining to educat1on: 

"Our neIghbors on the British sldeare now 
erecting s. ,large stone building f ·oran 
Academy. The undersigned beIng senaible 
tha ti t would. be shameful for the American 
.cItlzens or DErtrolt if nothing should be' 
done in their terri tory for a 81m11ar and 
8~valuable establ1sblnent, begs leave to 
oa11 the attention of the Legislature of 
Michigan to an object the most important 
to the welfare of the rising generatlon-­
whlcheannot be but of little advantage , 
i£ it is not highly patronIzed by the 
Government. 021 

21 . RIchard Papers , I:69, October 18, 1808. 

Of the schools he says: 

tI The Honourable Legislature partly lmows what 
has been done by the suD.8'crlbe.r £0'1.' the 
establishment of schools, and tor the en ... 
eouragement of literature , s'eientif'lc knowledge 



22., Ibid . -

MARtUETTt U~IVH?S rn 
UB@.A:fl.Y 

and Uee.ful Arts in this part of thG Union .. 
Besides two. English sohools in the town of 
Detroit there are four other primary schools 
for boys and two. fe.r young ladies, either 
in Town, '0.1' at Spring-Hill, at Grand Mal'-als 
even at River Hurons ., Three of these schools 
are kept by three. natives of this country 
who had reee:lved theip first eduoation by the 
Be,v OJ Mr.. ;r,. D11het and of whom two under the 
direction of the subecrlber have learnt the 
first Rudiments of' English and Latin languages" 
and some prine.1ple·s of Algebra and Geometry 
so. far as to the measurement of' the figures 
engraved on the tomb o.f the immortal areh1medes ., 
By necess:ity they have been forced to stop 
their· studies and to become masters and 
teaohe:rs for others.. At Spring Hill, under 
the diPeotlon of Angel1qu$Campau and Elizabeth 
Lyon", as early a8 the 9th of Sept,.. last, the 
number ,of scholars has · be-en augmented by 4 
young Indians # bead,ed b:r an old mat?on ~ their 
grandmother., of the Pottawatomle tr1be., Five 
Q~ s1% mo.· t'6 are expected to arrive at any 
moment . ft 22 

T3'ti2.. 

. Hia plea fOl- an institutIon for hig11er lErarning finds 

expression 1n the follQwings 

n It would be· ne·cessar-y to. have In Detr-oi t a 
$.1ml.1ar Aoademy 1n whl ell the high branche,s 
of mathematIc.s I. most important language-a) 
geography" hIstory, natural and moral philo,sophy, 
should be t aught to young gentlemen of our 
country, and in Whioh should be kept the machines 
the mOB t necessary for the important and useful 
uts, for making the most neoe.ssaryphyslcal 
experiments, and f'ra.m1ng the beginning of a 
Public Library.ff23 

23. Ibid. I:70. - . 
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In 180? the. Governor arid other Officials invited Fa.t her 
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Richard to lectur-e to them in tho English language. tl I was 

senaible or my incapacity J II he wrote Bishop Carroll, "but as 

there was no. English minister herG of any denomination, I 

thought it might be of some ut111tyto take possession ot the 

groun.a. lf He accordingly held meetings ever,y Sunday 1n the 

Council house, and, lectured upon the Christian religion and 

similar topics avoiding, howQveI'J; all controversial subjeets.24 

24., Richard Pnpers, I: 5. 

His plan f'or the higher e-duc.ation of young men found 

realization in the Catholepistomiad, or Unlversi ty 2! l!iohi­

gania whioh was founded by the Governor and Judges of the 

Territory- in 1817. This project which l 'ateX' davalQ,ped into 

the University of Michigan was drawn.~up by Judge Woodward; 

Q,nd is generallY ,credited to him. But thorO' is n o doubt that 

Fa ther Richard had a gtieat deal to do with 1 t for he was the 

.fi~st to ad.vocate publicly the need of such an institution 

in Ml~hlgan: he was the leading authority in educational 

matters in the terri tory at the time" and he had prepared the 

ground by the system of' primary and seconda.l'y schools he had 

organized in DetroIt; he was. one or the two men to Whom the 

e.ontrol and administration of the institution was entrusted 

at its foundation. The br'oad scope ot the institution and 

the lmporttlnee attached to soientific and pr'of'essional studies 

gave definite evidence of Father Richard's eul tura,l influence 
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and gulaanc.. 25 

26. Rev. J. A. Burna,. op. cit .. ,. 192. 

ConDe.ted with the univer.lty and under 1ta Juri.dictlon, 

there was to be e.tabliahed throughout MichIgan. eom.plete 

qat.a of prhna.l7, •• conc!a.l7 and hIgher education. The 

offle ... and teachers In all the •• lnatltutlona .... r. to be 

appointed b7 the unlversity and were to be pald out ot the 

publics tre •• v,.. Fitteen per oent ot the public taxes .. 

to be Nt .alde for the pu:rpo.e.26 

26. kadrew O. McLaughlin, op. !.!!., $0. 

