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INTR0DUCTION 

The meth od to be used 1n this t :he s1s is a.s f 0110\'1 ·9 . 

It b loE'; r aphiea l slre tch ot the his t or i a n is 8 iven to introduae 

h im to t he raFd er . In t his sect1oo . specia l a ttention 

1s a.ccoNed to Dawson ' s sduGe tl on whather it 1s from 

hi s paren t e , e- e ogr aphlc surroundings and their trad it lons . 

the s chool s t ha t h e n ttended , or above a ll the re~d lne; 

tha t he h a s d one ., This I BD t source c llmnot De ov er­

emphastz ed . sinc e Dawson has b een and cont inue s to be 

P.. vc r acl ou s a.nd omniverous r ead er . 

Fol lowing this brief b i oa r aphy t hs17e a re che,p t ers 

r espectivel y on t.he a uthor ' s sources , s t y le, method of 

tudylng hist or y , and his reflections on h i llt ory . The 

tbesis i s summar ized by a. discusdon of Daws on ' s 

c onclus 1onfJ end t ll0s e of h h critic s . 

This t s 'the genernl out,line of t his ''fOr k . Yet 

the p!',esent i'lI' t tel' wou l d ur g e the reed er t o pay 

par t 1.ctlla r a t tenti on to Da wson ' s method and views 

c oncerning hLs t ory , s ince it 1s believed the. t his met hod 

is ind esp6n sable fol" a c omplete unders t and tor of history . 

)',. :" ~'. 
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Dawson ' a vi e1tl on ,roetah1st ory -- that t b -unders t and a 

oulture, ODe mu~ t s tudy t h e relig ion of t ha t culture --­

is espec1a lly l'l otew orthy ~ since It 19 not extens ively 

apprec i a t ed a nd ap~lied . 

':van though a ttent ion '1.13 specif 1ca111 d i r eated to 

the cne,ptere on rnetlH,xl and mete.htstor y the I'E!l3id '3r' 1e 

c a uti oned not to neg lect, or t a.k e lightly the chapters on 

s ource s e.nd s t y le . A mere b i bltog r aphy \1 111 man if e e t muoh 

b out Dawson " s met hod a,nd views on hls tory and thus the 

chap t ,er on sources ',m e found to be, oe·neflcia l to t h 1B 

p reeent writer a nd should d e the oe,me f or the read er . 

Blmllflr a ttention should b e a eeorded the. Ch~ptere 

d auline ;-tith s t y le . Th1a chapter is oruc l e.1 to a p rop e r 

apyrec1otion of h ts ·vie,ya . His use of metaphor , h iD 

uhders t a tement .; and ab ove a ll h1.s succ inctness 0 11 r .equlre 

t h!lt h e b e r,e~d ref lectively e o tha t nOlle of bis i d eas 

and their l.mp l1ca t1ons a re overlook ed . Th i s woul d 

b e a pa r'ticul('l; r' p ltf a ll f or t h e rEw C'li?X' who is unf amiliar 

with hist ory in ito tnterpret1v e f orm . Such a. reed er mle:h t 

read 'OaHBon , t h ink t ha t he i s \mQ er !lt ~H1d tng the hla torian , 

but in res ltty mi ss much Of' \oIh l.l. t t he a uthol" ls eay in~ . 

F l'na l ly. t here is !\ s ecti on on my conclusions and 

t h ose of t he er1t1.e s . It 1s hop"ed , h owa,ver , t ha t the 

r e·a.d er wtll not be deterred h '-om readi.oa Ds.'.1S0n for himself 

<l nd f or mi ne- h is m·m a.pp r a 1sa l. of t he h.1at orie.n ana l y z ed 

h eI'eln . 

" .. ~ 
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OHAP1',Im I 

BI CGRAl?HY 

Before anal yz1nt! t he h1at or1ca l 'Woll'lta ot Ohristopher 

Dt\l'laon ,' , it ia t 1tt1n@ that a brief b 1~re"ph1oIl1 Sltl$toh 

of. the hist orian be g1Veth Su.ch a eltetcn is not. Cbl y 

found helptu.l1n i n troduoing t he au.thor !., but it also 

'Pt'('1pnreo t b e way! for undGrtrJ!1ng Ills i;forks '09 trac 1ng 

t he d eval "'Pmetrt of his v1rewa from h 1a f o~maleduGlnt!on 

and t he t~ad1tion,$ of his t amiI;,,.,. 

DO-wG on ' G anesst orn e.lwoet w1thout 0;.toept 1on h~ve 

$,1\,,1.11;19 l lved 1.n t he :ru r nl aeotlons of :Qlsland . lJotb 

1doa of t he ,t s.m 1lyr were deeply re11~1outh en 1110 

moths:-· a aidE!' of th~ t aml1y tUe trad t tiona l voont1on 

"ins tha t of Q. Gll:e~g1men. \,lh.l~0' on hi5 tatJ:H~r ' G side 

i t \faa that of 'the, mt11ta r y . l 

l'rottlo.lSor Dawson,- s f a ther. Oolonel Henr)' Da\fSOn 't 

obose his vocation tn keep1ne;wlth t b1e i amily tr~Jd1tlO!l .• 

Lea.ving flarrow a.t an ea.rl y ug!h Colonel Da.ws on jclUed t he 

o.r r.1'1 ln whIch h.o se.rvfi4 until 1896 . 2 Hl$ l 1tEl. t\owev Gr", 

. lo • . Fl .. Pu'W aoa ., t~'l'radltl on and lnhor1tMQe. tl n.i Wln£i 
and the BClMb v . t>lo. 4 (SP1"in€ . 19l~9), PI>- 212-2;1.5 . 

2~. ;I V1 , l~ Go; , 1 (Summ-eX", 19i~ 9) ., p. 1, 

' .. . ~ -: '. 
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d id not center a round t.his p r ofes s 1.on even t hough he 

mast ered ita technical aspec t s . He did pot pa rticipa te 

extens i vely in the PJocia l faoets of mllUary life. 

Al s o , since he- e a red little for fishlng , ahoot1n.g , or 

hun ting " he could not b e cla.ss ified as a t yp i ca l 

countr y gentleman . :5 

Much of C Dlonel Daws on t s selt-educa tion dep end-ed on 

his reading which wa s lntense and d iverse , Hi o well read, 

libra ry included WONS on mod ern se lance, 3:n~ 1€nt philosophy" 

medieva l mysticism , modern his t ory. Victor1an nove l s.,. and 

olass1cal poetry . He pa.r.ticula.rly f avored t he I t alian 

clas sics. e specia lly Ms.ch l av-el11 and above all Dante •. 

Th e !La tter ho r a ted above Shake sp ea.re ~d. pal ton , and 

conal-dared him the world ' s one p erfeot poet . Through Dan te 
• 

he became a OQua inted with s t . Thoma s Aqu.1nas , but did not 

read him \<11 th as muoh. re11sh as h e- did :P l a to, Ber ke ley, 

and the Roman stOic s . iUs c olle-ctlta'l was tha t of an 

P.ng:lo- Ca t ho1 1c , yet 'it inolud ed Oa tholicdevotlona l b ooks' 
I 

by such aut hors as HOl"otlus " len,a.tlas Loyola , Avrlllon , 

Sur1n , and others. , He had terce and o ompline s a. ld by t h e 

whole househ old a t nine in t h e morning and ten a t nieht.4 

'{thea h~ \10. 8 not reading , h e enjoye~ sol.ving rna.t hem.utioal 

30~ '~~'i:SQl},"·gh.,9 \-l Yld"aml ,t he BJ-m .• 'Vi No . 4 , 1" ,.217 . 

4 · ~., VI" No . 1; Ih 14 .. 
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problems , makln e: gadgets" g c-t'I'denlug and t h e p l anning and ' 

bulldln.g of Ha rtliugton liall wh1ch wa s the f amily · s permanent 

1'GB 1d ence . 

Persona.lly he p:r>eferro.d the solitude of' Hartling-ton 

liall and chose his friends tro.m amon e those \'1h o shared 

h is I1tera ry and solent.1fic lntereste ~ He syropathlz.ed 

with l'!e.urlce Ba rres 1n h1.s react10n against the rootlessness 

of the nineteenth century and when Colonel Dawson left 

the a rmy in 1896 to o u.lld Ha rt.l tn e:t on Hall , he \.,as 

prompted by eo d esire to r .ev1ve contact \'lith. h is f am1.1y"s 

trE'.d 1 t 1 on s .. 

rofee s or D~n.,aon · smother, 1-ian Louise 1geVR.lh Wa s. 

the dau3hter of th.e Al"orul.eaoon Qf BrecQIl. She wan thoroughly 

'.«elan 1n tempQrlnent -- emoti ona l ", unoritical. fler.y and 

pass1ona te . She l. oved the \'Ie;lsh country , ita pe op le, its 

trad1t1 0.ns; a nd a bovt;t a ll 1ts. s a ints on wh om whe wa s (it). 

e2tpert . 5 Prof essor Dawson da.8or1bee her a s : 

an unusually lea rned. wOIDan , rather in the t radition 
Of tha t eu%'1 0QB Sout.h Ws.les s ohool of an tlquari.es 11ke 
Iolo Morganwg and W. J. Rees, and a t the sa,m~ t1me 
very much a ttached to the litera r.y 'traditions of' 'the 
Mf~rches -- Henrl V/:lughan and Herbert" and1n l a ter 
d tty .5 , 'l'rahe me. 

Th1l8 she wa.s unlike her husba.nd ... rho enj oyed the s 011 tude 

a.nd social holation c·f Ha.rt11ngton Hall . She sore,ly m1as oo 

5e• Daw:son. 'Ehe 'il lpd ano the Ra;ln. VI . No. 1" p . 7 . . - . 

6 1b 1d • j V, No. 4 , pp . 213- 214 . 

j •. : ... :: . 
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ahe ha.d kn own at Hay . 
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elan p e op l e 

Cnris t o:;:lher. t heir only s on, wa.s born on Octo'be:r 12 ; 1889 

a t Hay Cast le , Yorks , Engl and . 7 

I n h i s autob 1 08 i~aph1oal 1nat a,11men t e in Th a i{ipd, .. aad 

t he RaYh 11!r . Dawson d e,yotea '1'lot1oe.!l.b.l e apaoe t o t be etf'eet 

\ih lch t he Engl ish countrysid e h a d on h is ed uoa t i on and 

persona l for ma tion. Hi s a oc ount includes a. d e ee.r 1pt1on 

o.f the pl ace,s Where he liv ed , t h eir trad 1tlon.$ and t he 

in f luence, wh ich theae had on h 1m. He cites three a rea s 

in part1cul a,r whlohtnf l.uenoed him deeply . They a re the 

SOU!th: "lelah"'He.reford baree,r, tbe Itohen Va lley a bove 

Wl nch es t .er . and the '{l es t Yo~~kshire· Dales fl'o:tn Bolton Ab bey 

1n Wharef edale t o ,Settl'6 1rI: Rlb'blesd~le . 

The fir st, wh 10h was "the e1t,e of his lltother t 's home ana 

h i s birthpl a ce, p r Obably inf luenced him more t han any ot 

the ot h era . He mentions tha t the- a rea wasa:n Ang l1oal'll 

theocra cy because tho l and owners \fler e moetly eler~yme'n, 

or the b r ot her::; of cl e-rgym~n . '-hus t h e environment 'he 

r&m~nnb ers '-I8.S onech ar a c t erlz ed by t h e c omp l ete un U lcation 

of politica l; re,llg i oue,ec onomic, and aocia l authority .• 8 

71£ . I . ~~atk 1n, "Oh r is t opher Dawson , 1\ c OUJi:p 0n wEja l. XV I I I " 
No. 26( Ootober 27; 1933 }. t p . 607. 

8Da vloon , The to .Dei and tne Rain, V, Ho . 4, p ,. 212 . 

, ....... : 
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,nQt.hel" place which Hr., I)s,i'taon 'believeo wa.e an irn,por't ant 

f octol' i:b b.te educoti tJ1;l \'1ne flal"'t.1 U:1gtoll Hnll . He found 

lte l a.ek 0:[ s()c1~,1 life cGnduclv<l to intenalve l"eruilng 

tl,lW atud:r . 9 He further b$l lev~o tha t h10 mind and soul 

1i~ r't) a..f! aoted by th~~ p o~.\I'''t' n!!);O if.-entet\ by tha nea rby 

ij!) r1' e lU "IGl" , 10 

lthoUE.h env1ronmentsl f 6ctors ~~cre, aic nU'1aant, 

~t' . l)StWGOl'l a t.tr'lbutes bhet1uQ;etlon primarily to his 

.,a !' ~nta . ll From h i s mot.l:ml" h~ be;of.'!.me f S:'Jll t D,r wlth 

and l~tl rned to apprco1a.te litc1"'a tu,to ,. especially poetry . 
, . 12 

Ne alea leJlmed about t he KGlsh aa ints from her. ' 

: aOwevG~" , it, wna from M.~ f e.ther tht\'t Jtr . Oa\,TSon 

received the eraater port of hiG 1n!,ormal eduQs tl€1fh 

His f other enj oyed read tne to h 1m a.nd &xp l n1n1n£! questions , 

an V. result. he eventuallY be.C·o'lDf} f am1U.fl.l" "tlith Itl¢G·t of 

th'a \1orke in hiB f othor' s lJ .. b~f'l. He ttlEmt.lone K1.plJ.tll~ . 

&tevonaC!n i B~l.~Qa .• Mel. :::e1'113 o.S S:ot)'G of th-e a.utho!'e Itlhlch 

he road a a !\ Chlld . 13 .It wns a lso 'through the 'il1tltt~nlle 

of h1s f a ther -that !rtr,. Dawson bessnto et'udy Churel'l 

History. 'rbe ea rliest author {;lent i oned. in tb,1.a conneQtion 

%O,\I1San , 'the. If rod . a.nd. Ub9Ji<a,+'th VI , r'io lJ If p . 15. 

lOTh '4rl 8 ~. , p •• 

11,11;)151 . j p . 15 

12~. , V, l~o .• 4 . p. 21th, 

13nraJ~ •• VI. !J o" I , p .. 16 . 

)' .. ~" .. . 
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i s J . 7,1 . Neal ·. l'fr . Nea l "'vas 0.1'1 Ang l o-C.f1 tho11o who 

oppos ed. the Ref'or mfl t'-on both in ~elQ.nd (md Eur ope . He 

\-HH 3 par ticular l y interested in Eas tern Or t hodoxy and wns 

f avor abl e t o t.he Counter Reform,at ion • 

F1na lly ." t he tnte.r'l1ot t ha t • Da.ws on ' G f a t her had 

tor Da:ote and the pl'l6t}1n,g o:t th 1e lntore s t t o hl aaon 

ot:mnot b e Ov er Gumhaa1z<ad e.€ t ftOt0 1"'9 in Mr . 1)£'\'II's.on ' $ 

eduo~t1on t s inoe h i D t h eology of h i s t ory wa.s influenoed 
14 bY' thew _ 

Mr . Dawson ' 8 f1r at f or mal educa t10n beeran a t t h e 

" 

8.fl O ot t en "when h·e, w{)'s s en t t o a1lton Gr>uneo prepar a tor , 

soh~ol . IUa reQ olleo~.1cm.f? of t h i n sohool wore not happy 

one~ ". Ito mOdern i t y and hostU lty "t o oulture and h istor 1.o 

ood reltg 1.ous t roo 1 t1on em.bltterea h1m t oward 1t. 1S 

tl incheot er wher e- M,r . Da.wson oOl1tlnuQQ h1a e4uo6.t.1cn 

wa s tlore to h .1s 11k 1nfl ., I t \'1(1 9 a, publ .1.o aohool n ot ed for 

i t s h1~h rega rd tor re11e; lon a:nd tradition DS well aa f or 

i t s h o,ro11 hll~ 1ngS a.nd Gup·et'1or s t anda r ds of $oh.ol a.r sh1.p . 

Mr . Da\1Sorl enj oyed its r ural setting , its build ings . . " 

1ts t.rnd1t5..one , its rel le10ue a t mosphere ., antl Lt s m£l. stera . 

Sport s "lere n ot compuJ.s ory , so the addltt ona l time and 

f r e·ed om al lwed ~t W1nohea,t erena'bled. him t o do addtt1ona.1. 

ll*C. B. Dawaon,. pernonnl liiltte:r, r'!n reh 7 ;. 1961 , Pl'. 2- 3. 

15K• Ward , '"Oa8>El or Chrlat.Opher 'Oa'H'oon , n 08t ho1 12 
tlc!'k<]' OLXlX, ti c ., 1 , 010 (Mv.,. ,. 19J~9 ) . p . 150 . 