John Monteith, the PztMbyterlan mmist.- at n.trolt and 

a man ot oultwe and geDer&l e4uoatlon, ft_ DIll&. presldent, 

and :rather Rlch&r4, vloe-pre.ident ot the lD'dV'U'.lt7. The,. 

we .. a180, at tiPst, the 0D.l7 prot •• sora. 'l'he tormer he14 

•• "en ot the thirteen proZeaaorshlpa and Fa tbeJl' Rlcha.t-d. .. 

boDo"d bJ' six other.. It alght be intereating to note that 

the .. lar,- tor each profe.sorshlp wa • .fixed at $12.50 .. "ear. 
A alt ....... eure4 in Detro!t, a bulJd1Dg .eote4, and 1D a 

~;~ 

7e&r trom the date ot the Act tho lower story waa oeouple4 

b7 an English school, a portion ot the seoond stOl7' b7 a 

claa.leal achool, and another with a 11l>rar7.17 

2? 1!!!!.# a8. 



In the eo110,. .t -o.trol" 1 t was ppov14... that the 

Scripture. should eonst1 tute a papt o~ the Hading through­

out the entl.. course. By the law of l821, the Catholopla­

teaS.a4 be_ the l11l1vo.alt;y ot u1ehlgan, Father lli.haP4 

being aaae4 ODe of the Qtust&.s.. H. wa. also one of the 

ebarter ~a of the Jft1ch1pn Hl.tortGal &00 let,' .28 

e8. Ibld. -
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At thl. t1lle the populatIon of -n.troit wa. almoat e­

tiPell' Catho1lc 8D4 the sobool .,-.t ••• tablished b7 P.t,.. 

Blob ..... _ pnotloa117 the eahocl .,. ... of the 01 t7 of 

:hitrolt. It was reall,. a publl. aohool .,.stea, although ~ 

ported. _tal,. b7 tultton and pr, .... te OO1'ltrlbutlou. Up to 

InO, there __ uauall,. not 1801'8 than one ltDgllsh or 1lOJl-

O.tholio "hool 1D tbe oltJ-, and tlle? ..... no State supported 

pubii ••• hool. 1n DetJtolt _t11 lUO.29 

29. 811as Farmer, op. ill." 715. 

There can be no doubt tba t Fa the. Riohard expeote4 hi. 

Catholl0 .chools 1n Devolt and elaewheJlie to be Ite.ogals" b7 

the State and thea 'eaeben to be paId from the publi. ea.­
catlODal taada. In 181'7 tbe CatholI0 Indian trIbe. of KIehl­

gaD. ..,. a grant to the Terpltorr o£ Mlohigan Jo1nU,. w1th 

the C.thollo Chveh. The Ottawas. Pott ..... toa1 •• , and CMp­

pewas in the Weat,. ot Port .eiga, pantea aIx ... t1on. of 
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land for educational purposes, half or the grant to go to 

the Catholepiste:miad, and the other half to the Catholic 

Chureh at Detroit. Sale or these lands provIded funds used: 

for the benefIt of the univel'slty and the Catholiosehools, 

a,s speoified Inthe grant. 30 

30. Andrew C. McLaughlin, .2E..:. cit., ,20 .. 

In tracing the ed:uea.-tiona.l influence of Father Richard 

we have passed over an event which afforded an opportunity 

ror the :manifestatlon of other qual.ities of charity that were 

his . !n June, 1805 a disastrous flredestroyed in a faw hours 

all the visible results of his siX years' labor,. The disaster 

swept away his church (the rQ1.U'th Church of: St . Anne) , his 

schools , the homes of many of his parishoners. and destroyed 

the cpllae,tiona or French literature distributed among the 

leading families at that time in De.tro1t. 3l 

31 . Richard Pnpers~ 1:5 .. 

Day and night he worked for the temporary ·needs of the 

people; he obtained tents and food :from tht) millt.arY' authori ­

ties which he distributed to the homeless without regard to 

creed or 2"'806 .. 32 

32. Richard Elllott . 100 .. cit .. --
UndIsmayed he retired to Spr1ngwells on the sandy shore 



of the stpalt about two miles below the original church and 

made this his parochial center for fifteen years. untIl the 

fifth St . Anne's wa8 ready for se.rvice. ~leanwhl1e, the 
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, sChools , academies and seminary arose from t he 1r ashes . In 

the rebuildIng of the city it was necessary to apply to the 

Governor and Judges of the Territory for fA slt.e for the new 

churCh. This pet! tlan w-as grant-ad at thee&8S1on held on 

October 2, 120S . 3S 

33 . J. A., Girardin, op. ill., 489. 

On the occasion of la.ying the cornerstone of the new 

St. Anne 's , .Bishop Flaget. announced. t hat the sacred edIfice 

about to be ereete-d would beoome the Cathedral of the twenty-­

fifth state of the Union. Tbe anticIpatIon of suoh an event 

led to more extensive plans- fOl! the Church than originally 

contemplated • . The increased dimensions 8.1:80 ad,ded o·onslderably 

to t he prOposed expendi twas and for some time the zealous­

pastor was much embarrassed by the pe-euniary obligations he 

had 1nclJrred., 34 

34. Ibid. -
The style of the Churehwas of t he Corinthian order 

finished in front with two ste-eplesll' A thirty foot dome occu­

pied t he center of the root. At the r&ar end oltha Ch'tlX-ch 

were two small steepleawh10h stood on eaeh .ide. 
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In 1808 or 1809 On his return from a visit to Baltimore 

a.nd other eastern cities to solicit d~atlons :for the re­

building of St. Anne's he brought with him a printing press 

fQIlt of type and ,set them up a.t the Spring Hill establishment. 