, . '~- '. ,. : .. ;: . 
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Hm;ever; ~lr . Da1traon · 3 Gducntl on a t \"i 1ncheot er wafS 

t erminuted 8 t the I?.t G ofe i xteon by po or health . IUs 

.f a t h e r t herefore s ent him t o the Rev . O. H. Moss of 

131e t s oe in Dedfordsh lre t o be t ut or ed . Rev . 14!os e t ~ 

student s \ierS a llowed to read wh tl t e'Vsr t hey )?leas ed, and 

l:.fr . D.9 ws on Gva iled himself of this oppo rt.unity to d o a. 

v l1r1.e1:.:v of r e a.d ing . 17 I t wa s wh ile a t Rev . MOs s ' s t hat . 

-ir e Daw s on r eed the novels of' Robert Hugh Ben oon and. 

unor 1 tlce.l .ly a.ccep ted hls v iews on h istory and religion . 18 

:r!~ rE> h e a.l so met E. ;r . Wa t k in and beean fri endship 

16Wat k lnJ Comm opwj;Q,l, XVIII , Ho. 26 , p . 601 . 

17Wl1 rd • Qa t h o1ic World , CLXIX , No . 1 , 010 , p . 150 . 

18Robe rt HUt!h Ben s on (1871- 1914,) t h e YOWle-es t chUd 
of t h e Archb1shop of Ca.nte r bury w a, £ educe.t ed a t Eton end 
Ca mbridg e and b ecame e ur .:rtg of Keneing 1tl 1 8 97 . In 1903 , 
h e !?ecame e. Roman Ca t hol i c and in 1 911 \-l aS a.ppointed prlv$te 
chamberla in t o Pope P t us X. H1en oV'e1a are cilr:racte r ized 
by an in tere s t i n art , mesmeri sm and all t yp e$ of. e!x t.r a.­
s ensory ps rception. He a lso p r ed icts t h e future for 
s oo i ety simll(ltl" t o t b.at tmv 1s1on ed by Ge or g e Or wel l :1n 
1284 . Ot h or t h emes i n h i e nov els inc lu.de the e :r·owtll of 
aoc i n l isro ln England •. t he equG' t .i ne of God with msn ",nd 
the abolition of l.nd l.v1dua l r1~hta . 1-101"6 importan t t ha n 
l1is n ovels !? re his e s m:i.Ye. COnOGr'111ng sp i r 1tuEil dirsct i on 
and par tlcula rly h 10 views on ment&l p r ayer . (Ann e 
Freeros ntle, fl Two End s t o One Ta le , " Commorn-re;a1 , Vol . 5 l 0 t 
No. 5 , Nov . 11 , 19it, 9 • p . 161 ) . Dawson , l"e r son '.! l l e tter , 
Mar ch 7, 1961 , p . 2 . 

. .... 
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In 1908 . Hr . Da wson e~tered Oxford Unlversity . Hts 

mos t not .e\V'ort,hy t utor ther~ was SrrH,st Ba rker who atressod 

t h e study of' the pol1tlc <;l l thought. of PI e- to and }i r1stotle . 

who wa s ,,1. noted llHJd.ie·v 8.1tot, and who a~reed \'f1th s ome 

"'0 0& t ho1 1c 'bel ter Ii! . ~ 

"~lhHe s t udy1ne- a t Oxford . Mr . DtHTSon beg to form 

tho the a is t h a t reli.g ion \>la s t h e vita l element in h istory . 

This d evelopment had its root. s 1n the interes t ?-!r . Da~rs on 

Dnd his f e. ther sha red in Dlmte and waa n O\>I ad vanced further 
21 

by ~he reading oJ s t . AUfustlne and J ocepb de t~ i8tre • 

. fina l 1nf'luenoe 1n the forma t! of this t hea is VIIlS the 

s tud Y of the \'iritlne:s of l:o"'a t h er J . Nev111 e F1eE:! is (1866- l 919 ) 

19 $ . l ~ \la tkln (1888- . ) is a Ca,tho1 1c phHoBopher 
who entered t he Church :tn 1 908 . S OUle of his worlta 1nclude 
'J;he Philosophy of Mysticism, Thelsm . Athel@!U ?nd Aenoa:ttgi§m; 
,Some ThoUf:!hta on Qa t b,011c lmQlog~t~.; and 'rhe Ph.11osonhy: 
otF0tm. ffr- . i4atkfn ' s writ ings include treatises on th\i1 
liturfY , contemplattQll .; Ga t hol lc humanism , sooul::u'im:n , 
and the Mystica l Body . (Oa tholic liuthors ,. · ed . by f..1.:"I. tthe\'1 
Hoohn, 0 . 5 .13 . Con!'!oro , .1'70\-1 }!I'vllp shlre: Rumford Preos , 
l.952 , pp . 775- 77) ,. ~iatk1n, Coruffi Ont'HHl.l , XVII I , Ho . 26 , 
.p . 608 . 

°Da:>1s on , Psl:' s ona l letter , .March 7 , 1961 , p . 3 . 

21Joseph de t>le 1st,r~\ (1753 ... 1821) wa s s. Frenoh mora list. 
nd Cnthol1.o phUosopher who oppos ed t he view9 0f the 

nh11os0phes and the prog- ross of toe phys1ca l sctenc:es . 
HEi ma inta ined tha t .constitutions.- . Sooleti" and monarohies 
"fare d lv1nely orda ined o;nd tha t the Pope a sup remacy '8,no 
1nt'al11bll1ty should b e pl'otecteo by the mon e rah . «("'x:tord 
0 ompanlon to French Lltern,ture , ad . by Pa ul i I !'v~;r& 
J . E. Heeeltine Oxford : Clarendon Pres s , 195 9 , pp . 438-
439) . 

', .. : .. ; 
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wh o was a disciple of Lord Acton and who wrote extens ively 

on the problem of the rela tionship between Church and 

s t a t e and also on St. A'ugus t1:ne • .:: 2 

''l. furth er fa.ctor in !>ir . DB.waon · s eduoa tion a t Oxford 

wa.s h is study of the Oxford ;Movemen t e specia lly the ea rly 

23 wr1 tin e: s of Ca rd lne.l 14 E! \t/man • 

Mr . Dawson specifica.lly men tions three Freneh writers 

who influenced h im to a rama rl{l),bledee :r'e€ while he wa s 

an tmderg r a.d ua te at ('xtord . The f ,trst of the s~ was Pau.1 

Ola ude'l (1865- 1955' d l p loma t, p oet and d.r amat 1a t \trho 

in 1886 " after an. unexpected, my st ica l experience , converted 

to Ca t holicism. His p l ays a.re h i ghly symbolic Dnd their 

r ecurring theme 1a the \,1 111 of man, opp osing the Hill of 

0 00 . 24 

The sec ,ond such l.nfluenee WC-I. S the esse.y tet imd p oe,t 

Charles PeC! uy (187 3- 1914) \'lho for a tilDEl waG a socia.Ust .,. 

but b roke '\tI lth them to f ound t h e Qa,h1ert/ <iii l a gu_1nzo,1t\E) 

22Do.",aoo , Pe r sooe 1 lett e r , N..'l rch 7 , 1 961 , p . 3 . 

r) 3 U ohoul d b e n oted h ereth8.t for a fev,f f!lOnths, 1n 
1911 Mr '. DQ,\:fsQ!l v1 f.i lted the :Ned 1sh 'econ omi s t Gustav Oa s sel1~ 
Mr . Da''''s on b elieves t hnt t h i s vi s it" a 1mpor t an c e! ha. c b een 
overeroph sG 1. z. ed , s ince it. d id not contribut e s l t n if10antly 
to h is intellec t ua l forula tlOl1 '. Ib 1.d,., pp .• 1- 2 . 

24 0xfOrQ cornp:~niOn t o French Literature , ed .. by Paul 
l'krvey & J '~ E'. Haseltine , 1;) .• 14·1 .. 

i', ~'.. :.' . 
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whi'<:!h refl,6¢ ted hle pe:tr 'L otisoo e.nd n Ntlon a li5m . 2 

The n ovel 1st essay 1st a nd politic t an Ma ut'l c e Barras 

(1862"'1923) 'd3,S the third eLwh inf luenoe . He stud l€d l e.w 

at Ne.noy it b ut noanconncd it in 188LI to go to !'srla vlh~r0 

he b egan a c a reer a8 tt t:rriter . He believed t he,t s n 

lnd i vidua l d ep ended on a erou!) , e.nd th~, t t he devel opment 

of p ersol'lollty WB.S a chieve'd byobtu1n1.ng n r ea l iza tion 

of t h e p erson ' s un ity with his race and t he soil of h1s 

arlC0 e;t c,rs . He furtber ma, 1nta, 1ned 'tha. t p el'S Ol'} could 

bes t .~,rve il ls country by rema1n ing in the plaoe' of his 

birth , s ince one's ab ilities ·...rould be a ided by the' tradit i ons 

nd cultural aspeets of hie IH.,tlv€ province . He 1tan ted 

n a tiona l educa tion, 1', 0 encoura,e e the s e views and ob jected. 

to the, belief tn p ure ree.son . He wassuep 1e1 ou a of 

love for an abrstrRct h uman 1 ty and: e,ohtinua lly advoc a ted 

t!J. re,n. l iz,at lon at racial n.tad ra.g lonal t1se .. 26 

TWO ot her aut hors ~ha t should b e mentlcued in CO!U'H3Ctlon 

\f itb M.r . Dawson ' s 1ntell'"ectua l d E!Tfelop'lllent vre're Erne's\ 

Troeltsch (1865-.1923 ) and P'red er t~ -Le Pl a y wh om he be~a:n 

"7 to studY shortly after' his oonvel?'s 1on in 1914 . ':;;' 

.. 25~t0t% _ COl!llRanlquto Fr~cn L1 ter~ ~ure, ed . by PIJ,ul 
HArv61 & J . K. Haseltine , p . 5 6 . 

26 Ib1d •• pp . 49-50 ~ 

27Daws on , Pers ona l l etter, Mo,reh '7 , 1 961, p . :2 ~ 

.. .. " :'~. ~ ' . 



13 ,; 

'roe ot Troeltsch (1865 - 1923) vias a Oet'mo.D historian , 

sociolo£ i s t, phllosopher" and theolog i a n who ad voco ted 

th~tt £'ociolo(y be c onsidered as a. dist l tlCt b r an ch of 

1m o\11odg c . He ,-las lect.urer a t Got tingen Unlvers l ty aDd 

p rof asser of t heoloEty @.t Donn in 1892 and a t He1delberg 

from 1894 until 1915 . In 1915 , h e b ecame p r ofessor of 

phllo(jo~hy Dt the University of 8G1"11n. D1e Boziallehre, 

del" Christl i clqm 1~1r'chen . und Grunoen is nost r epre s ent a tive 

of h 1G thought . I t i s E1 fl 2. t t empt to s t udy the ex ten t to 

',{h t ch GOctftl f or e €s shaped t hG 1\ or l gtn , gro\'ith , an 

mod +f lca t1 on l1 of Ollristl~.n 1ty an t s apparen t ot aena,tlon 

1n mod ern hls t,or y . There ln he 8 1 8 0 express ed t}he b€llef 

tha t any theology is int l u,enc ed by t he eoc ia1 environ ment 
o8 

'V'rhera the theol0E:Y "two f ormed . ~ 

reder1c 1.e Pl ay (1806- 1882 ) W3B D Catholtc s ocloloe: 1st 

"rho , t h roue:h t he usa ot emp i r i ca 11, cQu i r ed kno.dedg€ , 

sou£,ht to r eoro€I' the dls oX'[anlzed nociet y in \-;h ieh he 

11.vcd . hls d l sol"etun1s,a t lon \vt~8 co.used by numoer of' 

f r ctor'S Dnd c,ccoro 1n ~ t o L\': P l ay t.h e s e we r e : 

Tho rev olut1on a r y spirit and i tta cont~mpt tor n e tiona l 
cus toms ; the d e struc t ion of t he inf l uence of socla l 

u t h or1t ies ; t he lncasean t ex t ene 10n of bureaucracy: the 

28iPCy cloQR.ed. i.e. of 80e ',8 1 Sc1etl0E'38 ; 
Se11gtnnn ~ fllv1.n Johnson. et - .-­
£.1ac ro1l1an Co., 193'71 . p . 106 . 

; .... 

by :w:hq1n R. A; 
·w York : 
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a bnormal inf luence of the I1tero.!te; the corru.pt1on 
of l£lngu&~ e, esp ec1ally of such t erms a s liberty, 
equality , and democra cy ; and t he beHef' that pro~ger1ty 
d epends up on some particular . form of g overnment ,. "-

His \'Tr1t1ngs Vlere an a.ttempt to pl"'eserve tradltl.ono.l cu.stoms 

and va,luas and he ma in t a ined tha t a soc iety' B orosp~rlty 

d epended up on sell'en faotorswhleh a.re: un iversa l moral 

l aw , pa !'$!l·~ !.t l a uthority, re,llg ion , g overnment, community 

30 propert y , ind ividual p roperty and pa trohag e.. . 

These l a tter t wo a u.thors 1'i€l- re s tud l ed by Mr . De\l/' son 

h~ ~l af t er h1s conver sion ~\914 •. ..; · lUs con,v er a i on ha.d €I; 

nLtmber of .roots . In add it ion , to t hose already t'lla-nt1cned 

in Mr . Devison ' S intellectual forma t1on such a.s h is 

sympa thy tor Dante . his r ead ings in St . Augustine , and 

ats s tudy of t he Oxford Movement, there a re a. nu.mber of 

uthors spec if lca lly men t ioned by Mr . Valls on a s be'ing 

l.nt'luentia l 1n h1S oonvers ion . 

Foremos t among t hese wa s the Roman Ca tholic philosopher 

and theol ogian Baron Friedrich von Hugel (185:2- 1925) • 

. 1361,1:'00 von RUbel opposed t he belief t ha t f a 1th d e,pend ed. 

on sub ject1.ve feeling und ma. intained tha t it wa s s.n 

291Hehol a .s S . T1ma shef'f , Soe lo1ofC.ica l Theory It5? 
aturo and Gr owt h (Ga reien City, N. Y . : Doubl aday &; " 

Company, 1955) , p . 46 . 

301bld . -
31Daws on , Par s on nl lettel", .Maroh 7. 1961, p . 'of • 

. :-~ ~' . 
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agreement. of the mind wtth the ob jective tru t hs at the 

life at Ch r ist as reconstructed 1n a.uthGnt1c histor',1ca l 

documents and reliable trad it,i o:ns . In h is beat work , 

The 11ys!; ico,1 E,lement. of Re11~ i on , 1909, he outllrled an 

~1polo€, ct 1c method for pre senting Ca thol ioism to non ... Cat ho1 1oe . 

He opp osed panthe i sm by s tressing the difference between 

a,Cd and His crea tion . F inally t , h e a tta ck ed l-iod ern1em and 

d ef end ed in at1tut1on~1 relig ion !lga.1nstthe erroneous 

c on oep t t ha t relig ion ~la8 a s trictly p Grs ona l rela t i(..'1lsh1p 

'bet HGen the1nd. br1dua l s oul and h i e OroQ,tor .. 32 

Rev . Jos eph R1cltaby , S . J . (181~5-1932) wos another 

a uthor wh.o was influentia l 1n conver t1ng Mr . Daws on . He 

\iaS an :!i:Dft llsh ohilos ophe r, t h eolog i an and cl1.lss i c t s t W'ho 

WIlS f 'amous for his retrea t s . St . Aueus ttne, s t . 'l'horna s 

Aquinas a:nd ~t • .Tohn Chrys.ostom H6re Fa t her R1ckaby ' s 

f avorite a uthors .. He t aught ethic s and na t ur a. l 1st." (\,nd 

and. ho s written a. numbet- of b ooks on t h es e top i os . 

In addition , to the se , h e he s 'Wl,"'1ttcn t wo o ommenta ries 

on St . Paul ' a ep istle s to t h e E.Phesl~:lnS t Phillip i ans , 

Colos ahmS t and Enl1e:non . Ot her works by h i m ars conc,erned -, 
with ap s"r1tua l d lre6 t1ml~ 

.~~ 

5"'"Le·t,tGts f 
ad . b:J Q\;,u.;}J wlen \ U "lilI l:flll:l \ VU;j;, v il1.E V' l U J..lU·:! .nU~UO::,L ".Y 'vv . » ";'''; ;.)J , 
p . 2 . 

33Ca thc:Uc AuthQrs, ed . by l,1a tth e'''' Hoehn f O. S. S . , 
pp . 478-79. 

; ..... ' .. . 
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The fina l a 'Uthor instrumental tn 14r . Davison ' s conver sion 

was Rey . Ferd inand Pr a t , f),. J . (1857 - 1938 ) . He "Ta e a French 

Biblica l scholnr '-Tho wee p rof ess or of scripture in the 

Jasu!. t colleEGls a t Delio , Vals , Toulouse and Fne;hicn . 

In a.dd iti on to tsnchillE; Father Fret \'la.s consult or on the, 

ont1f1ca l .B i blical C ommlssion. and "rr1 tel' and ed i tor fol:' 

Etud es Bl b l 1nu6rw _ He was par tly responsible for t he 

prepa r a tion of 'the cond emnet1ons or modernism and h1 e 

\'/ork Je:aus Chri s t: His poct.rine . and His \'foU 18 considered 

by theolop. ians to be the be s t l if e ot Ohris t in ex i s tenc e . 

'rhe ', Th€ol()gy ot Sa lp~ PAul , however , Wai! his life ' s work 

nd p.na caused much ln tElres t to the l ife and t ea.chlne 
34 of s t . PauL . 

In add ition to t:t'le authors \4ho i n fluenced h1s e onversl.on , 

!{r . Da.wson menttons c erta in pl a ces as being ii!lIl or t arj t regard lng 

his entrance into the Ca t hol ic Church . He particularly 

oites the :f i r s t contaot which he had "11th Catholics. t 
" 

Dri e:hton . I t s. pree l ~H, af! ee t Mr . DUlJiS On doe s not mentl0l1 . 

He merel y sta te S t he. t it WiltS the s ite of the p €r.iOdlc 

wint e r vi s its mad e by his f am lly . Mr. Dawson is more 

definite i n s t otine the 6i gnifioance which places had OIl 

h1m \V'hen he s p eaks of his f our month v is i t to }<"lorence 

-- ---- " 
34Ca th?l'lC AuthOK§ , ed . by Ma. tthew Hoehn , O. S .B ., 

p . 457 . 

,.,; ... : 
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end Fiesole io tnQ'EH1J t wo o1tles , 1\11'. Da1t!s on t)(.1 l1 €vGs " 

~ave him the opportunity to observe Ca t hol io culture 
. 7.5 

as an ~))ni!llat1ng 80ela.1 f Or Cth J
' 

" 

!~.r . Dawson lU:'l d 1ntended to b eSio wr iting sys t ematica lly 

in 1914 , but the s e p lane were :foiled by the c oming altha 

f' 1r et 'I'forld 'tifa r . TOwa rd the end, of t he war on Aug u.st 9 , 1 916 , 

b.e married, Miss V't:tlery lIUlls who was $ , Ca t holic WhO'CIl he 

h ad kn o .... 'n fo);' me.tly y ~a:ra a t Oxford . After t he wal", they 

sett led e. t Tlahbury in Willtsh1re , and it \1'9.8 the,n that 

36 he b egan t o wrl te. 

His 1irs t ttrltlnlt' ¥1 8' S an essa y-entitled "The Hat .ul'e and 

Destiny .of l'lan~1 and was pU~bllehed by Shoed and iIls,rd in 

G<xlsnd th~ Supem a,tu.:r;r.;1,l . Mr . De.W8 ot1,' s 11fe proJ ect , 

hOr/eve!'" WfHl t~ write, a :five volume wOrk on the history 

of culture which would t .ra ce the or1e:1n and d.evelopmen.t 

of Viestern o ivi liz a tion . ~rop;reaefl,ndJ~e11p'lon , p ub11shed. 

1n 1929" is the pretae tor:y volume wherein h i s genera l i d eas 

on the t op1.c a re s t e ted . They are dev el oped in l a ter 

~lorks . The kA.S$ of, t he 5lods , the' firs t I"uoh work , is 

concerned with pre- h htory antl ea rly ancientcivlllza tlon,s . 

35'1'l118 tl'ip t o Italy t3.nd the vl's 1 t to Swed en were 
f1nan c t a lly p ossibl,e ! or };lr . Dawson ., sinoe travel a t tha t 
t ime wa.s i nexpena1ve and the que s tion of finenees never 
aroeetar him due' to his famt ly ' 0 f 1nanclo l p osition . 
(Dawson, Personl letter, l~tt'ch 7 ,. 1961 , p . 1). Ibi d . ;, p . 4 . 

36 ' . Ibid .. p . 36 . - . 

•. d, " .. ~ :' . 
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Ita thesis is sUPPoi"'t rt d by a wide use of a rcheolog-ica l 

and ethnological ma terie:, l th The t hird volume in the series , 

Making of Europ!? , which ,"a s publieheQ. 1'0 1939 , t};'a C0a: 

the o'l"lg1.ns ot the medieval culture from tihe bee: inning 

of t he fi.fth century to the end oftbe tenth .century ~ 

'l'he l ast t 'rJO volume's c ,overtne: the l a t er mi ddle 9g ee and 

p 08 t.-Re~a ls$a.nc~ development hav e n ot been wri tten . :;;;7 

Du:rins hts ca roe r. Mr . Dawsen ha a been le~\tlu.'~r in 

the h i s t ory of cultuI'e a t Unive r s ity Collette E:Xeter ~ 38 

During 1933-34, be was vialt lne l ec 'ti\J.re'l" 1'0 the p.hilo80phy 

of relig i on a t t he Unive r s ity of IA.verpool . 39 · :Cn 1934 , 

he a leo gav .e a. lecture on llthu:l. rd Gibbon t o t.h,e Brtt1aft 

ACf:l':l emy whtcp. invlt'es a sChol a r annua lly to lec ture on 

11 mast er mi~.d . Hi a Glf'ford Lectu.l"ea. g 1 vetl a t the 

Un 1. vers t t y of Ed lnburgh itl. 1 9:l~7-ll'8 and in 1946- 4·9 h Jave 

been published a s llelie: 1on (md Cult.ure and Re11F1on and 
1:\.0 

jibe R1.sl'? of \1 e B t ~.rn Cult l,l,re . 

In 1.958 , Mr . Daws on \,lsS appointed ChltUDcey .stll~man 

--....----.,.-....--------------- _ .• _---- ---...... -_ ...... 

3" ,). lA . O' Con nol"-j C. S . V.; The Relat1onsp.1J( Betw~en 
Rel i ft ion, andC u,ltu,r e {Montrea l; Llbr a 'irl e t1n lnt- Vi8teur , 
1952}, p . XX" .. 

38cat nol lc .Authol'S , ea , •. by l4t-l tt.hew Hoehn , O. S .B., 
p . 186 . 

· 39nal490n; Pe r sonal l etter, March 7 , 1 961 , p •. 3 . 

40Cat h ollo Authors , ed . by 1!..a tthew Hoehn ,. O.S .B • • 
p . 186 . . 

, . ... -: ' . 



19 

Professor of Ca tha.lto stud ies a t lIan a rd Unher s lty ' s 

School of Dlv1ni ty . 41 The reason t or th i s appoint ment 

vra s. t hat. it waa rea l i-z ed tb.$,t there was ):loone on t h e 

f a c ulty w.hQ we-s a ble. to d iscus s the p o1 1t 1cal~ soo i a l. , 

i 

and re.l i e 1ou,s asps,eta of the 1:'''11181.00 of over foul" hUlVlred 
1'2 and sev enty ... f lve mi l lion p ers ons . ... 

While a t Ha rva rd , Professor Dawson ga ve a t l 'ea s t three 

COuX' e 6S on Cf.l tho11c s t udies . 'rhey i nclud ed one an t he 

rela tion betwe ~n :rEl'11e i.on and oulture, a second on Oalhhollo'hoo 

1.U1d: Wecs'trern ClvUlza t1 ol'l , !lnd 8, third on Cat h olicism f:rom 

tbe ' Reforma t ion to the p r~ E\ ent. He a l s o s tud t ed the role 

of the Amerioan Ca tholIc 1n the l1:!e of the Un i ted s t a tes . 

S Cnne' of the r e'sults of the r esea.:rch Id 6 re g i ven At t he 

s t . ThomAS MQre- lecture tn Chicago 101951 where he main t a. ined 

tha t Oatholios in -the nUleteenth cel'l,t ur y were on l y cn tho 

vere-E'il of being edu~at ed. . However" Mr ,. Da\ison believes 

41(1'h e Oha un,eey s ttl1ma-n Cha 11" f 'or Cot hol t c Stud .les 
wua in stituted to instruct futur e Pl:'oteftt~nf. ministers in 
the his tory . t h e ology , a nd d OEP'l!& of t he Roman Oa t h olio 
Churoh , and lt~ wean1:ns tor t.he mo(lern world . (rtProfe s sQr 
of Roma.n Catholic S t ud i es a t Harva,.rtl,,·l T~b1 6t " OOXI " 
'lie . 6153 Aprll 26, 1958 J p . 38S} . ~ 'rhe tr[Jp olntment , .. a s 
mad et a a ~ reat extent on 1',1'1.6 reoommend ati on of Barba r a Ward i 
I~athan M. Pusey. the :P:resid(llnt of Ha rva rd , and 4. t'c flh l sh op 
R1eha rd J ,. Oushing of Bos ton .. 

42" 1:;'" . tl ' II "".. . 4 t :h D . {"t " t ... ~ . d ~\ ~h L, r e el'lWn · e , \;I ~~r;...a o.p er avlson ", omes ('} c~arvo.r ., 
Catholto D!a'ea1't., XXIII., No . :3 (Jan . 1959 }. p . 51 . 
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that th1. r. ta not the' I'l l tuc.ti on today even t houeh Ca tho.ltoe 

'in hie judgmGnt are };Jot !laving the effect on Ul.e world 

that th should 43 If 

Furthe r hlEhU.ghte in kit- ., ws on I $ c~ roer were hiS' 

bce ollling editor oftll:a .oy:hl tn ~ev1e';l 10 1 9l~O t'nd bh) 

pe.r'ttclpation i n the SWord of t he Spirit 14ovemont.44 

This {!}Ov6rJ"¥nt wse fO\lnd a<1 i n 1941 by Onrci1n&l Hlnnley. 

/l rohb teh()p of \lGstmina;ter and t akes 1ts [ltlttlG f rom St . raul f $ 

Ep1otlo to t he ll.'phesiHtls wn.0rein the "sword'} t o on iWf.l.gG 

uaad to. ,aho'llt the pc.~weJ[' of' the word ot God ., ;\ t its 

tneop tlcn the movement' B rt ima e~nt(n"Gd &r ound qUGOtl 00 B 

'PQeed by th~ Second World ~t.ar, althou['h this WHS n ot the 

prima.ry rea aoll for 11:.a Ol'EH)' t1on .. At t.hat tllXlC:l; 1t aou:sht 

to cla rity the i aeusB of the w~rr by poin~1ne out tll$.t it 

was a. conflict bet ween tote.ltts ris nism and ~; 6 e tem culture 

Ilad trn.d ltlro:i /~5 It, &lao aoug,ht to ct'eute a p ea0 6 which 

would b e bo ssd on the, Cha."lst.1a.n t.rad lt1 cn ot Bur Op El' l tn 

46 
pC:l.r t 1cula rly thG nt~ture l l tn" cOQ'tt-t lned tharaith Tha 

purpose of t he ~"WON of the Sp,ir1t }~oval'j}ent is e t Si tod in 

------.---,--------....---------....... --~-----
43 lh Fr elim 

J!.J"'9 tl;t~o 

t ''''''--1 ~r -. Co l "s:.~ ''I.'" '" '" .,... .v """ (I $ , • .">.A J., .1 ; ' ,IIi 0 • :J . ' 'P • :J .. 

uth.ox'p.) . ed ., by M~ttbo\'! Hoahn~ O. S .g ., p . 186 . 

45cQrd tnfl l H1.:n$l l9Y, ~'?r¢s tilaui..1 ti l !1dci);'e~':Hh '" ii;w'Or{i 21 
th€ SR1Pil .• Bulletin No . 50 ( Oct . 1 . 1 9.<~2 ) , p . 11, .. · . , 

1~6Bnrbn t', 
~'O ltlt. BullcH~ 

r d , " \'in tJ t is Natur a l fall'I" Sword of ~ 
o. 21 (.t\,ug llet 21 , 1 941), p . , . 

.. :~. : 
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t he1!' oonstUut h'P as ~ltCi ere&te rul infer-mad {mel no t.iva 

r,! tlbll0 cpto ton cnlnt~>l,"'n~ltl',;n$tl sfi"o.1rs ; p&rtlcula:rly' 
Hi~7 tl'lliee \~hieh lnvolve. i1a tho:U.c prlnc1 ;J lea .. . 'they ~Hl&k 

to encGur~.ee tb.~ nppl iu ~l tion of tlte Chur'ch t s Iiol1ehs t o 

i 

societ y (mel to ree.toX'<3 the mot'a l unit f We:.; tex'n C1vll i1,,~t ton . 

Until this 1l':a G.ohhvcd thQl '0611'&\1"'0 t hat there wtl l be 

48 n o .p€Il.ce 1n Surope or' the 1'101"1(1 . 

'to l),ohhvG this goal they [{dv-ooata P.fD YC!' . 2tuil~h 

cm,d ao t ion . Prtl,Y e;r f or th<t'l1l 10clllded &~OJlth :6on~1lotlt>ll!~ t 

d a:;rs of rac: o.l.lG oti~t'! ~ ,I'tld r()tr'flrll.t~ ~ 'lG ~C, I)!j,l:""f:~ ~t~~dl 

theY', pl"om.ot., d1oeuas1cn trC~ps . tlllpec b .lly wlthin par .1eh e s 

to make Catbo11ee U'\;,.llU"¢j o'i t tu:lr f"~spo:rls1bU ltlas 6113 

{,!t.:,l'·1 etlc'n~ and vbtrt t hey eaD (! 0 to overc orne thfll' p r.::fbleme 

=Otl lH.1'f1cul tt~s which f:$<oa thaOhurch tn her .n ttert'ip t; 

19 to a.ppl,y her po11O' i 6 «11 to G(lolG~Y _ :t E'incill.i! the filOl.l'$rl10trt 

p libll eues the pe riodical tba swor§ ,ot , £.hG $;lJilkl:11!.. I t \>(o, 

by wrt t ll1g a 17t1gleS) t or t his public a t lon thnt Hr. l}(lwaon 

ro~da a ms j or' cotl tr1.but1otl. to tbe movement . 

~{r- . D:n'l'sCJ1 h"H~ tHum dQGcrlbed €l. 5~ 

47'\con'f;i t1tUt1:00 ~ n 

1io .. 1.98, no pe·e$ .. 

4elb1~ ~ 

~ol . 1:!:7 , 

49tfal:"rl J, ~\'lOrjO't .thaglt?trJ~ J Eulletll1 N o ~ 27 _, Pl' . ~"-5 • 

..... , .. 



almos t pa infully shy and silent ., Physlca.lly he 
resemble s D. R. Ls,!tl rence -- fra il b ird llke in 

22 

pps Ar enc 91 "11th a betH:ded .Fr anc1sc ·a.rl t ype of f ac e 
informed by n gentla smile . He shows cha r ity and 
courtesy to other \"ayo of thou~ht, b e,11avlng t hat 
without a.n exquisite dseree of peroeptive che,rity, 
no 8cholar c a.n evar penetra t .e the mean i ng of 
another cultur·e . His im!llelHH~ respect for wa ys and, 
ideas \Clhi.ch he re jeots b u.t und eratands i s refl ected 
in his vte-w of r a ti ona lism ilihos e desire f or cla rity 
and :p~9 si on for ln t ollj,e,:6I'l,oe he admire~~ but which 
he l.Ie .Lle~G8 113 lim1 ted tn perspeot lve . 

50Freemantle,. Catholi.c.Jll.e!.~~b XXIII , No . 3 , p . '51 . 

, .. ..... . 
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OHAPTER II 

SOURC$S 

A bibliogr a phy of t he sources used by Dawson would 

b e s siz e,able boalt in t t self . Such n o B. ta.logue ~, hOtl'ever, 

\iouldrevea l a number of imp ortant oharacteristics 

cona ern1oe- the a uthor ' s g enera l think ing , inte reete" end 

relia.bility . It would show h1m t o be interes t ed w1th 

all p eriods of vrest.ern history ,. with the d evelopmen" 

of ancient and mod ern Orlenta,l histories , .-,1th primitive 

aoctet1es ex t ant and ex t1nct and pa rtioularly witn the 

c ultura l and I',slig1oua d evelopment ot the s e societies . 