This was t he first pr1nting press in Michlgan. 35 

35 . Andrew :mcLaughlin, Hlstorx 2! HiMer Education .!!l Miohi­
gan, 13. 

From this press he issued a series 'Of religious and edu­

oatlonal books, seven in number, among which was his Epistles' 

and Gospels for Sundays and Festiva.ls, a book 'Of four hundred 

pages a.nd published by" Thaophl1us Mettes, t he first printer 

t hat learned the art in Mlchlgan.38 

30 .. Richard Papers. 1:5. 
- - .. 

Other printed books were an HistoricalCatechlsm, a 
- , '] 

Christian Doctrine, Child's S,pelllM Book and Chl1dren t s 

J01lrnal. The latter contain. twenty-one chapters on various 

subjects, civic virtues flndlnga prominent place . In early 

Detroit the town-crier gave the news of the da1,.and seems to 

have done his wCl'ksatlsf'fu)torl1y to the Fr'ench fo~ many years . 

lileLaughl1n gl ves us the following 1nf'ormatlon: 

"The Church, the center of Roman Catholic 
11fe, 118.8 the center for news distribution, 
and at t he close of' t he weekly services the 
familiap notices were read to the wa1ting 



congregation . We are t o·ld that even auction 
sales and the horse races were thus announced, 
and as time went on an Epl,copal l ay reader 
published the time of th!7next fox hunt or 
like interesting event." 

37 . Andrew McLaughlin, .2E.:. cit . ,. 13 . 

106 

In 1809 Father Richard published a small gazette called 

~ MiChigan Essay ~ I!1partial Observer. This paper was 

prInted four columns t ,o the page and consisted of f'our pages. 

One and a half col umns were prInted in the French language 

and the rest in English.. He also planned a .series of text 

books , the publicatIon of which was Interrupted by t he War of 

1812. 

FathErr Richtu'd: aroused the hatred of the refugeeCanadlan 

tories on a,eeount of his patriotic Ameriean 8,entlmenta and. 

influence. He was se1zed by the Brltls,h commander , Gener al . 
Brock, when the British gained possesslon of the city and 

sent a prisoner to the guard house acrose the river until th-e 

c.loae of the war . Here he used his great influe·nce with the 

Indi,an Chiefs to eave American prisoners from torture . 38 

38 . Riehard Papers , I:6. 

On his return at the close of t he war he found the 

people threatened with famine and immediately he purchased a 

large supply of provisions and seed grain for the farmers, 

and as l ong as the scarcity lasted so .longdld he continue to 
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c'are for the destItute. 39 

39. Richard Papers, ~ ill. 

His work in buIlding of higher educatIon between 1814 and 

1821 in MIchigan and Ohio won him a popularity that brought 

about h1s nomination in 1823 as t he third representatIve to 

Congress for t he Territory of Michigan. He was elected by a 

de~18ive majority over his opponent, General John R. Williams, 

who had a large' :f'Ollowlng . 40 

40. lii,chard Papers , 1:6. 

The esteem 1n whIch he was held by his fellow citIzens 

is expressed in 11 letter written by WIlliam Woodbridge to 

Henry Clay recol'l'lttlendlng Richard as delegate; to t he, Congress: 

"It was when the enemy were i "n possession-­
it was when destt-uctlon stared the people 1n 
the fa,ce, when the tOJlflhawk was over every­
man's head ... -:1t was when every persuasIon was 
at t he same time used to alienate thea.ffec­
tlon of t his people trom the natlon--lt was 
then that M. Richard came forward. zealously, 
boldlY'~ and wIth devotedness to t he ca.use-· ' 
using that power'ful Influene-e Which he had 
acquired over the minds of his people and 
kept ~lem .fast 1n t heir falth--not one with­
in his influence ceased fo-1'a m0ment to 
remain true and faithful to the United States.n4l 

41 .- IbId,.,. II : 188. 
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His app.earance in the House ot:Representa.tives ereate>d 

.a sensatIon, for he was the .first Oatholic priest who had 

be.en oneot its members., Among his achiev.ements. in Washing­

ton he succeeded in getting a grant fop theestabllshment and 

maintenance of Indian schools tor the tribes under hIs 

spiritual jurisdIctIon. He was also instrumental in obtaIning 

:from Congress a grant ot three thowtand dollars for the 

Detl'oitand Chioago road. 42 

42 .. Rev, J. A. Burns, .2l?:. ei~ ., 196. 

Po;Li tics ". however , was not hi-sfarte. and after 8 erving 

one term he returned to his parochIal and missIonary work, 

devoting the salar,. he had received to the oompletion of the 

new church of St. Anne's: .• 

In 1632, early in July~ the cholera made its appeara.nce 

among the troops undeI' General. S<)ott.. en l"oute to the Bhck 

Hawk War . Father Richard stood. at his post and ministered 

to the sick and dying until he himself fell a victim of the 

dread disease on September 13·, 1832. 43 

. -43 . Rieha,rd Papers., II~7 . 

On the occasion ot the open1ng of the Detroit Branch 

L1brarycalled the Gabr1el Rlchud Library on April 23~ 1923, 

John A. Russell , the speaker of the ·day, paid the following 
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tribute to Father Richard: 

"Gabriel Richard crowded Into his years In 
liIchlgan more of piQneering. more of' ad­
ventur$ . more' of romance ,. more of history, 
and morl.~ of elevatIng and edueatIvee.ffort 
than any other figure whO' has merited & plao:& 
in our local and provincial historical Pan­
theon . And apart , at least~ of the lustre 
whleh his life shed was upon the forms of 
cul ture· to which this beautiful structure, 
named in his honor by public. authority, 1s 
devoted. 1t44 

109 

44.. JaM A •. Russell, Addr·ess delivered in Detreit, April 2S, 
1923. 