This same, blblloerap.hy wou l d a l s o revea l hi.s 'Use of 

both \'1 r1 tten and un written sources:, hi s 'Prefel.~enoe 

for prlrna ryeources, and h1s me,rked l aok of f ootnoting 

sources 1n tile l a t er writing s at his career . 

Since Dawsoo , us6SSuch a l arge number and va riety 

ot referencea ,. i t ,,,ould be more effeotive to p oint out. 

SOlDe of h is more frequently u sed s ources . Therefore. 

only the more s al 'len t s ource s \-/hlon appear tn his 

h1s t orlea l wl"i tioga \"fUl be c (.'ns laered E'..nd for p urp oses 

of cla,r1ty and organiza t1 on they' will be discussed 1:0 

r ela tion to the volume by Da'ltl son i n \ihleh they a re used . 

i,.;·~ ;,- . 
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f t hese m~l;ny wri tinEs , hie Age 91 the God s 1a the 

most schola rly and g ives a. ba l anced repre senta t ion of t he 

gen era.1 ty pes of sources used by him . A ! ew of t hese 

more out s t a nd ing ref6'rances a re ment ioned he re . The 

Ca mbridge Ancient Ht st£rX, 19 consulted 'for informa t ion 

on Ore t e and Troy,l a s 'f/e 11 8@ for d a t a on 3aoy10n18., 2 

Egypt , 3 I t a ly and antiquity 1n ttenera l. Other r.'lul t1volume 

refe rence work s lis t ed include Ho op ' s ftea llextkon der 

German1schep AltertuQlskundQ, Has,ting ' s p1clcl opaed l a. crr 

Re llgio:q . and Ethics and l?1c t tonary of the Blbls', and 

Jl:b e',rt ' s Rea l1ex1kon . es e't , Vo.re;'9sc.h,ichte wh ich i s dascr lbed 

by him a s ind ispan auble a,nd is re:f'erred t o constantly . 4 

Although t ,hers is consid e r a ble use of multivolume 

war-ks . the author h as a remarka ble apprec l a t1<m for the 

da t .a which oe.n be obta, ln.ed. from soholarly journals. The 

numerous ctte,tiona 1n this VOltUll6, Ap·e of the Gods . a,rs 

li st e:d in hlsax t en s ive b1blio!! l'aphy . He re one will find 

1 
Christopher Da ... rson , Age 9{ th~ Goos (New York : .sheed 

& Ward , 1938) , p . 182 . It 113 intere sting tha t the title 
tor t hese \forks 1s the s ame .a s tha t used , by Glove,nni Vico 
who held to acyc1iaa l vle\V' of his tory . See Chr1st ophe.r 
De.\f BOn , Eng!;!1ries int.o Relle:1on a nd Culture (li ew Yor-k : 
Sheed & W e r d ; 1933) . . . . 

2 Ag , of t he Goo§ . p . 124 • 
.... 
.:IIbid ., p . 78 . In !illgujrieSl 1nto Relig i on ?eng culture 

t his source 1s a~a .1n listed a s e ref el'OnQ6. See Egou,lr1e§ 
1nto reltg i on and Culture, p . 102 . 

4 Age of the Gods , pp . 198 ff , 218 , 26} , 284 . 

; .. ... h . 
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t h8 t the majori t y of r eferences a re 1n English , a lthou€h 

German, French, and Italian perlod lcnl s ar's a l so listed .:> 

t times., th€ge sources are t he proceedings of lea rned 

/Soc ieties auen as t he Am6 ricRn Ph lloBoph ic81 Society , 

the Ru ss i an Archeolog ica l Con@'ree s es~ an{1 the Roya l 

h"ish Aca.demy . 
6 

Yet evan though he uses perioJ l ca ls , 'the ma jority 

of' hi s sources Hre b oOks by a. myr i ad of individual a uthor s . 

From t h i s sta6e:er in8 numbe r of s ources , Da'tlson Hat a three 

a.uthors 1n pnrticula r to whom he expresses hie indebtednes s . 

Thes's afe: the Esyptoloe 1s t .• J • . H. Dr-casted a uthor of 

f'tncient R ecords . of 'EJiypt, Hi s t or y of EEWpt and the I!evelon ment 
. . . . -. - '. 

of RellgtO!Land Tho1J(!ht, 1:nJ.n::~t~t WS'VDt; t he a r cheoloe; i s t, 

V* Gordon Chl1de a uthor o.f tb:e Aryans ana Xh§ Dawn of 

Eu!,onea:1'l C1v111 zn t1 on,., and S . iii • . Lan8d on a uth or ot 

'lamIDuz apd !allie r , Surner'i f1D !:'Loa Se,bylonian Psa,lllls, 

5To n a.me 8.11 of t hese woul d be impract1ca.l ~ but 
the mo!'a n otabl o on.e s which should be menti oned include 
Ant i ouity , L1 Jjn thrQPolo'll:1~ . the Journ a l of Egyptian 
Ar ch.e olo6Y , . t he .Joumal of Helleni o .stud lea and the 
Ant1gua.;r1 em ' Jour'pQrl . ;See /\ge. of t he Gqds . p . 385 f f . 

6 I91d . ,. pp . 33. 286" 385 f:f . 

\., : .. : '. 
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inb!;!..~iQ,tl !,? lc Rt-Q,t.sntS. op: : r 

Many of t he Iilh ov~ t'6f ~ rences 8l''f} Wht1 t woul d, be called 

aeoQntl nry t)ou);'ae !!h Yet t hey f..I l ' Q used by h,im b eC::'l I.H;(ff t t l'et" 

h0 hn 13 found t nf,H& ,t"~ l1able ., £inti (H90 ond " h~ 1 iii pr lmarHy 

ill'b~r~s,&t':d in lJ:rnt,tieala of: t he f bld1rl~& eontaine6 ttl t hS!lh 

P:r lmfi ry !30u,rees , hO\'fover" a re u SE5<1 . 'lhw~.HJ tM.,y 1:>0 fl~,th~))i.'" 

w;r1tt,en (.,\e in the (HHHJ of th~ lU.blo,8 ,strabo · s G~lpgrA.l.)nJ{f 

or l-IY'1:'s.1l1uu of Le.S f.1\'S l" ,'01 011:1'81uo Unll0 _9 or 'they maN 

be some t o,f't'!l of t~rt ouch ~Hi pottery from Ff o:rt he rtl r,."'Urop~ 

or t UG Nea r Ee s t,10 Ul.G: eyollnd'era at OY!"UB ; 1) or 
. ' ' ~ , 12 

VYl'lll:mldL1'lMr1p t .Me . 

One lUfl t chn~ct~l'httc of tb~ scuroea uaifSd in the 

Ae9, of t heG04!W 1s the, use of re.fe l'ehcas \0 P'l"imi U.'ve 

U.t(tl:ra t U)::'S!H Thin h .t.md et's t.all(h1.bl.e 1n view of the 
~ " 

, '(Age o.t' th,e G: $d!h p .. V. ' For t'~;t'al:'encea 'to J' . H~ 
Breasted ' s wQrk's ~ittG PPll 22:"9, 293. 2!l7 . 356 . ILnothel:' 
wOt'k b,t B:t>Eu?sted," ' 1la~ D~l!tl OJ!?' ~ 9RiQ!niD!ig" i 6 tU'H'!d ' ln. 
IJnw80n ' G B!ftl~~ j\ C'1'.i &OOQU~$\!t' ij~\f York: She !!d l4 ';~H'(h 
191~8 ) . pp . 119 1.'t ,. aNa~t,ad ~ $ ~'f:~J:Q~!Tf~lrt 0:£, R~Jl~,:~ 
~tnd trb.o\J.r",:h t .tn Ana lmt: K.f4'\l:!a1:i 15 a SR 1rt c: t ted 1tl ¥l1qj11.£ 
1;nto R~lt8 1pn!WA qlll tJU"q~ . Se' §nnttli£1.0I3, !.n140n R~li.'f1en 
¥,!,!\jlGuJttur~h p .. 100 . V. GOl"don ChJl de ' e '[1'01"K6 B.~e 
001;,00 1n ,Ago. Qf i-he Q\)l,llil , pp. '10, 103 , 13' ~ 31'7. :;39. 
th LA ngdon ' is c.it'GU on P!,h 96 f' 10{$ , 107 of the s ainG " 
volum~:h 

8 ' , r.: rj':' "".4 ~ .. , p1' '' l Ab . c:.41 . r~ 9 . 

9Th~ A ' ~" '1 ~ ... p • .,;:J .. 

l0lla!1. , p . JEl, f ete1n€, p . 212 , 220, 266. 

llThM l<';}~' ~'It. p . <~ :,) ,. 

l~ 
~Ib "d:I! ' Plh 148 . 154 . 

, .~ - :' . 
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Da\4'aon.ifttl beU.et tba t. t h'e key to und~:r$tsnd lne hletory 

'19 rel1e1o:n and th~1.t N ,lt$!olls belief s are often G:"pl~eS£l.(;d 

l.;n 11 te:t"a tUX'Eh Thus O~H!' not <In iy f 1nd (l t'Gt' QterHHU~ t I;) 

JJ.t?'by lon1tm f 13 Et!ypt lan . 14 en d Gl"!iH3k15 l1t~rbttu:t;;~ but. 

nleo ref er-encee to remote NQrt.h AmeJ;'lonn llld ietl~ , l~~ 
17 . 18 Blenr. a.a.~ , arr.1 Rumti.tl .ten ! olkl ore. 

It the lls.e "rUle 9:0111 exempl1f'te.e Da.waon f a apprec1®ticn 

and eomy rehe:tHJl of e:rch GolOS1cu l ,ar)tU~Oe8 In Erxpla.tn1ne; 

hlatory" his lwt~kltlp ot EiutO!?i undou.btedly anOriS hls 

oonvict 1on th~t Cht' i Iil'M.anUy wae an. lmport nn'tfa et.or 111 
. . . . . ' 19 

the . f ormat1on of West,e m 01vU.1.zatl ol'h He 1.'lotae that , . 

Rome, h(wrevEiX"; tn.flu·euced Obrletbnlty tbus ROIillM \41'1t,el"'S 

are Ilttod . 
20 ':':l'l 

F'nm111tu· 'dr1tet"sl $uch ~s Vere- il , 1l'ac1tus . j . ... 

~-.~~-.~~~~.~,~J--~~~~~~~;~.~.~ __ ~~~ _______ ~~~~~~ ... ~~~ .. ~~~~ 

1'; N~A 'of, _YlGi . G%'l!h pp,* 96 ... 77 . 

14n)lQ _ j Pl'l w 148, ~~~9t. 252 . 

151b ld .,. 

l6lt?W ~t 
17~., 

P t!' .352 .. 

pp _ :;a ., 3i t , 103. 

p . 10-,+ . 

18. rpl.cl. t Ii - 10', . 
10 ""Aftl l:n thGtlutnor ' S' l:.E>fl3!'mlcea $,r~ num~r'ous .. but 

it shoul d tie noted t M t. t b,er"l is 8' rfJ'1~terre11erwe on 
primary I;fOUrC138 1'171 this voltUfle 't.ha.D t,hel"e wile in as.$! of 
J.he . gpg g.. ' 

20c:n~lstoPhe~ DawsQtl;t IlfaJt1ua -0, ,it--;lu'npSt (New -:tork : 
Meridlan Hoo.lta " 1958 ) " f th . 28- 29 . I~otable eeconda ry aOUrQ liHJ 
on Rolt!e ,a.r~· Roatovtaeff' fa J}0fj·!?,;l. indES!oncm1e lj lat2rx CilI:( 
.thill Bom.an ri;mp!:rlil' and 1'1lomme:en e 1{ 1r;;,teryo,:[ gOf1}G ,. See the 
*"~1$1m~ ,of iUN'f)@" p . 245·.. '. 

2 1. "b· ~ .~ p · -.to ~., .. ,.;; - .} 

....... ' .. ~ 
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n2 0~ 
Ju'V~nnl , ~ tl.nd j,br-cl1$ Aur,eltu$~) ;> ore used , but the ma.1 l;)r1.t,y 

of refe:renctls a.rG from Chr.l st1an writer s _ 'tny of the~ 

,.re the ol.ot lea l treat ises und lno l uj c such ~v ell !mown 

011. Btlnns as st ~ ~ Ut uet. 1ne . 24 st . Ambrose , 25 st. . Gre/.t 0ry 

t4's.Z i en z en II 26 !'iln<l st ., ,J 0:l'OlDe . 27 

'ld C-rlr:. on30 nr~ leo (: it,ed . 

28 ' . 2' lren-'l Gue , . Tertul11atl " 

Lett.er s 
-Jl1 

'f Pop e:.; Clemsnt :r,J 

Md Cr e:f"ory tue Grec. t 32 
t'l 'r-c ~ourca o , f1C D.X'O the lettQr s 

ot t he bishops St . Columbtm33 and st.· Bonitace . Les uer 

mown V/rLters t'~fer.l'ed to are o~oslue , 3~ Gregory 01' 
. -..;6 " 

Th.aum~~ tu:rp'ua ., Hu11nU8, ·.... l:md many oth~H'e t oo numeroua t o -..... --........... ..,..---~ .... - ~ ~-~ --------
j"~~ . .. ' l Xo i (h . pp •. 1 .. 0 -112 .. 
.... 
''': ~ T' ' (d 39 ._D .. t, p . • 

2l~:tb t ., . 219 .:lJ:U::g, ., ., . _ t • 

25,J:b td ., pp. ~ll~81! 250 . 

20 Ib i d . " p _, 234 .. 

2 , 4 ,112,10 _, 1' ., :2 9. 

~8 · . ~ 
~., p . 48 . 

9.Th ld ." P'O . 61 if .. 

30 Ibld «t. pp . 50~ 62- 63 . 

p ,. 247 . 

32 1l:> 1(' • " pp ., 40- 2i j>.6. 

'4h1.0 •• p . :?55 . 

3l~tt'h.in0" of.. F:m,.o' le. p " 186 . 
'ltr.:,. • ...... .. J..J~.J " 98 . 

° Ibld •• p . 249. 

.. ': ... , .. : ... .. . 
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~}~n t" ten hGl"t,h A ! lUG.}. p 1" iron ry ~ QUr'CG tor the ~'if*lij£l qt 

~l"'ODQ is t hG 9CAl f5:J( '!~"(l Q$ l lA BU.li wh1.ch 1s u E; ea 'V,ilth aome 
~? 

tl egr-ae (if freQUCl.ltiC\· i .J 

.' 

!').lthc;uvh t here. nre a e: J,~ 'e~t tlumber (;f rrlmc J,:'Y 3 ;)Ul"CHH~ 

r f:lpre ~()ntGd 1n D{;W8()}l ' S \10f'k$ * U G (.i l s o USO G a I t. t'c e vt~r16ty 

of sf;l(! ctldayy ttl{)urce~ .., The 1l10re frequently uooo oJ:' thEiS G 

l~r~' the i,l, tut.rtd g,a l-ie~1g,Vf$l, HhtOr.llJ 38 ~; • .;: " Kor'a t h€t 

J2' .... ~ " "'1:Q .n "' ~ ;' il' !;i '" ,J • ? .. P l. I' t'· ' 'l h t V;t!tt1 ' t , lv iJ: ~ ' M t 1 QO l~O ~1 ,- b · ... v· " .... ,-,.,.r ... ~ . ~n£ "'v 'y . ;l..Z;ll ~ ~ . an", ii;I. .... e 

ell C.!J.rlyle t e l·!~d~s:v.nl . :? oll.ti{}~11 ;rl:l~tOr! HE: the, dq~~/+l 
[J4;COtldtl r'Y aourCG'l'l anti tt'a..i1 s1atl ona Of pr.· tma :rl Sl Otn"Ct3~ Zil t'G 

pa r ticula rly 'lirit-altar h is obaptf3rs en :relam. l!!.rc\itne "s 

. 1e 

.u.'lJ.em t !l l '!eQ:istome d u M9Ad Sh 4} 

, 2 ~~. __ ~~~~_ 

-7aml~1~,e .9f. , ll:~l;c,PPi, Plh 251 ... 252 . 

38lb&<l .,. p . 55 , 257, 261. 

39~ ... " p.p • . 214 .... ~U5 .; 

40~., 1>P , 204 . 211 r 214 •. . . 

I~l~ ~6 ... ' '" p ", 1:. v . 