The cultural influence exerted by Father Richard did not 

die with him ,;for the seed'S he planted sprang up and yielded 

a bountiful harves"t in aftep years. Several of t he schools 

he s tartod continued toe xist and to flourish tmd were real ly 

the nucleus ,of tho great Catholic educational syst$ln 01' the 

Michigan of today" His splendldand high ldeals bec.azne a 

pr~clou8 heritage to the Catholics 01' Miehlgan, and evldenee 

of th.e lasting influence of h1s work as an eo.ucator !'!'lay be 

seen in the :fact that there 1s s"carcely a Catholic Church in 

Detroit today which has not along side of it a flourishing 

parlsh school. 

When Bishop Rese took charge of his diocese at Detr'olt 

in 1833 there were eight churches and the Ottawa Indian mis­

sion within its limIts.. Under his auspices the Poor Clar:Gs 

opened a eonvent in Detroit and a schoOl at Green Bar (1S33~. 

Holy 'b'1nlty Church was bul1tat Detroit and parishes estaliished 
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at Monro,s, Grand River and Bertrand . 45 

45. John G. Shea, op. cit., III" 655. 

In the cholera. epIdemIc of 1834 in which one-tenth ,of: the 

population of Detroit was napt away, the Rev. Martin Kundlg, 

pastor of Holy Trinity Church, dId heroie work f'or the sick 

and orphaned. Aided by the Catholic ladles he opened a 

hospl tal a.."ld caJ'ed for t h e s lck o£' a.ll cre~ds .. 46 He also 

46. George CatlIn, The Storz o! Detroit" 304. 

organized the Catholic Female Association to nurse the sIck 

In th&ir homes and to eare for ehildren suddenly orphaned 

by the plague, .. 4'i Father lCundlg left Detroit soon after and 

4"'. ~ •• 319 ... 320,* 

Vias a fOmlder of the Church in Milwaukee. 

In 1840 the-re were 1n MIchIgan at least twenty chupches; 

eleven priests were, employed on the mlss1ons;St. Philip'S 

College de-velop&d under Bishop Rese and Trinl ty Church Academy 

ga.ve promise of' useful existence; there were .pal"oehial schools 

t severa.l poInts; an o-~pha.n asylum nt' Detroit; and the: 

Ladies of Pro'Vldeneo.,a communIty devoted to works of mercy_ 

Bishop Rese, Q. man of ~ek and impulsive disposit ion • 
found himself involved in . difficulties from the very beginning 
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of his episcopate.. Feeling h:tmself' incapable of bearing the 

burden he expres~ed his wish to resign the See to the Fathers 

of the Irh1rd Provincial CouncIl on April 15, 1857 .. The Boll" 

See inVited him to Rome and in 1841 appointed as coadjutor, 

the Rev. Peter Paul Lefevre , a Belgian priest born at Roules· 

In 1804 . Ordained in the United States he }-I...ad labo:red a.s a 

mls.s1onary in t he diocese of CincinnatI . At the time of his 

apPointment he was in Europe, but returning was consecrated 

at Philadelphia in 1841.48 

48 . John G. Shea.-22. ill-, III:63S .. 

He began the new cathedra.l of St . Peter and St . Paul, 

and 'VisItIng his diocese, established many missions. He was 

careful ana judicious in his sele1)tion of new priests, and 

secured zealous: workers. He recalled the Redemptor:1.s-ts , whose 

paroehla~8ehool today in Detroit 1s one of t he largest in 

the United states . He also invited the Ladies of the Sacred 

Hear-t to establlsh an academy for t he h i gher education of 

young ladies .. To his grief, St . Philip's Col1ege~ hl$ ohlef 

seminary for higher educa tlon wa.s destroyed by Fire in Ja.nuary , 

1842 . At his call the Bpother'S or the Christian Schoo1s came 

to direct parochial s chools .for boys;. and the Sisters of Notre 

Dame and t he Sisters of Charity to direet t he parochial school s' 

for gtrls . 49 

49. ~"ld .# IVl20S. 



A Catholic paper, The Western Catholic Regtste; was 

establIshed in 1942, and St .. Vlneent t s Hos-pital opened its 

doors en June 9, 1845.50 

50.. Iblcl .. , IV:207-208. 