4') t!.:r 1d . ljJ , ".I Q 11 1 ,...Q...:.... , P lh . ~ , -.,,JU i ' ~ ;0' 

Plh lJ~2 . 150 • 

~jq !::f.j:' '''' ,~ I'.!l :t!:t!l!> ..... fit:l,*,4I;i<e"'"U 100.",.1 · ''''~'''' '''''Ii;. 

i.'· ... : .. . 
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prGvGlant . 

ine last oh,':,r ectsris ttc of t h e <:l uth or , a mpproaeh '\'.0 

",OUl"CI,H3I 10 this voltu.l1e and otll~ra 18 !,'lOrt h t'1Gllt1Qnlng .. 

Tha t is hie loel.e tent 1.l101unlcn of poetrY L1Tid $rt ·/fo1.'k 

,,!.J rGferencee,. Rtl ttJ.Ei':t' C\J80 Lll'a poetry of 1'1 or tb. <:l rn lJ:ur up $ 

1 '. ' , 46 Ul'lh a s the, Eft i o .:::,n·pf\ . . the fhJ')l''.1'tgL5J1H;ll! . ~md t bQ 

~u ,jell as the root'e f 'o....j 1l1:! r ep i ofi s\~ch 

as the o Qn~1d~:red vo l un'Pl £ in gn 1~ln6 

and unlieI's t a1.1d1ne ot a. cultul'e t s va lu.es . 'ir cl"ke of PM. 

suoh a e o.hurch IDOSl:dOG , 48 U1IJ'WUlated llla11Uscrlp tlS , 49 
50 [' I ' ~' , 

x'oak " c tlX'V1;n;e:s , i t~ tu6e , ::> ~l'ld eV(!n !ls,sk ate:)": at'p 

c onoldal"Gd stgnU10ant Gxpre.eslc.1'l a of e cl.lltu1"G t a 'l r8litlletlc 

s ense and va lu.es . 

. ReF'nrdless of t h l l£ v lde u, vf poetry 1nthe 

~l~'Jt1p(: o.f *gro2i /t this ,1s !10t t he y olume Hhere it 16 

J~i3 
,Hok1,1Jf!. 01; ' EY.~. p -, ' 260 ., 

IH5 . 
!bli1 .. ,. ,' .. 215 ., 

p . ~42 . 

t~8 . l' 
J1l~ .. " ,-;; • . 1 ,. 

14 () . 1 .. Thiel . , PI' , 13- 1:1- . 

50~!!.1 .. , p " 10, . 

51 Ib1d ., p . 9' •. 

5G!.Q~ . , p . lv ~ 

; .. : .. 
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used mos t fre quently . 'rh i s d i ::- t i nc tl on i s ra SE ':' veo f or 

Herein t h ere 

i s more extens ive analysis of t h e SonE of' Rob nd 53 and 

54 55 ==i6 
l? lers P,lo"\;mg,O . The ~)ld 9n Ler end , He ilp.sk rirw la-

and Deowult: 57 are a.lso ci t €d , but n ot s o fre c.j.uen tly;. 
"'8 

Ch ri s tian poems sucl1 ne :t'rud entil~s ' S l". €ri Hteph§ncm~ 

nd Dante ' a Par ad 1s o59 are al ec us ed. as a ra Ir l sh h 
61 and the sODEa by t r oubadour s . ft.s ierence:; t o \'Iork i3 of 

a rt a re aga in us ed in Rell,~ i()n u.nd t he [·as e of ;-fa stattl 

9ultl;tre and. nre t eken from s imila r sourc e s , 1 . e . 

62 . 63 
t r anscript ton s on tomb s , manuscript s , and r ood s of 

h Lll."che s . 
64 

0
60 

1 {,"" 

:,:uChri s topherr D~:rwe o.'1, Religion O.nd th~ Bise of .11e s telP. 
Cu1ttlre (Gnro en C1ty, UeH York : I mt1.f <5 nooles , Doubleda y &; 

Co . , 1958 ), ~ :;:rp . lL~6 ff . 

54 . .. . . 
n)~. , pp . 219 ff . 

'-r. 
:):; Ib ~d . , p . 1 59 . 

-6lB.¥!. ., pp . 96- 98 . 

:> 71l:> i d ., p '. 72 . 

8112 i d a ,p . 28 . 

"" 9 :) Ib i d . , p . 166 . 

60 . h. " Ib 1d . , p . :::6 . 

61.!lli. , p .• 158 . 

62 Ib id . , p . 228 ~ 

63 Ib 1d . , pp . 228- 229. 

64 ..ThlQ. . , p . 228 . 
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OtH~ of t h e most ( )t).tS't:;ITkl 'lrlf ier; tul"e s of t h i :; trent iPJe . 

ho\{ov(~rp 1£; the nlJ,thor ' '3 'id.d s \.lSS (yf y riU-ipt"Y SOUl"eHJS . 

6e::: 
Tho re are ret (;U"€lO cI') s t o t,h~ M~\lme1:l tf G.errn~m 1,fH:l H.1.~tor tsHh::l 

66. ; . ' . . 1I 67 
the 1~"lQa t COQ9~J- '4J.. lftna Mt{i.tn~ e W r191gr ic I,;, t.A.TIa . 

'f'nat:llQ rof6rer~oes ~lt;hf.)ueh f~eqlH~nt (11 .... 0 n oi;.so ireQ.tt(!Ynt 

Mi t.hOtiHt) to author £! n.ot foulld. lr~ th.e (':l G c ollGctlqtl S ~ 

.l> lcuin ' s latt Gl"e , f or sxomplo:> ~:r'e cited CC1'l s1tl arably , 68 

85 (-fro p(lr,$' st. Gr eP'Ol'Y ' l$ dialogues ~nd lettert;1 , 69 ~nd 

St . n 'H.''nF.l''O t s 12 6 c.Pp~ tSJE;t:q;t l(::ru!. 70 '1'he vJcrk~ of Oro~ 1ue ., "{l. 

proooplus , 72 tH10 t\.lit':I1), of Bremf.m73 (Jl"'G 011,\5('1. much lal1H~ 

f requent ly, while 1:10tfI''!I1('tu ' s eourOGS tor thsL'u:ill PI 

Sf. .,Ft8nolJi7l~ ere ul a c t Ctt!ld valu.il:),ble . 

The uee of eecond~ry a01.U'CeHl, i s aj .. eo f mmd necessary 

1:n wrtt1ne t ote volume., and. of t h eoe. t wo volumes in 

105, 

" 

,,- J1 : ', 

~fuit+!t,Qn J:tng the . -a!~e 0' ~G&.t9rn C\~lt"lrth pp . '78 , 
1~? , 2>" 

66 !pi~ . $ p . l 21.. 

67 n~ lQ" ., P~h 12.5 & 138 .. 

a!ql~ . ,. pp . 9$1 . 1<')5" 107 , 110 ... 113 . 

69 U;> l.S,.,> 

70 Jip1d ., 

..,. ', h rm . J , ... v , ;;.:: • 

p . ' 4'O~ . 

? l lb l d .. , p . 70 . 

72 ;:b1d .. , fh 69 . 

7"'" , :; J;lJ 1a • ,. '-p . 98':"99,. 

~'4 Xol <J . , p ., ' ~13 • 

•• d_,_ " ."-'; ", 
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T}Z;l rttc u l (H" f, re pr 6' i Ged by Da-WI1 O!l . '1lhey !'I re Den ifle: ' s 

I.e, d e sole, t1orL~~, efl1- B €~1 1 ruon~ s ;ter!iH; st honltnux en ' r .ranc e 75 

and naehdaU ' s Med i eva l Unive l"l~l t tes . 76 
........- , : '"!" 

:4!1.fJ,Y of t he: s ources men t iol'lI:;d abov e £"1"(1 u lso cited 

in D~wson ' E; ~e(j teval ;:;ss2ye . To repetl t t h em £ tthiH point 

t"::Juld be reClund aot,bnt Cel"t,~, in of t he roi'G l"€rJC6IJ in this 

v olume 511 ou 10 be n oted since they e re either ou t ot f.tJd tog 

\,l r itln ts or tn[, tel'j.g l whteh reve·nl s anot her aspect of tho 

aut hor ' s think ln E 'I<"h ich haa not h eel' noted p :t'eviously . 

The first of auch sources 1e ,st . 'l'homns Aquinas ' s 

fJurrHn~ , Th€ 01 oP.,1Ct1,&11d Jdumma CQntra 961ft Ueq . 77 ftet ererlceS 

to the e.e 1,101"1rs h ow®ver· ere sp8l"se . It1 addHion to r€va-aling 

.Dl'.iwsou ' 8 OOe D 1z,e.nce ot ph1l0Gophy j 1'(e§iev8' l Z r'j!?F.I :!13 also 

menifest & his inte:t'G,$ t io t he d evelopment of eciel1ee :tn 

the laddie !\g es . ThJ.1il n.~t of 1"or l{ fi, lnclude m ,s,9.X' t on ' S 

.:::.In:.:.·.::.t ..... X',.;:;Od;:;:..:;;lLl,~c.=;t,iqn t o . tp.e History of ~ot §nCrQ , 78 Pl a to ot 'r ivoli' 6 

De }'iotu ,StellEl};:,urn J 79 a nd Adal.ard of B~ th 1 8 ~ uf,? f.l t1. on ea t~~ &~r9.1u80 
a.mong otue't's . 'there illJ a l s () a, fl;:truil1arl1~y w:1. t h Mcsl.el1l 

~--~~--~~~----~----~--~-----

75Re1if;'t 1on lSlJJc1 t h¥'9!\iee of ',{o,<:>ternCulture.) p . 1.98 • .-.-___ _ _ i _ . .. . _ 

76 Ib ' d 7 ~ 18"7 . 1 .• ' J' un . 0t. " • -- -~ 

T£ Ch r1etopher Da\o(e on. Med .1E'%Y5!l ies8.y@ (Ge rdan City, 
New );:'01"1(; 1.::oaee :i3 ook's , Doubled ay &: Co., 1959) . PP . 91 ,. 
1.35 , 142 . 

78 Tb , ,!I 112 ... ~q ., p . .. . • 
~>o . 

;; It i d ., p • 127 .. 
BO . 

Ibid ., p " 129 . 

'.<'" . 
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and Spa.n iah lit(n"a ture t n t hin volume as is evid enced in 

re:fel'elnc e s to t he R1PI'!I of t he 1)ov~ by Ibn Hazm, 81 

Hhtoria de 1& L1te r 61 turtt A1"~,p lg o ,"'- ESDan olry b y A. Gonz;l lh 
") 

1··[illen e1a. <:; and L I JhsJ2ii!gne NUB Il.l1Dane a u 8e steele by Levi - -

Prov enc a l. 83 Flnully 1 t t1ts volu..rne elabora.t en on Christian 

ep l .:;s nec G6s ita ting r ep ea ted l"'~feret1ce s t o ep lc~, ID e:m t,lon e<l 

a.boV6'~4 a nd others a uch as the ijlldgbrqt1Q.phud8S EXod 

La, Chagtan d e W 1.111arne ~ 8.6 

'l'hus f e, f' Da\,lson i ssouX'ce s have dea lt mainly with 

ma teria ls f r om Western Civil izat ion bdot'e the modern 

p eriod of history . The s vuroe s in Ex- 0Eres$! ond Rj 2.!£<.iog 

d emand sepal"'nte con sider a ti on due t o t he them e a nd orgl'lnl.-

zl1 t i on follmled by t he a uthor . Here. he i s t r ;> cing en€;' 

pa.rticula r i d ea thr ough lj ,.,'-ter n hhlt ory roM its r efl.ection 

i n va r ious ( ... leas of kn o'fl l edE <h '!h a t id e a i£3 -proErass e 

Ye t h e i s e l s o concerned with the growth of world 

reliEl on e e.nd t h e rel Ation of relig ion an d cu.l ture1rt 

a1 MeC11e.va l EssaIlb p . 114 . 

82 rb1d ., p . 117 . 

83:n~1d ., p . 108 if . 

4s ee p . 27 ot the, ab ove . 

85f.1ed1e,{e. l E$9.§l~ ' p . 151 

86 10 1d . , pp . 177 , 180 • 
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v~rl ou G tccietleo. 

,1 1th ouch :lO '"lmb ltl un , it j El not :,~I I"::n'18b~ th r t O'l,:"tny 

lit (Jr-,"~ t'J , phH0'10,)htcOll , and theoloc1cCll v;r1till(t::: ~l \:: 

l'l u.nbGrfi'id <)m cne: h1~ :::Ource8 . SQ!11~ '"Jf ' 1"1 , to ' !J87 end 

BO Ar:t~ tQtle ' i} worko" f'_T'$ oit cc1 " t S f~ 
89 (} t h:'1f)1? Jf !l€SOiii . 

E'ur-tp 1d e s , 90 HiSI'flclitU.;;) ,91 Hnd :::mtJedoc los . 92 'the i'l OilJa11 

9~ 
-t'it'E);"s :~-1in"'CUs t.urc11tto , Sl9no'C~i , nod Plottnu!J J 'J.nl (? leo 

U ~t.~ Ml OOIlt'oes ~; lth ')t:llh. H 1 th [luC'h lues f1'(J(! UfH1CY th;:--.n 

t he Gr <:ok p.uthcr~ . l'hQn: p re also cHn't1 OtlfJ 0 

n oti'ble Gh1"' l s tlo.fl wt'1t~r (!, such '~g St . ·\U€uatit'le, 

Ct . rr~nF.l€U6 l! aDd ;'Jt f OraS(.lr1 NY I!HHJn . 94 

,r-a ll ot :revtr1'Oted t o ~{e Gtel"n • .... rlteJt'fJ . 'l'iHI1's r'l" t: a 

h Ott] fJv e I'. 

o onoiderc't11'G nl.l.~llb<~r of c1.t ::, t1ons f r- ell inece .nnd !nd1r:an 

t haoloe 1cgl \>lrainE E: of wb.tch t ho most out ~t ~Jnd inf! e:i"e 

-----------------------------
frlOhr'htophe!t' n'1"J1'tHm " 

Oity J 1:I(3\', York ~ Im"'ftl Jjod.\t 
pp . 10:>, 115- 116 . 

G'iTh 1d . ~ T,lP <! l17 ... 118 . 

891b t~ . , p ~ 104 . 

9c.. .£~d . 1 
~l · .. . .10 t!. . II - 105 . 

~2lQUt. , p . 121 . il;mpedoeli.3tl nrtd HI.?!"f3'QlttU ll nl0t\8 
Hith Xen ophonea and Ptn:'n!on1d eg fa'e ft l eo n ot ed tTi Anq\l t ri'"if! 
}.n to Ii e 1 if 'i on Tl ~d C u 1 t,Ul:"'~li rIO ll~::? 

j •. : .. ~ ' . 
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the Eil< 11(1<1895 (~nd B,l"lhad - or en;fQko, Vp~H"l1s1~f:.e196 of Indin 

and t he Book of Hit Eis of OhLna .9 7 

In t he ot,hel:" me.in d lvi s ion of £:rQP: r{;lss atld Re lipl0n. 

which tX'aCeS thE:' Weu of progre.ss in Europeon 11htory 

,.;Jid ve ri. c ue b r a nchs E v1' 1m 0\\'1 edt: El. . , D8~J S()n !'€fci:'s t c many 

of t h e mos t inf1uentle.l wr ite r s of Suropecn his tory . 

08 99 .t,mcnr.: t h em l~r 6 t he Fren ch au t hors Vol t.a.l!'~ , -' Cona oreet, " 

-' " 100 101 d' L ' 1 102 rrou.dhon , ' Peeuy , an e P ay . .Pi much grf!,;u,ts ' 

us e 1s mad e, h01~€V~ rf of Germon writings . The mOI' e 

~--~"--~---, 

' ''?"rop:ress an4 R611r:ioo , p . l08 . 
" , 

96 Ib1d . , pp .. 106- 107 . 

9'tlb,!Q. . , p . 101. Notl, - \>Te stern 'v-f!',1.tlnfs are used "l ith 
even n:OI" G frequen cy 1n Dnw-son t s Relil!1 o:p, and CU1'tUl· S'l. 
The moet outs t and ing ofthe ee' n.re tht;, An e. l ect e, of CopiuSGlus, 
t he R1r Ve!la , ond the O'12 fl!li§.hs d g . .Sce. Chr1.ntoph er J)e.ws On •. · 
Rt'Jl l g 1on _I'lnq Culture , pp . 93 ff . Th i s s ame trea tise a lso 
includ es a variety of ot her '.vY'itine:s by psycholoe- ist s .s 
p oets , ph ilopophers and. ab OVE! a ll sOO l o1oEi s t,s of \-rhioh.. 
Ruth Bened 1ct ' s Fa tterns .of Culture 1s the: :nost outstandt1'lS . 
·$e e Fi ellp l on_ at}d Culture,,. pp . 5 . 19 , 25 , 30 ~ 110 , 3.91 , 213 . 

G8 
Propr'G sp 2nQ . Relifr.. 10n , p . 18 . For further references 

t o Vol t a ire, s ee ];nquirtas. in.-to Reliftion and Oulture , pp . ll~8-
149. . ' . . , . 

99p r,OF re.ss $:n<1 Re;.U f;!:l. Qn. p . 20 . 

l OV I'· A A . 2 1 ~. , p . • 

10 1 T'l. 1..:l • 1" Q I-.d) v '" bi . () .... 1- . - "- . 
lO?Ib '1d . , '1)0 30 . A fin a l F.rerlch writer u ?l ed by the 

auth or in $!lc uirles i nt o lleltf.iooeno Culture' \'lho s.~t)uld 
be menti oned s inc e \1'wny Of his ideas a :t'ena oa. by DaHS o.n 
1s Lucien Rom1er . Rom i er \lUIS lntere;:·t ed in the d evelopment 
of a. mass civ llizat10n a round v~l ri.ous ec onomi c sy ,stems 
and h1s l'lho W111 ~. El Maat,er; J;:Ul" 0 '0 e· or Amgr1CiA', is used 
in t he-Enquir i es - £lee ,Enoulries in.to Relig ion' a:nd Cult.\U",jh 
PI" 4- 6 . . ' . 

. . '~-'., . , . 



"'1 ~: 

out :> t QrJd w C 1n th1fl c. ls:?~ tf ic ~ t 1ou A N) Hcr ell> lO) £i'1.chte ,104 

105 106 LOi(c 11'X€" t Sp1n£ l el' , en In.etzache ~ 107 F1m'l. lJ.y ~ t h e 

r;nf. l iPh ';:rit l? r a p.€:rt i'p..od Hue eH;11.108 Herb ert "'!!)oncol." ,109 

.nd Jultl' ~ Hu:deyllO t<!"€ notewort hy o Ottr'c e r • 

this :nlt.'eretlco t o rnc.(!n"n wr1 te !' ~~ if' (If c wil'i"' ~e l~ e'P Gn\ed 

'in fl Dothe r '.lO:r'1C ; t he ~~.oVtlnl.\'t~ 't,....£!...::orle. ~~ eycl\)t1(;n . Of 0.11 

f D:}lj~C!'1 f f' >.rorke , b.l~ vclu:nu h ~" ro t.he ler'f" t '!H1 m1- ~ 1'" () 

i.?our·c e :'1 ~ f or t r.r.;te ~ r'e on J.Y Gig.htenn aour-ceSl mentl on ct'i. 

12q· t of t hen€ n r(!' ;.Jcoond~l ry ' .... c'l.'ka 'Which dl(lcu ~!.' t h e effect s 

(If t l ~ ft t <2 rn C1.vlllzr. t lcn especia lly Oh:ri " t l&n lty in tho 

Ne" :r nd :r'flt l ' 
.~ ., 11 
,i~'!:4 8t • .J.. ~ tlowever . <. f e'1 Pl:' tm« ry s OJ;];'O as 

\;h1ch pre ;;ort hl 01 o0li:cl"l 1 notll!e ere 

!::!Jd T. s • ~1 1 ot t £ 
~ ______ ....... _ - . . - .... '-"\O' _ _ -.-..;,....._~ _ ___________ ___ ~_...,. __ __ 

l03 r X'OF%'.gt."fLltod ~~;U"d.m) pp . :;0. 32 , 1~4 . 
~ Al.. . 
~,. , p . )0 . 

10 . 159 • J I b t d .• , p . ......... -
106 !'bi d ., PI> . 3:3 tf .. 

l(J7 .I,!"J t!1. '", p • 1 r{ , 196 .. 

l eU!!: 1~1 . t ~J . 2 ...., e. 

l(.~l;?l§ .• ; p .. 64 . 

110 Ibl a • • p . 76 , 190 . - . 
lllC hl"1 n t o ph or i)a ViS on , ",.\11::;;O~::w.::i:iU.:~:;;":"'''''!':'~~~~~~~:w:. 

{lleH :t or}c: .~hel~d DC a ;"!ard f 1959 ; pp . (0 , '75 , 
t.hel.'ls r cf e:rcn0<3 3, Lf: tolu'otte ' e fi1 s t orx oi , the 
£f Chriet l t' ot ty t s. fQu;od the moa t hel pful . 

112~OVfltr;(H1. t ot World ~qyolt\t ton, p. 135 . 

;''' ~ " . 



38 ,( 

'J.'his paucity of fQotnot t)13 is not repen ted tn the 

u ulthoupeh tiley Gre ~ t ill 

not so numerous £tS those in D!:I!son ' e ovrller \!Orks . ll1~ 

,2a:l r'ticula r r eliance on Nichola s l3e r dY8.€v! G tr.l.B Vrt)< inq 

Qf HU8s i an d l>...axirn G 1 t S f r~lEments ! ro{p 

16 a cl-rno'fJ1edeed by the author for il ls vle'Yls on 

Hunsie:n hist ory . lIS E.'Ven more prevalent " ho\t;ev e1", a re 

ref er-cnce ' a t Froderick Hegel ' . 

a,no t ho 
116 

"'hich a r e found 1l1um1not1ne: 

in unders t andln £" modern G-erman history . Ot h er German 

a uthors \"inc a re c ited in this conneotion 111 C1 l10 8 

'-l d ex li e.1n ; uehillar, an d $ohe1110£ . 117 
\ 

/.8 fe.rotH.a %' ns t he8e \1ritera ml ght ba they are f10t 

SO f BOll i~r e..e the a uthor ' s oources for h i a cil.'1pter on 

the NeVi iiorld . ,Of t hose listed I Alexin d e 'I'ocqueville ' e 

Democ~r~ cy in t'}mat'ic a l18 ,s t and s out a,s does Thomas Pa ine t s 

Common ~~ ehoe apd E.lp;ll.t s oL i!lalh l 19 Thomas ·Jefferson "s 

11~ ., 
./NoV' l3·ment of Horld Rev olut iop, p . 13:J'. 

~ ' 4 . -
.l.~ c . :Jaws on , Undej;"~ t 8 Qd trw 'Suf OiJ_e {New York, Imago 

"'ooks ,. Doub leda y and Company , 1960 . 

1] 5 
. Ib:1,g . , 9P" 8/1- f f . 

116101d, . , 

117 Ibid .• , 

11S Ibld ,. , 
,-----..,.. 

11 9 ro i d • , -

m . 75 if . 

p . i So . 

pp . 167-168 . 

pp . 156 ff . 

h ... ··· -
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, .... , 

.etters , ..L. '::: v an d Herman blelville t 8 Cla reJ" end .-fh ite J e cket.l21 

'J:lhe iiOrks by Ha l ville 11re cited by Daw son to 8upporthls 

belief t hat the n ttltude of Americ a. moved !:II-'om one of 

cptiml sr.a to d e epa 11" . 

The 80u]:"ce s ll s ed 1'n t h is cha,p ter on t he New lttorld 

1:'e hO douut f aro l11 <"l r t o many Ilmer1cen resds r s . ',this is 

p robab ly not the Of.! se in r eed 1nlT the' §plrit Qf the 0Aford 

Movement . F rom t he fJ t~nd :p o lnt of the numbe r' of reter'enaes , 

it i s the most henv Uy foot noted of all of Dawoon ' s 1d Or!ta . 

Hoat of t hese ere t aJ.;;:en f r Clm t h e sermons , essays, (J.,,'Y1d p oems 

1?2 
of Ci'l rd 1ne l John I-hmry NeVHIJf'! n . -- Inaeed the m'tt ing s of 

Newman are s o numerous t hrl t t his v olume could b e a monograph 

on t he Co r.d ina- l . 

,floc onon sourc e lso a tte s t t o the p r on: 1.n o,nce f.'.cc ordeo 

Newman 1n t his YJor'k es 113 evidenced by ref ercmCG to 

F . L ., Cr.oss ' s Johp Henry N§wln8n 1 23 ana WilHam :lard t a 

Life of N'ewm::m ,. 124 However:. the ma jority of c ita ti ons. 

a re fr om p rima ry SCU:rC 6 6 '. T,. r,zoz1ey' s Reminl sc encq§ of 

-----------------------------~--------------

'°1 
J. {_ l~,ld ., p '. 163 . 

".p ' lC l. 

1 2<', l b 10 ., p o' 42 0, ' -

"'. 

P" 157. 

,. _ ,..., 'l"A l'ylo! 9 ff ° .!en19nt 

j, .. ~ • 
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,Qrlel. Col leg e f,!,nd t h e Oxf or d l1overn ent, and J ohn Keble "s 
. ; " ". '.' . 

j(n~mOD § Acaaem 10.13.1 and 009,9.810n o.1125 (are cited often 

IS a re R. \1 . Ch uroh t sthe Oxt O;Rd Movement, 126 Isaac W1ll l am ' s 
. - . . 

Autobl0gr aPhl127 ,and above a l l Hur.re,l l Froude' s Reml;'l. tna• 128 

The f1n a l work; by De,ws en t o' b e oonsidered here, the' 

DYl1amlqs . of .1tforl d History, 19 a mar ked contras t t o t h e 

.sp irit of t h e O~foN Movement, sinee t h e Dynam ics i s a 

c olleoti on of es says whtch ft rs t appea red eepara te ly tn 

a va riety of periodica l s . Oons'equentlYt it does nct hav e 

t h e degree of un tty evidenced in the previ ous works 

Which have b een considered . Un i t y is achieved by div1din g 

t h e book into t wo pa rta . The firs t of t h e s e t wo genera l 

divi s i ons 15 c onoerned with soolo10EY and it s releve.,nce 

to h istcry , ~lh lle' t he s ecOnd r epresent s Da'tlson ' s views 

on met n·h lstory j as \,/e11 a s hi s c r itic l am of sOlDe n ot able 

llle t~-h 1storlans ., !Sources tor t h e firs t pa rt a r e apbl rse 

cons i dering t h e s i ze of t he v olume and wit,h t h e excepti on 

of 1ft-adaric t.e Pl ay t h e a ut hor s cited a re r a r ely us ed 
129 

m ore than one e • 

~,~, ------~------.-~----~~------,-----" 

125.splr.1tot th.a Oxford J.lovemep\-. pp _ 17 f f . 

126 Ib1d q pp ., 19, 22 , 72 ff . 

~7 '. , ,.' .' Ibid ., pp. 21, 62 , 70 , 103. 

128~ ... pp .. 25 ff .• 

1290hrls topher Dews on .• D , 
-ed . John J .. Mulloy (Ns \</: York=';~~~~=::-:~~~*"'"~t.l.. 7~ 9 . 
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However. the elSe Qnd pal"'t h LleJ oQn e1oel':'oble tJ 'umber 

of reterenoea ~hieha'h.ou~d be rn')ted 1:n ord ~l" to Q.ompll3te 

the vlew. OflilOUrGH3 e ' used. by P(~'I'Hi mrh.130 Ol"e{flO.st .nmOllS 

thilHH~ are· Oard ina l John Hanr y lhfWI}!\!O t s :P~ tOtltUal S~m911R 

liiud his iUlUOI.1§ on §ttbjgo:'bs (ltth@ pay" 131 s t . l\u1{Uattlle * s 

oontEt'9§10ne ,l ,2and abovE; a ll h ie CUi{ of . ~$i . 133 Bo,th 

of t h es e author o. ~i:r" f Q·u.t'1d partleulftr l yval ut1ble. 111 support-tog 

Da.wsQll t a view of h i story _ lrtoe.lly •. t:n re,ao1ng t he s eo ood 

'pp-rt of the iQ,¥Wlf1l1q, one will :f1nd refel'erHHJ0 t o works 

ot Ka.rl Ma r'x _ ... . Q!:tfl tiSl Q6tnl,.134 salle i'd G1b'Pon ... - !l ti#91t96 

~nd . F~11 or the. BO@?Jl S:tm~ l£t:t 135 Am .old toyrlb{J~ ..... s,tqgy 

Qt)U &ton. Ch:nIFuld Spetl!! lG:l' .... ~~slLn;fI· Qtt.ll, wq:tit, 131 

and H .. G. tiells ..... q,ytA:tnt; cl ~ In.*i3i.0rl ~ 138 S!l ob of tJ.'\eee 

a ut h or ' s l ftl t.b.e euhjeo,t 'Ot it or1t l eal ·e ~ s a.y b:; Dl1wg·on .. 

Thetcre€o1n~ I.i!,r~ t he more 1illportant sou:t'Gea l19 00 

l.30!miro,~Q~t 2t' ¥ior:ld j;ll§tsr; . pp. 259- 00.j 19"1 . 321 . 

131 ;.. a . . .... l!:U ~'l ':l\ ~ .. . ~ 'PP - io:;;j;.) ,. "; ' .J . 

132 12.113 ., 'PP . ,09 ff . 

l:;'.bld •• pp~ 245 ft . 

1:;t} :&R 1<1,. f pp. 359 tt ·. 

l 351Pt >1 . t pp .• 329 :£t . 

1,6 . , ~. , pp . 390 it . 

131 l b id,. , Pl> . 3'76 ft ... 

138!bW . ,~ pp . 366 tf'. 

.... :. \ . ~ .. . : 
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by t h e author. From them aneean see tila.tthe Middle A~t~ 8 

a.nd eampo rat1ve oultures a re h is t orte; although, he 

exemplifies a. d eep unders t anding of modern Europ~,o 

hht.ory iosofa r a s its c ontaGt \i 1.th other cultures 18 

concemed . '1'he re:ma 1.11ingl3e:ction .s of t his t h e'ais will 

d ea l more thoroughly \1 1th the aut hor in q lle s tion . 

. . ' ~ -.. . ; .. : .... :: . 
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STYLE 

O:r.1U.o~ of O!l.waon ' e wrr1tlne6 d 'o not dev'ote any 

const.1 erable spaO!1J t o an an a-lyo!!! 01 hie etyle . Fot' 

,( 

the Cllon t p!'/lrt, t hcyo.re <.HJt'ioertl\\ld w1th sllowlnf t.hG ,G1el"1te 

ond 6efeots in his h1.stol'lc ~~l~nqu.lrl~ lh 'l'hle d oes not 

mean hOi-lcyer t,n~) t t her !) Etf'a uot, crltles 1'tbo comate.nt on 

h 1s stYl~h l?ase lnr,r t'~:f erG·tluee JU"O mad e to t his a.a!HI,ct 

of t he hhicr1an ' l'.I wr1t1nes but th(31~G' 1$ 011 l y atl(; (HJ t ho;r 

\'mo eoalysoathe t op l0 to o."ny appreoif.blG d e€l'EHh That 

uthor 10 Dan Iel , ., · Connor. . ·s .v. It is from t h 1s 

-,f"'l'!!, tha t the f'ollowinF ' 1.6 qllot~d $..s n, ooru;.aon €!"ound for 

tclO extensivilt dl,scu~~lon of naWDotl ' 8 et.11e ot 'Wr1Ung~ 

s: for Dawson ' s style. , t wo polnt a oRll tor 
specia l cOl:ls1der-.r ttoo . Fix-s t. hi.s all pervad1nrr 
I.lndernt otel!lOflt . We rl eV(i I ' find h im vlolently 
g,dvocntln8 Any t h1rS, t:;!" $t!H}t1H)r1n~ an $.d veraary 
und er I'), torrent of r hetoric .. Hia l)lmost o11nic(ll 
d eto.G\h:nont 1:Jl'Ompt~d Aldous Hu,xle~ to chg r.~eter13Ef 
him as an i'l1ntell6'o tu.al 8scet10 . .. 

Seoondl.y ,. there 1s h is extrf.ord lnnry c o,pee.1:ty 
for ccrnpreesion . Uti-ween i s ,P rimarily a eynthes1at . 
6lUd t he reoultnn t genorfl,11ty that, lnfo1"me Ll 11. h is 
\-/or1:ts makes it 'f/i,u"y easy to %'end h im \1ithout 
a.ppr$o1atior tJi.S f ul l 1!!!port'lf wnnt he na£ t o say . 
rrlilC:tloa.lly e\l.'ary ,P61e:e oonta lns , 11'1 a (i.cc'6,pt1v(3' 
unootruslvelletUnSt aom~ br1l11an 1rHlil!!ht or 
pre8nllU'lt l.tl ee . 