The first natIvG Miehigan community,. t he Congre1tatlon 
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of t he Slsteps, Servants of the Immaculate Hautof Mary, was 

founded l10vember 10, 1845, by the Redempt-orist missionary, 

Louis F . Gl11e·t . Tho year 1846 marked the beginning of their 

work 01' education in the DetroIt diocese, although the sohools 

in thecitv of Detroit were not opened 1'01" ano·t her decade and 

a half. 51 

51. Sister tjary Rosallta, Educat~on !!!. DetrOit, 104. 

The influx of' s·ettleI's h ad s .O Ino.1'"saned t h e C athelic 

population in Michigan and Wisoonsin t119.t. in 1844,. a new Bae 

as Gstab1ish ed at Milwtluke&. ane t ho Rt .. Rev .. . J . M .. Hanni 

was consecrated as bishop or the diooese, embracing the state 

of Wisconsin. Rel1-eved of t h e care of thatst'ate, Bishop 

Lefevre e.ould devote h ilnselt to the expan$ion of the Church 

1n IYl1ehlgan , but he was hampered throughout his govermnent 

or the diocese by the fact that he was not t he bishop" but 

only the adminIstrator , as Bishop Resa reta1ned t hat title 

until his. death in 18'71. 
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He completed tho Cathedral of' Sa.ints Peter and Paul and 

assisted at 1. ts dedication on J'ml6 29" 1849 .. In Mny ... 1849 

he took part in the, Council of Baltimore . His work in the 

diocese required tact and patience and under his oare and . 

guidance the Catholic Church enjoyed remarkable growth and 

virility_ 
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CRAPTER V 

THE DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND 

When Bishop Purcell petit10ned the Fathers: of the Pro­

vincial CouneU at Baltimore f'or the erection of a. neVi dio­

cese . in the northern part of OhiO , he spoke of' Toledo , 

Sandusky or Cleveland as f'avorable places. The latter was 

chosen partly because of its availability to t he nQrthern 

missions and because the growth of the CatholIc Church in 

Cleveland had attracted considerable attentIon. The year 

1825 marks the de·velopment of the cit,. which previous to that 

time had contained only fIve hundred inhabitants. l 

1. Rev. J. H.Lamott, .212.:.. ill., 99. 

About th1,s time BIshop Fenwick requested Father Thomas 

Martin , O •. P., who was stationed at Canton , to extend h is 

mission to' Cleveland . The canal under eons.truction from 

Clev.eland to Akron brought many Irish Immigrants into the 

localIty. In 1833 Father J . Martin Hanni and Fa.ther Martin 

Kundlg visl ted Clevel and, and later, }I'ather Hanni informed 

Bishop Purcell of the gree. t prospects of the church in that 

o1ty. The people were poo%" in this worldts wealth but rioh 

in the faith . They were anxiOUS for the services of a reSi­

dent prlest •. 2 

2 . Letter, Henn~ to Purcell , July 29~ 1834, Archives of 
N otr.e Dame .. 
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The .f1rst resident pastor was, the Rev. John Dillon ~ent 

1n 1835 by Bishop Purcell . He 13 de'8crioodas a talented, 

energetic, a.nd pious priest . An orator of more than ordinary 

ability his zeal for God's cause wa.s bounded onl7 by his 

physical ctrength. He was held in the h i ghost esteem by the 

oitizens of Cleveland and under h is guidance the religious, 

moral and soo1al conditions of the Catholics in the vicinIty 

received new impetus . 3 

3. Catholic Teleg~aph, Sept~ 4~ 1835, IV:361-368 

As bishop of the new See i>ope Plus IX selected the Rev. 

Amadeus Rappel' flthe missIonary of the lfaumee" whose piety 

and zeal gave promise of his ability to organize the new 

diocese. 

Born a t Andrehem, France, February 2" 1801, Louis Amadeus 

Rappe 'assisted his parents at BOUlogne and;pecelved ordination 

in 1829 . H:.ts appointment was t he pa.riah of' Va -s1nes and in 

1834 he bectll'ne chaplain oi'the Ursulines, at Boulogne. In 

1839 he met, Bishop Puraellof Cinc1nnatl and determined to 

devote h irose-If to the missions of Ohio . Arr'iving in the 

Uni ted Sta tea in 1840 he had grea.t dlf!'1eul ty in acquiring 

the English language . Toledo , founde-d in 1836,. was the fir.t 

scene of his labors.. Catholios were reow in number a.nd had 

neither ohuroh nor priest. Ti1"fin was the nearest plaoe 

from which sick calls were attende-d. 4 

4. John G. Shea, op .• oit •• IV:183 . 
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The e~onstruotlo:n of the Miami and Erie Canal had brought 

large nUJ!lbel"of Catholic laborera Vlhq settled along the 

.lino of canal and the Mau:me$ rIver. Sickness was preva.lent" 

the dre~ed. Ma:u:w.ee fever undermining the strongest eon&t1tu-

tion. t wa..s bere t hat he saw the terrible effects of 1n-

temperance T which eo filled him w1 th fa horrOll of this vice 

that he fought it then and during the rema1nd~r of his life 

bv word 'and example.5 

5.. liouck, 92. ill., 60. 
~-.-~-~----~. 

His parIsh limits extendeii fpom Toled.o to the IndIana. 

s tate line and as far south as Allen eounty. He toiled almost 

alone 111 th1s. district fop five yee.r.a # until Rev. Louis de 

Goenbrla.nd.f later bishop of 13url1ngton ~ Vermont , oame to h is 

·assistance. He neV~r lost cou:rage 'OutVlorked faithfully 

among his people. 

Amid malaria and -sickness he attended his scattered 

flook, 1nstruc·ting the children carefully in their religion. 