. ::'l . V., Rela 'tlon Between 
1 ; Llbralrle Salnt ... Vla te ur" 
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On close sx~m lnat 1on, t h e pre sent ",r1"1 t el" i sprotOpt od 

t o c onts fi t t h e fi r s t p -01.nt ma d e by Fa ther O' Connor , 

tJut to re- enforc o the sec ond '. Rega :rd. 1ne: t h e second . 

it i s trueth Bt the s~cc1notn e88 i s the most ou t s t nnd ing 

end c on s t a n t asp ec t of ,DI'H'lS On ' s. s t y le . The f ollow.1ne: 

par.:.sae e from t ho .f>it.i l~ ine of Eur ope 1s on e of f.!ltmy which 

coul d b e c i t ed t o suppor t t hiA conc lusion : 

Th e s 1xt h cen tur'Y a~n\r t he c oover s i on of t he 
Mon ophy e 1te s from a. p~l,rty into an. orgal'l1.2,ed Churoh 
and t h e d evel opmen t of Morlophy s lte: monaetlc i sro a rid 
litera ture . It wa s t h e clas s ica l ag e of Monophys1te 
cuI ture -- t he Q,E. e: of t he Fa t hers a.nd Doctor·til of 
the ~lon ophyslte Chu.r cn... Two of t he s r ea te s t of 
.t h.o e e -- Seve r-us of. An ti och and J·ul1an· of 
Hallctll"DaSaUS -- were Greeks from As i ,a Min or . bu.t 
the ma jor ity -- Phl10xeYJue of Mobug , J cun es of 
Sarug, and the hi r torinn , JOhn of As 1a .• wrote in 
~yrlac. wh il6 t he gre.9. t physi c i an end schol a r , Berg lu s 
·of Re s cha tnla , used M.e mastery of tJoth ,languag es 
in order t o trrm s l ote Ariutotle MJd Go len into 
the verna oula r . Thus t h e found a ti ons werE! l a id 
of t h e g r ea t wor k of tr61nslll itt1:n l3 Greelr sc ience 
to t h e orhnta l world , which had s o f Rr - rea chlng 
e.n influence on t h e history of medieva l t hought . 2 

Furth er, t h is passage 1nd lontes h i s a r ti s try in elucidat1:n e: 

f a c t us l dat a and manife etlng the s l~n1flcan ce of historica l 

events . For exemp la, n ot on l y d oes he in one p8 r agr ('lph 

int orm t,he reader of t h e oe f acta oonee.mine: Sere- ius of 

Re8cha. 1oa ~ (1) He lived 10 t h e s h , th centu.ry ; (2 ) He wa s 

a p roduct oftha 018,ss 1cal a.g e of th~ Mon ophya 1 te 'dhuroh; 

.---------~ 

20 • Dawson, Makins of Europe, p . 125 . 
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0) Ue Wli e B grGn t physic i nn t:knd I'!.ch o l ao r; nnd (4 ) He was 

master of both Greek llnd Syr1,an.,. bl:1t he !-'IS ""ell enl:ts tanB 

~ege t r- ota w1th t he et a ternen t t hat Sere1ue used his 

18JJ Eutlee skUla to trliP sl~te tl r'1 et otle a nd Galen from thell~ 

o1''te: 1081 Gre:e·k to t h e venHlcll1nr . Pt!wscn ' fl r eed er 1a tole!. 

t h a t once Serglus h.a [l performed thts t o-ok '\ ri s totle ' eJ 

v/r :ttloflS 'd111 ba tX'nnomittad t o t ho orient £l vlorl d and 
, 

t ha t t his traOGfi1 1aslon \-t111 h5l v$ a pr ot'ouIld ~ffeot on t h e 

h '- tl tory ot rued '1e'lta l thQueht . Here is an outat Htld 1ne:: example 

of t he y rGf.n:lO t 1d afH:l prG!!:en ted in D~weon t s writ tngs . 

How nrof Qund' wUI 't;l'l.$ etf~·ct of {'. r1stotle ' s- trfHlem i s:r 1. on 

t o the or1.enttll wvrl d be on tho roed i~va l ne e'!: 'fh~~ nt·udent 

of ~t. . (rhOrt}l) ~ t,qu1nna- 111.11 'I-1 1~11!jut he o'1U,tl .on st." ta 1'.116\.t 

this t h tnker ('1' th.e mecHttvul '1o;rld dod ic (:).t ~d. $ uDtfH"Iortb y 

port ion of his \!(r1.t1tl C! t o the refu t ntl o!'l 01' erro:t"s wtl ich 

had lnculc r t!:o t nelmile lvt;$ lnt,Q the t h ought of '\r1etotle 

- i'J 'the result Qf th15 .tr;1u'lsmiss l on t o the cr'1ental n'orld . 3 

This (ar tls try ofel ucldot:1ne iactua l ,b.t "" i s €llhonced 

by h ts ilb i li ty 'to 8naly~e o,nd 9f'ovio-a ll1 Si eht e into tb.'e 

lu ter Betton of cultur es Rnd ldeolop ies $S 18 ~v 1.a etlced. 

in t il ls f)8 sst:p e: 

~ ~----~- ,-- .... ~~~.~-,- .. -----.--.....----
'; see, Thome:p. ]i:qutnns, De . tgl.t!- a ~i...,1nte1l~otll,a c ontm 

ljverrol a t f\...§. J ea . by r.~o :''1 _'. Kee l e!' , ~J . J . (Rome ;· Oretor1e.n 
tsnlver e lty " 1946) . A.l €() 'l'~lO!,'Q li>. S Aquinas Po !;)p1mn, and 
J~G "l21rH i uo U bia crea ty,rlg o 

~ "~'~ . . 
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Thu s we' ha v e ti'/ O d12t l nct 0 901 06 103 1 coroplex 6s ,. 
\l e s tern Democr n.cy and Er's t.ern Sov i e t Communism, 
\lhlch t hrea t en t o divide t he 1'1 01"10 Let'''een t h em. 
Bot h of t h em ~ l"e Bure earl , and ev en \'/ e ~ tern European 
in or1€= ln , but neither of t h em hes its oentre 1n 
Europ e ; one is EuX'es ian and t he ot.he r is ~'uramel'ican . 
Bot h of t hem a re sec u~a r ide olog ies as c ontr~u:1ted 
with the rel~1 ous i d eolof;i h s on wh i cn t he f oul' 
~:m c lent \-Ior1d c i villze.tl cns v:ere bae ed . Yet n&lther 
of t h em is entirely s ecula r ; We stern Dem ocr6tcy 1.6 
tend ing more and more t o l"'eS<9.r'd its elf as t h e a l ly 
md prot ec t or of r eB,r ioo ; whil e SOvle t Comm un is!l:! t 
ioap1 t e of' Hs !avowed ly e.n t1- r el1 g i ouB chl.1 l"p. ctEJI', 
has (.I. l v/aY$ owed muoh of ita ,sucoess t o i t s q l.las l ­
r elig i ous appea l. Th i s 1s &sp a c1a lly t r ue in A,s i u , 
Wh ere Communi sm 8101'001:'8 'tn t h e l3" u~.s e of a n e\'l' 
r e11g 1.ous Oi~ SOC18.1 way of sB lvn t 1. on which p r omi ses 

.I 

to l i bera t e men from oppr e ss '1on and. suf fering " on 
cond1t1 0l:} l ihl.l t t hey llCoep t i ts au t h ortty ~nd dhClTJ~1n $ 
by an a c t of tm cond 1ttont\1 surrender 1.md Obedience . 

In additi on t o t he f o!'egolnE, Da'd s on C"D a lsO c onvey an 

Bpp rec i a t ion of t hs va lue of 'tif"tte:rs with whom h.e does 

not tully er e- r ee . It would be a 1t n .c u.l t t o nome an a uthor 

who woul d b e anymore. d1ametrlc a lly op posed t o Daws on . s 

t houeht t h an. Fr i edri ch :tH.et z sche . Yet 1n t he fo l lo1<1 1ng 

an a l ysi s of lUetzeche" he pOint s out h i e s t r en e: t h Rod 

e:en iua : 

',iha tever his "1 € ar-~e Bl3 Fr1ed l" i oh Ni e t zsche wa s 
ne i t he l" :,l. t i me- s erve r nor a (3 Oti 3 r"d . Ha o t l east 

t ood for t he Guprema c:t ot spiri t, 1;lheo s o m ~1ny 
of t hos e whos Ei of1'1ce it was t o d efond i t h ad 
f a.llen asl eep or hnd g ene OVGr t o t h e enemy . He 
r ema ined f a ithfu l t o the .old i d ea l s of t he Rena ia sa:oce 
c ult ur~ ) the id ea l s, of c lt'es,tlve g en ius a nd of t h e 

-~--.-,-------

4Chi atoPhe':r DCl\180n , l{ovement of ~i ol~ ld Rev pluti on 
(New Yor ln Shead &: ila rd , 1959), pp . 85-8eJ . 
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s a.I f - a ffirma ti on of the free persona lity , a nd he 
r evol tea a~ 13 1n st th~ bla sphemlEH: of D O 813 e whlch 
d e e r nd ed the personality and d en ied the pOl.:1.?r :of .. the 
s p irlt in t he n ame of h u.ma l11ty a.nd l i berty . ::> 

However. t h e r il's t volnt !l)&cl € 1'0 the pA S~3a€ e rj uoted 

.: 

fi t t he out se t of t his chapter on s ty le d e serve s more thorough 

tmalysis • Admit ted 1y Dawson does use under s t r" tement , ho'o( ev er , 

he does n ot u s e it exc l us ively . &ther he us us rhetoJ:"iea l 

de-vice s of· d iVers e tY P 6B and tor' ve ri ous r'eetS 0ns . Among 

them cer.ta inly balner t.'1e t ak ing of f orthright e.nd definite 

s t ands . 

One of t h e rhetorica l d evice·a Prote ss or Dav.,rson us es 

i s stmile . Ris use of this d evic e in ord er to c l a rify 

l d ea a whioh a re dif f icult to c omprehend i s l a ud ab le. An 

1n st.ancE' of is. simile .s o ueed may be f oun-d in h is a rticle. 

it Ohris t1e.nlty and Oontrad l.ct1on , " The a rticle beg ins with 

B.D ana lysiS of t he d1f'terent types ot res.son in an effort 

to da t.ermine .in wb1,ch c .!l te (! ory hi s t ory belongs . He 

concludes thnt his t or y belong s to neither of the t wo 

level s of r a tione,lay wh.ich he discu,s s es ; but i s in a r ea lm 

between 'them . He, then ma tnta inm th~! t it i s poselble only 

for p ure ep 1.rits to comp rehend the whole pr oce ss of history 

nd h umcn life . Th h ot t'l te he u p l o. ins with t he f ollmTin.g 

.......... .,"""''"''--"',--------------------
5Chris t opher Daws on .• Essa y s ° In _Ordsr (Ne;~ York : Sb.€ed 

& \'la ro , 1940 ) , p p . 158"- 159 . · . 

j .. : .. :,' -
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s imile : 

de should be like Iii '!'I1nl1 in c a l m wea t her \on a 
cle'nr trop ice l I t-e oon "'Iho con look down a nd s ea 
the l ower f or ma of lUo in the i r 1nf i 't'}1te vH}>iet y 
and t he 'Powers of evil like the ahorks t ha.t move 
s llentl y and pwerfuLi.y throUEh the clel'1 r wa ter~ 
and look up and s e e the ordered !;fj .9.r ch of the gt~ rs . 6 

i 

In 8:dd 1 t '1on t o draw ing simile s of a poetic na t ure, Dawe on 

will occas l on elly u s e vnrioua phys i ca l sc iences a s a 

basis for a s i mi le t o c la r i fy h i s v'i ews . I<'or example , 

in e,xpJ.e. ln in t:; the met hode of s oc iology and hi s t or y he 

compare.s thei r r e spec t ive methods t oti'/O phas es of b l o1 o[ t ea l 

stud,y :, 

I n ot h er wo,roo ; s oci ology dea l s wlth t h e 
s truotul."'e of soc1ety t , :::md histury wi t h ltsElv olu ... 
t ion , SO t,hat t hey a re r-e18 ted t o one another in the 
same WHy as [ enernl OTOl ogy is r el ·, ted to the s tudy' 
of or~anlc ev olution . 

:I or c ao h e b e cri t ic i z ed t 'or t he use of nnecderte . 

One ins t a no e of i t s U 8 ( : i s in his eSf\a.y on the ~'Chr1 stlao 

Vi e w of Hl story . 1\ Aft e r t!l8,1.nta i rl in &! t ha. t t he s l gnif 1cIlooe 

of hi s tory i s n ot t o be f ound in t h e his t ory of t he wor l d 

e tllD l r e s , but, r~ the r in, t he d eve l opment of t h e Chup<lh f ound ed 

by Ghr i s t, he ci t e s t h e ,R oms.n p rophet Herme s t o cla.r ify 

t h is v iew of .hl ,s tor y . 

The Roman pr ophe t Hermes 1n t h e s ee ond c entury 
A. D. d esc r 1bes the proc ess 1n t.he v is t on of t he 

60 • Dawson , 'Pyn am1Qe of 1fJ orl d f:Us tor x , p . 263 . 

7 I b 1d ., p . 20 . -

'., :~ : 
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'Hhito t ower 'tb.nt 'Wna heine built p-.ll:iun g the W(;t6r~ . 
by tene ct t houaandB of men who were br lne i.tl6 s tones 
drnee:ed from the deep eoe. or c ullected t rom th~ 
t 'llGl v€ mount r. in s 1ihich s.{mbo11ze t he d:tf'torent oa t). 

f t ho '.'ferld . SOl!)Q of th~HlQ s tooes \fel"'fj re j ected 
and some '(1£11'G cho ~Hm t~ o L a u.s e<! f or the' buUd inf ' 
,\net when he .i1l;lka ~lconcern:Lni! t he tim~ tlndwhethHl" 
thG end 1s ye,tt'! he i f! answered : t\Do JOU not eee; 
t hr.l. t t hG t owt)t' h ~ tnl In p l"Oce sa of buUdiUtP' 
~h~.n the bu U d lDS has b~Hnl ,{ l.tllal::l.I~d , the end comas .• 11 8 

~lac adralses1) l. e i n the .'i: l.1thor ' s e:; 113 d i eeuseed in 

t his p.;:;per t 13 his u se of terms b orro-.led from Fl.'sud l an 

1.)aychology t o c.xplc.in the em~r( ence of the new soc"oty ~ 

of '""estern Ghriatendom : 

St '1 tcd 1n t,ne tcrll.l:)ot E'reud l C\ o pS,1cholcEY , 
. \.thtl t oeaHl'rea \\lr'::: the trDt'H.~ lr v. en of !"611;d . on t'l'om 
. tho sphere of tho 1<1 t o ttu~ t ot the .su!Jer::' i.i',go . 
t he pnl~"ln rt~11L lon of ths ll orthet'll to:" 1"0 r i {1.11S 
wan a refll f oroe in s ociety .. but 1t waa n ot an 
itltel1eo t.ue1 f orce fl nd h E" r .H;r . f.. mora. l one in cur 
!3'3'nae of 'the 'iOl~d . It w!'\e l.Ln 1l'Hltlnotlv.e Gult uf 
n e. t ura l f oree s wh10h tHlrQ bl ind end C(!jnrDl , eeve 
1n so- t a r 8.6 \lm r 1teelt cr6 < tea e cet'ta 1n rU.d i ll:l6'ot.'H"'Y 
heroic ethon . 

ow \cd .. t.h tnal"0oep th)fJ of Chr t etifiu1 ty , <{'"he 
ol d (!"Cds ano th~lr r i tee were re J octed and rol>4n1-
f'eetpti on e of t he power of evil . Relte 10n "ms n O 
lont!o r gO instinctive h.omsl;' s t o t ho d " ,r.k un ~'iel"-
world of the Id . It beon .il G • canst 10\18 $Jld oOllt11'1ul\l1 
effort to conform hUOlJ1tl behnv1 oul'" t o 
the 1t'aqulremen t e of a n object ive mor e l l~w and an 
GC t of if.). 1 th 1n ,lOew 1 U e and 1n eubl ~mf' te{\ 
pn tterns of. sp1r1tua l perfect.lon •••• 

Qf course , it. ill.tiY be 3 15 10, t hnt 0.11 0' 1'1)'1111,1'.10013 
e ~uper-.E[o t3tructures and t b.e t it 1p. precisely 

h is which <H s tlneUishes clvl1tz[. t; ton fr oia b r.rba riam . 
But at the £l llllH~ t ime the l'G c . .re t.mpor t ant d U t '·erenc;es 

n the port ~,'h1ch re11gi on plays in t he pl"Cnesr.l •. 
In s ome ot}ss19 , ae i n Hlndu1Gtrl , the $h~trp 

· _ ___ ... · ____ ·-..._fO 

,~ ~39 } .. :' . Co .. 