To assist him in the work of instruction he brought several 

SIsters of 1.'1o-tre Dama Trom Cinc1nna tl to Toledo . lIe f1 tted 

up aeonvant and a select school tor the Sisters and they 

r -emn1ned in Tole-1o fro:tl 1846 to 1648 but Vlere re~11ed to 

Cincinnati because of lack of' support . 6 

6. Ibid.1> 62 . -
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Al theugh appointed bi.shopof Cleveland on April 23, 
, 

1847 the Papal Bulls did not raa'ch him until August and after 

Qua' pre.paratlon Father Rap-pe was eons'aerated in the Cathedral 

of Cin.einnati by Bishop Pm-cell# 8.'ssisted by Bishop \'Vbelan 

0'£ Whe,elingon October 10., 1847. 7 

7. John G .• Shea, .op. eit-:, IV :185 .• 

On his arrival at Cleveland he found but one church 

which had been ded.icated June 7. 1840 under the protection 

of "Our Lady of' the Lake;" known Is. teras St. Mary's on the 

Flats:. 

Rev . Maurice Howard was the only priest stationed in 

Cleveland. Bea-ldes having pastora1 charge or St. Mary's he 

also attended a number of missions in Cuyah~ga and neighboring 

counties. Within the l1mlts of his dlocese theblshop found 

forty-two ehurch''',attended by twenty-one priests, seven of 

whom .ere members ot the Precious Blood Oongregatlon. The 

Catholic population of the diocese, was estimated ,a.t the time 

to b.e a.bout ten thousand. 8 

8 . Houek,, ' op . eit . , 27. 

On l 'ots purcha$edon Superior Street in 1845 by Rev .. 

Peter McLaughlin ·the bishop ereoted a frame building ror a 

temp'Orary eh"llrCh and school . He also 8ecured lots on St. Clair 



Street ror a girls ' academy and a. 81 te on Superior Street for 

a cathedral. 9 

9. John G,. Shea , ~ ~ 
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In a ,short time B1Shcrp Rappe impressed all with whom he 

came in contact by his zeal and earnestness. Houck gives the 

f'ollowlng excerpt showing h01f the people of Cleveland regarded 

him: 

"Bishop Rappe 1s just what every man who 
has important enterprises in hand should 
be, a real work1ngma.n. IUs labors'" too, 
are for' the benefIt of others ... ·the present 
and the future--the temporal, socla1 and 
moral improvement of the people, of hls 
charge., Striot aobriety, industry and 
economy are virtues whioh he inculcated ' 
with hearty good w111--the suJ"e stepping 
stones to individual, famIly and a88001-
at8dsuc06SS. Temperanoe supports the 
superdt:ructure and now over five hundred 
cold water men are enrolled in the, Cleve­
land Catholic Temperance Society .• D10 

10. Houck" 100., eit .. 
' ~ .......... 

The cornerstone of the cathedral was laid on October' ~9, 

1848 for whioh the Catholio arohlt:8ct, Keel,- , made the plans. 

The buIlding was of briok; with aaty-le of QPOhltecture com­

bining stpength with beauty and was considered an architeotural 

orname,nt to. the oity.11 

ll. John G. Shea, .2.2.:. eit. , IV:185. 



In thesprlng of 1849 Bishop Rappe made a visitation o~ 

his diocese., At Glandorf a frame church had been erected 

and the Sisters of' the Ppecious Blood had established two 

sohools. A new brick church at Norwalk was under roof' and at 

Sandusky Father Maeheboeuf was r-eady to ,build a church and 

was planning an orphA.n asylum and aeademyon sites- already 

purchased. 

His, visitation impressed him wlththe necessity of a 

seminary and of religious communities to meet the wants of 

his flock .. 

In 1849 the Bishop went to ~ope for the purpose of 

securing prIests for his diocese and members of religious, 

eommunltles :for schools and 'ch$.ritable institutions. He 

returned in August , 1850 hI'1nging with him four pr lests., f'1 va 

seminarians, two Sisters of CharIty and six Ursuline Nuns. 

Two years preVious he had opened a seminary back ot the 

episcopal residence ,on Bond Street with Father de G09sbr-iand 

as its first superior.. Here the new seminarians were sent$ 

some to complete the irs tudles and one or two to be ordained 

shortly. Later he secured "'spring Cottage" on Lake Street 

and transferred his seminary to 1. t with Rev . Alexis Caron 

as supsplor.12 

12. John G. Shea , OF . cIt,., IV:1S6. 

Irorlng the bIshop 1 s absence" Judge Cowles Mansion on 

EuclId Avenue had been bought for the Ursuline Nuns.. The 

119 



Sisters took possession of their nell home and almost immedi­

ately-opened a select sohool and an academy for girls . 
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Since the object of this t hesis was to consider the 

development of the Church until 1850 the foundation of the 

work of the Cleveland diocese can only be touched on. Bishop 

Rappe labored dilIgently and labored well. Never satisfied 

with what he had. already aocompl.ished, be waa always ' anxious 

to do still more for the glory ·of God and the good of religion. 

Espeoially solicitous for Catholic schoo;18 he established 

them whereve.r it was possible. He alsoe.stab11shed institu­

tions where111" chari ty in various forms might be dispensed 

and for this purpose he introduced the various religious 

cOl'Imluni ties Into the diocese,. Wlum he came to Clevel.and in 

184'7 he founde. spartlely se,ttled diocese awa1 ting organiza­

tIon at his hands. He lIIl1llediately set tQ work to provlde for 

the flock entrusted to hls cue. To describe t he WOrk of 

Bishop Rappe and the good he effected in the Cleveland dio­

cese would go far beyond the year 1850 whi ch 1im1ts the scope 

of this study. Needless to saytha.t laId the foundation of 

a great d10cese which in turn had to be div'.ded bOO-Quae ot 

the large Catholic population found t herein . On April 15, 

1910 the Holy See erected the dIoc~se of Toledo, which for 

sixty-three years htld been an important part of the dloce8'e, 

·of Cleveland. His work as a missIonary blshop, his loving 

zeal and nob.le self-sacrif1oe enshrine h1m. in the history 

of theChureh in the Unit8'd States and l!lIU!1t him an al"d.ent 

Apos.tle of CQtho11city in OhIo. 
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CONCLUSION 

From the study that has just been ms.:de o£ the Lake Erie 

He-gian till 1850 the following data may be gleane·d . 'l'hls 

terrltOl?l was' first hallowed for Christ by' the stalwart 

black-robes who penetrated the region in the seventeenth and 

eighteenth centuples. Lake Erie's southern shore, yielded 

passage along the ordinary route bravec) by- these French Jesuit 

'apostles to. the Ind,iansand by the French traders and explorers., 

The Louisiana named and cl:aimed by Frane. was the vast 

heart of the American continent , bulwapked b~ the Alleghanles 

and the Rockies , $tr:e1;c-h1ns sGuthward to the ' Gulf ot Mexioo . 

This enormous provinee, 1'18.$ at first under the, ecclesI­

astical lurl,(tlctlonof the See o·f Quebec, Canada . The first 

of the bishops ·of that hlstor1.edlocese to exercise 'episeopal 

functions in the vic1nity of Lake ErIe was the sixth BIshop 

of Quebec , the Right Rever-end Renr:1-Marle Dub~eul1 de Pont­

brland,. D .• D .• ,who presIded over the provine. from April 9, 

1741 unt.il his d$8.th on June a, 1760. It was he .Who ~eque8ted 

. the Jes'ult Provinoial at Quebece to $,~ndm1581onaries into 

this territory. 

At the oloee of the eighteenth century the ecoleslastl ... 

0,9.1 jur1s.dietionof thisreg10n was tl'ansf'erred from Quebec 

to Baltimore , when the United States was erected into one 

dioeeae in 1790. The year 1800 marks not only the turn or 
theeent1lll'"'1 but a momentous periOd 1n the history of Ohl0, 

for 1 t was in this yea.r that the first white settl'ers came 



On July 19, 1850 Pope Plus IX el.evated the dioaese of Cin­

einnatlto the rank ot: an archdiooese, a <sslgning to it the 

dioceses or Lou1.svll1e l Detroit, Vincennes and Cleveland as 

sur-fragan sees. 
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Multiplied by tens and hUlldreds a.nd thousands the 

earlier mell"tbershlp of the Church was enriched by i:mmlgra tlon 

from tha, various countries of Europa.. Priests smd guides 

for these newcometts waps obtained !'rom the eountries re-ope-. -
sented, chiefly i'rom Franca, Garmany , Austria and I rela.nd. 

Wi th the new ne-6US came new establishments, academies. colleges 

and or-phnnages, haspi tala, and new directors for these insti­

tutions in the many l~eliglous eo:mm.uni ties whieh were invited 

to the region. 

Suoh , 1ri briefest form,. 1s< t he <heritage of the Catbolio 

Church 1n the Lake ErIe Region . The st-ory does not differ 

much from other PlU'ts ·of the United States which can enumerate 

the a:a.me acc.omplishmenta of heroism $.nd steady 1nfluence for 

gOOd , yet one feels that such a study has a. definite place 

in the history of our country. 
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Mary's Seminary are treated in Chapters I to IV. 
Interesting biographical sketches of Bishop, Fleget 
and Father Richard are found in this volume . 



Hinsdale" Burke A., Old tJorthwes~J rev. ad. J No'll York , ~J399. 

This book presents a view of the thirteen 
colonies as constituted by the royal cr~rters. 
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York, A. and S. Boni Co., 19,25, p. 527 .. 
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tion o~ the Jesuit letters arranged chronollg1cally 
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New York .. F. Pustet Co., 1921, p. 430 •. 
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An authentic study of the life of Bishop Fen­
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first-hand soupces. There are copious ' footnotes 
intended to sat isfy the de·mands of the scholar • 
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origin of the 9'9.1"11' school.s, parochla.lo.nd public, 
together with a discussion of th$ir cUI"rlcula. and 
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Rus'k,. R. L. ,The Literature of the Middle Western Frontier , 
NewTork, bo:£umblalTnlverslty haess, i925. 
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DetrOit, 192'7. . 

The author seeks to remove some raIse impres­
sions left by the \<'orld War and endeavor.s to show 
the part played by the German people, in the national 
development. Chapter XX denls w~th Catholic contri­
butIon to primary and secondary ~;due!itlon . 

Shea, John G. " Hls;ory S!! the yathol~c C hureh .!J2 t he UnIted 
States, .. ,ell York;-P. J. fenedy , 1897, 4 vols. 

A standard work of great value for the study 
of' Catholic education. It oontains much 'educatIonal 
inf'Qrmatl0·n drawn largely !'rom original ,sources J 

with frequent references . 

Shea, John G., His tory 2! ~ CatholiC Mission liUl'long !h! .. 
Indian Tribes of the United States, r~ew York, Ed­
ward Dunigan aiid Brother .. 1854, p. 514. 
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This interestIng general hIstory tells the 
story of the missionary efforts' of the Catho1io 
Church among the Indians within the present 
territory of the Catho1io ChurC'h 'from the earliest 
period. until the year 1854. 

Shea, J ,ohn G., !h!. ~ and Times 2.! ~ !2!1 Rev . John 
Carroll 1E. !!!!. United states " New York" J. G. Shea" 
188S, p. 695. 

The work of the first bishop of the United 
States is told in an interesting and detailed 
manner . Souroes are used copiously. 

Spalding , Rt . Rev. A~ . J." Sketohes , of t he LIfe, Times, !M 
Charaoter 2f. the lli Rev . tlenedIct:Toseph F1aget, 
LouIsville , Webb and LeverIng, 1852, p . 405. 

Drawn from the personal reminisoenoes of: the 
prelate himself , the work contains the story of 
his life to the time of his consecration. It also 
contains excerpts from his journal oommenoed in 
IS12 and continued to 1834. 

Spalding , Rt . Rev. M.J., The Churoh, Culture ~ LIberty, 
New York , Joseph T. Wagner , Inc., 1923 • . 

Essays taken from his "Misoe1lanes" thatvlndl­
ca.te the civilIzing power of the Catho110 Ohuroh. 
The ,appeal 1s made to everything noble in the 
Ameriean oharaoter. 

Sweet , William Vi ., Story ,2£ Religions in Amerioa , New York, 
Harper Brothers, 1930, p. 5717 . 

A scholarly , fair and unbiased e,xpositlon of 
the part played by religion in Amerioa. 

Tewksburg, Donald G., Founding of Amerioa.n Colleges. and Uni­
versities before t he C1vll War, with ParticUlar 
Refereno~ to Re1iiIOus Influeneei';Teachers College 
Contribution to Education, #543" Teachers' 0 ,011 ege , 
Columbia University, Ne'l York, 1932. 

A study of the r ellgious foroes that have 
played a part 1n the formation of: oe,rtain insti­
tutions of hi.gher learning. 

Turner, Frederick J . " Fr,ontlers in American History, New York, 
H. Holt and Company" 1900. . 

. Hls writings show that frontiers have influ-
enced the course of Amerioan history. 
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Venable, VI . H.. Beginnings 2f. CuI ture in ~ 2h!2 Valley, 
Cincinnati, 1891. 

A series of historical and biographical 
sketches with a survey of t he cultural elements 
of early western society make an interesting study 
of pioneer lif'e. 

Verwyst, Rev. P . C., ill.!!!l£ Labors of' ll. ~. Frederic 
Baraga, Milwaukee, M. H. WiIt'zius & Co., 1900,. p. 
476. 

The story of' a priest of' great ability. 
learning and piety . He distinguished himself' as 
an author of JI".any books and as an Indian missionary. 

Webb, Hon. Ben J. , The Centenary 2!. Oatholicity .!n. Kentucky, 
LouIsville, Chas. A. Roger, 1884, p. 594. 

Chapter XVII gives the history of' the Sisters 
of' Loretto; Chapter XVIII, of' t he S1ster's of Charity; 
Chapter XIX, of the DomInicans. 

Winsor, Justin (Ed.), Narrative and Critical History of' 
America~ Boston, Houghton Mid'lin Company ~ !884-
1199, 5 vols. 

Vol. III treats of English Exploration and 
Settlements in Nor·th America: (1497-1689); Vol. IV -
French Exploration and Settlements in No'rth America 
(1500-1700); Vol. V - English and French in North 
America (1689-1763). 

Winter, Nevin 0. , A History 2! NorthwesteI'n OhiO, Ch icago, 
Lewis PublishIng Co., 1917, 3 vols. 

Vol. I contains an account of the f'irst European 
explorers of' the Tflllumee and Sandusky Valleys and 
the adjacent shores of Lake Erie. 

Wittke, Carl, Th.!. Who Built America, New York, Prentice-Hall, 
Inc ., 1939:' 

... 

An interpretative study showing the def'inite 
C'ontributions of' each pace or group t hat came to 
t he New World • 



Periodicals 

Elliott, Richard R .. , "Sketches of t heLl.fe and Times of Rev. 
Gabriel Richard ," Alr.eriean Catholic Historical 
Researches , XVI:15S ... 76 .. 

One of t he most satisfactory accounts of 
Father Rl¢ha.rd~ 

Kenny , Lawrence J .. , 5. J., ftThe Gallipolis Colony (1790), tt 
Catholic Historical Review, ·Jan. 1919, IV:415 ... 
451. 

The story of the 111 ... .fated Seioto Company is 
told with clari.ty and directness. 

Lippmann, Walter, REducat10n without Culture,n The Common­
weal, 33:322-325. -

The trend educe. tlon is taking today 1n ' vari­
ous parts of the country is viewed with alarm 
by the writer of this art-lele. 

J>leGovern,. ReV . John, O.P., "The Gallipolis Colony In Ohio 
( 1788-1793) , l' Records of Os. thalic His torlcal 
SocIety, March 1§26, xnvti:2§-72. 

Shiels, Rev. W. Eug-&ne, S .. ·3., . ttTbe J eaui ts in Ohio in the 
E1g..l-J.teentb Century,1t Mld-Amerlea,. 1936, XVIII: 
27-47. 
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Father Shiels details the "ork of the Jesuits 
in Ohto i'rmn their flrstefforts do-wn to the 
appointment of BIshop Fenwi·ek. 
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