) .. :' .. 
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brea ch wlt.h t he f orcel.? of t he Id \"ihtch vias cha r a cte r -
1s tic of trte convers i on of t h 'a IiJ e s t twe neve r tlJk ~n 
p l Ewa , and life 1s not c onc e.ived 8.S a 1'1:'OC6 .. 8 of 
mor a l eff ort a.nd dlae l IJlln e, put as a n express ion 
of c oe:n i c 11bido, as in the Dan ce of Siva . 

Gn the othe r n£lnd , in Buddh i sm ".e s e e il very 
highly developed Super- Ego . Bu t here t he Sup er- Ego 
1s all ied with t he d ea t h- l \llp ulse SO th:::: t mol'u llz8,tlon 
of U f e is a t t,ne sa me t ime a :r ~g re ssive prac e !'.! 
t hat culmina. tes 1n t he Nlrva na . 9 

nother l a udable aspect ot Da wson ' s s tyle 1.s h i e 

i 

quoting of poetry . This 18 done for t ,,, o r~Bson8 . The· 

fir s t 18 t o revea l the t r 13dlt1.ons or ld e Rls of a pa1"tlcula r 

group tn h istory . For example ,. t h e follow1ne ahow!J t h e 

optlr.nls tlc and exa lted view of .man and his future wh ich 

waB p r e.vels nt n:noo€C !IJ8.ny lead i06 thlnk €Jt'o of t he Rena issance: 

Glory to Hi m who knowB lmd CBn do all writes Campa -
u ella : . 

o my art ., g r 8.ndchl1d to t h e :F ri:na l ,n sdoaJ , gtVEl some ­
thing of his f a ir 1mne a \ .. hioh i e ca ll1Sd r·18 0 • 

Ii second (l ad, t he Firs t ' s own mira cle; he COlllGlftnds t h e 
d ep ths ; h e moun t s to Hea ven wlthout \Flnts and c ounts it s 
mot iono an d measure s 1"~ 8 nat ure s . 

'J:'ne wind a nd t h e, s ea he h~H3 mas te r.ed and t h e ea rth ly 
t:~~pe 1<l ith p oop ed s h ip h e encircles , o ot1 (! Ue r f;; and b ehold s , 
b a r t ·ere anti mak e s his 

He- se t s l aw8 l1ke- a God . In h is cra f t, h e h a:=; e- 1.ven 
to sHen t pa rchment B.nd t o pa.pe r the POvl € l" of spee.c h and 
to dis tlt1€uloh time h e g ive R t ongue t o b r ABo . 10 

The sec ond veas on for t h e h t s t or1a o · a use of poetry is to 

s umma rize pe,rt lc ula r view. For example , he quot e.s from 

·::IUnd ers t e.n d t op: Eur op e , pp . 23- 24 . 

lONoye;'!) en~ ",orldRGv olutiQrr. p . Ilv • 

. .. ~ j •. : .. :: . 
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Virg il . "'T<lnte :nolto G1"n t Rornvne.m cond ers t enteID , f1 n ot 

{only toetl~'EHHI 'the eff ort neCGA'HJ :t'y to f otma SOl!1an 0 1'111 --

11~ati oll , but (> 1 110 t o point ou t t h9 t equnll y lNmt effort 

i s n ecesee ry i n t he o;r'oation of e ny -c ompiH'eb lc. oiV'1l1za t1on .11 

It should lie not ed th.~l t DW.'i3rm qu.otes poetry \1 l"' t'£. t(-:;n ttl 

Oc r rorln , lta l iMl , fronoh , L~' t1n ana Gr eek . Tn Que '!'. 

1pf;'tr:nc ~ ~ , t hoy Cd"S Ilsur,11y trunelo teo in (\ f oot note . 12 

!'. t t1moB, hO\1EiVer,f n'~ tr~mel<!.t1t;..'n 1s ~.H'·l)v1d ed . 13 

(} n l)ova a some ;;If' the better usr; cc t l) of th~, a uthor ' a 

r;. t ,)' l e o •. owevcr, t o d e cc r·l 1J e h 1.m £l.!:l beine " c linica lly 

d ('!t l;',ch (~dn uiJul d ue 6 l"'l" OlleC US IM:J t / ollo'.d.ne l nd lc<? tas . 

In cr1ti,clz1ng \..ls'deld Upen.:::ler t c views on profrcse _ be 

st & Toe e. 

701" ha r r Spene:1EH:' e tl ch. c u l tur'€ 1s !' f1 :x €'d Oreo'ln lsm 
whioh ends in 1 t s e,lf a nd it 113 110 more poso.1b la 
t o believe t tu:;. t t he hellen 1<: cul t ure [,0<1 'thf' t .of 
mod ern Europe a re auoce.a slvG s teps "0 t he part of the 
J'rocre :s cf g U({;l.mit j' tJlntl i t Hould be t o sur/pose t h at 
t he pug and t he P O'Jl Elf'tH1 i&n ore ncoeasa ry s t r\S$g tn 
the up'ilc rd p r C£ I'C 06 of Dvl:.hOOd t o ~)~ l'feot1on.~ ~ 

--- -_._----------
1 

H'N:>. ..... ~.,. _at ~~ur(,)1ae. p . 28 . 

o.f Rqlit:!cn GnCl t h .e R~ s~ Qt . 

P J 380 . 

\" :~ :: . 

..... 



Thi$ terloency 1.:n OUr/son ' e st;; le 1s even more oOinted 

'\'iheo he deacrlbe~ mlw~l'd G1bbon n s ~ 

ti.1Un , n J1,ons1eur 
o e ::.nc1 !'liB pot 

5 

t~ts 90mawh~t absurd little 
omma de Terr(! . \· with h i.s PUS f 

06113. Wl,li> pOEHle~eed ~tld obsens 
s p 11' 1. t . of horae ' .I.:;> 

d by t h.e w-:: jl9st l0 

i'urthermore , i1 t ti)Jea the hi~t ora.an · s s t yle 

a.on l y zed here 1£1 v~ry emph ,!'! t:tc ,. deX1n1:te l y o!ldvQc otea 

point of ViEnf , .nnd rl stllothoel'a h1t~ OPPOOIS'f}t s und o.);' 

tvrr'ent 0.1 rnetor l o ,, 'l Jln G:'I..a::opl$ is t,llG f ol1o"td.llf! 

paesrlf;·e \-lhc·re he ae~rQhes f the reason why t he wea lth 

·of IDO tCl"la l en r~lJro'pet;;m cult.ural hht. ory h Oll e one 

1.Ul'U.,s ed ; 

No! The rea l dUi lculty thl~ t fl t e.ods in the 
',w.;: ~f t hese s t uo ie E; ~ s ~n ldt?olor, lca l or :.\",~ ir'l­
tUll l or:)(3 , lt1IJ,10h at:hct~the verY' h et}l' t of the' 
p roblem . l! Europe.!).n culttlre :1. a t,he <lxtcril ~l 
6xprcs s l cn of a d.rnutc ep1ritu!'l 1 process, 110\>1 
dO 'Hi cUl'Ee lV€L1 a t nnd. t rMf'rd It? +Ire \,z6 ~.'J'l"t of 

/ 

thnt IH"O<lG 8$ or oi acme <H.!:teren t process e lt.ogeth.er 'i' 
/"1;10 lt3 :I. t pon:; lble t o stud,.:;' the ,:!.(" tr1.tuAl 
pI'ocess of. WI3B'tE'iX'P QultuI'G 1t11til.QutttJklng s i d es 

na VI!?;' or the other-',16 . ... 

An other ;::-hetoricnl dGv1c ~ ,.hich D;!t,1Bon ei.lJ)loya for 

.?dd ltl ol"la l GOir·L!.ru? ls in t h G LUHl 1)1' tllef1-l:' $t ;)er~~on . 

,"' Dr e):oT!~i~le ! 

F lt1r; llJ th~., ttl.i:)"<,1 l,lvH1S i,;:tw t lle e.J~tel."n(- l 
tra oafcrmot1.on of orioo t fl l. eoo i ety by the spread !~e Gt 

~~~--~~~-~~~~~~~~~.~--~--~ .. ~~~----.----------.-----------

- r: 
l.:;)lli!:rulilliSlfl. of ''Iorld lIlstQr:{ ~ p . 33J . 

16V!J\;i.erct~,nd 1. 

.. ': ;. :. ::: . 
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fro;n Undet's t and lop ,St,u:· oog . He sp eakt~ of t he erroneous 

pr a otlc e ot etudy1ng pnrls of i:uro~el'm olllture Bnd 

t hGre bri nging about B l OBB of unity 1n yt udy . He 

c.n s~res his reader f or t h1s ; 

Th e time has come t o repa ir t h is :niat a\.{o 1. 6., 
t h.e i s ola ted s t. udy of EUI'Op e!Hl na ti on g . It WEi' 
de l ibere tel y p er"Petua t e tt, n011l t ha t \\' e }mow' ltl!ltt t 
i s 8.t s t ake: if we c on'sOi ously p ermi t t h e gu ldanoe 
of t he mod ern \'(orld t o paS5 f'rom t h e land ers; of 
cul t U.r'e to the s erva n t s of p Oi-ler , t h en 'if e shall 
h[:.v e a heavi eI' re spono ibHtty t han t he polit l c i e,ns 
t or t h 6J b r eakdown of 'I'l e etern c1vllization . 19 

A f urther /Ei,spec t of t he authQr" s s t yle ;.[UiCf'l i s 

oh Dr <!icte.ri s tlc of his wr1t 1ne is his re- Uij e of mater'ia l 

\-lhich h e has p r evloil8ly p uol i shed. . The major ity of 

Dawson I s books a re t nk cm fro:!} 11is f or mer lec t u res , his 

l) r evl olt$ l y published a rt,ioles , orr a c ombina tion of t he s e 

source s ; a s a res.ult t h er e a re rep et11;d. o1'J8 in hi s 

works . Hl s £' r.os res§an(\ flJtl1p:l o,q , for example, makes 

,; 

us e of ma t erl a l which firs t appa ,'H"ed 1n t he s oqi0101!10~, 

t h e £luarte,r l Y." and t hePub11n I'tt'!vleg .
20 

In t h e 1:10v£ lJl ent 

of ~~ orld r1.e.'volutl on , his proc edure 1s s 1mn ar . '1'11 .1S 

volume conta. 1rls :)la ter-ia l "Atl.ich fi.rst t'<ppeareo 1.n HJ. 8. :\iOX;Y 

l' OO a i , Four Q!ua rte.rs , GorIlmonwq'al;, ~lnd t ,he Lcmd on 'l' l me:§ 

Ltt er a rY SupDlero e;n t. Th e, othe r e o,npQrJ ent of this volume 

19Under s, t npo. inf_)rtl r ~r)e , :p . 29 . 

20fro~r€s s HOG Rel 1rt,<)f1 , p . a. 

.--------.------~~~~ 

""",. .. ... :' . 
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is a n other book by h im cn t i tled the Rev olt 0;( As l a .. 21 

~/ 

However . this h \st c (.':n~)('nen t in t urn 1$ tLik e~ from 11.r t·lcls s 

,ih i e h fl rut C\ppe i.:~ r€d J. tl the 'fS}blet ,. 22 The book Und erst andlnor 

Surope f ollQl.tfs a s1::nUor p'~ tte rn by '0'l8k in (' use of Brtlclee 

)ubl1.shed in the Dublin Revie," , t h e LUf'"len Vl'tDe 
~ 

onu vur .Cul~ . c. :; HmieVSl"' , t h e most pe rf set eX <)!llples 

EnCluiries into rteli[!ton "nd Ci.llture . The fir-c t, ed ited 

by Jol1.n J . Mul loy , conta i ns 8.1"ticles by Den/aon \lh ic 

'(1 01"6 p Ublished by h i m over fl p eriod of t hi:rt J "'flve ,v ee r s 
4 

in R s eriee of' .Q iu·' i od ice ls . '" T,h e editor list s tb.e f' G 

l-je ri od ica l s 1n the aplJendb of the book . 25 .!Jlou '-rl!lls 

is on the other ~18nd from 

I3 rt1.cles p ubll. Bhed in a v a riety of Snelisb e.nd Irish 

p eri od l e a ls fore mos t of rlh lch a re t lle Dub l in Revis'" and 

Socl o1og1e ~ 1 n e v: 1ew.
26 

... _--_.-.-
.... 1 
t::.. t4oV6t:1<m t of j10rld Revolut,i.oD , 11 0 pr1e' e . 

9? 1 ( d - Ch ri s topher DaVis on , Rev o t of Agio Lon on : .sh ead & 
"la rd Lt d . , 00 d ~' t€) , p . 4 . 

03 . Jlrill..grs t n r.d lny: 1tuI'oru;. , p . 7 . 
"' l' 
eo "pyn&m~cs of ~';..2rld tll..!!i.£LY..,. p . vi . 
2'-
~lbid . , pp . 469-72 . 

26 , '" '=' lied 1. e Vl1l J.~f) § !1J!Ji . :p . c. . 
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jt~ l:tEJ, OtL:p:nd .. th~. n i e;~ 0:' .;~H!c't ~; rn q~ltuce , f~ali~lqp 

c.n¢!. pt..:.l t t.lf'§ , .o..nd .'1ed l.~vo.J.. :~~a.Cl ~lJa ~r~l' e:l(smp l€ ,-; of wo:rk~~ 

\iid.d1. r'Gllul ted tro:n previous lcctul" fjt li.h The flJ:'2t t ·lJC 

of t h e :se >f4')re: il10 G1.tfc>l."<U Lectul" cO' given <;. t t h e ~; n:l.iJ'6'rs lty 

of ch from lSj/+7 to 19J~9 , nnd t he l 50 t \)~)ns tGtg of 

h~s F'o ):",{I'OOd L($et.ura~ c1.l1en ';;, t,. Lherpool fJn lve r~> i,t,:i i ron) 

''''7 1933- )4" t:: and EHi!/!.y or) tl'H~ d ~cUn€ of t h e ROnlcnitm¥b-e 

''i'h tch :t"1rst e$l pGcred i n Aorl uw~nt to ::;, t . A!1f4 .s tin~ _ and 

e.n other o~r le e of l ee t ur eq or. t he Church a nd ,:tH t 

~ t ,,,, '. ' "" . 't ' • ~ ~ , l r:.~c 28 t .4."l'(!,in (l ' v g""Ol'J.""e e Ul'll.V'o!(;!'el"y J.. n :;1,.1.1 . 

~}~w.1 , fl.l1dl1 r::e..E1_ t h c G,;;j..s;. z,r$ hh onl.i tr ol u:£!(;t5 l.'?r. ti~h d td 

,oot 8.ppe:H' flrs t I.lQ eithar lQctures Of' a rtJ.cleG . '1.":0 

of t~5 S C -- t:Le ~;Jg t~u Gcd~. t'2.nd r&¥J 't1R Qf ~'\l r q·.Ub O:: l"' E pa r t 

of tl projected i'lol'l d hl~tcry wh icn oaG ()(jVQ,t' UI)(HJ GO'm'Oteted .. 29 

Considered frQ~ t he £ t~ ndl)(~ tnt o;f oc tloi.:,; rly ~Pl)l~rcfl tU,s , 

l)';~Vj llOn ' ,s s tyle hne b oth e.Q v tln t a(ie,s and d loe:;,d\!'cn ·t~e(Hh 

Hb use oJ 1nd icG ~ t o ~, u1.d e, t t.ie r(md~n'" 1s !,I.E heLpful ' 

,.... .. '''.7 
.. f u"' ~~ .; . 1 - 'r> ,. 'r n . ~€VH r, .. f}·~ ~' N p . 2 . 

2B r 1'O :tel " tJ . (; . - -
(j f; : . l/,.~ t~ (}la t,'~ crL!?: !ilt"te~r 11111 !i~qn 

30Dee I:;.§.l.if. t ~l eqg t;he Rba o!h!eE'ltern cu1t4!'9i 
rir.kJ..neJ'f Eu,r ooe; !1!!~r:{!~nI1!I':lF Eq[ O!)~ ;; P'\! n.f;l ~ltcc~ pt 
tJ oda Iao\.o.o:~ }\§:U.f' lonand. (fl;. 1 tvit~ . 

_.d ___ .• : . ... :' . 
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aa h is us e of app end ices which inc l ude works of ar t 

represen t a tive of t h e peri od of his t or y h e ia d i s cu ss ing 

aDd c O!ll:rlente rles o.n th em ~ ) l The in s ert i on of ch ronol0i3 1c lJ.l 

obles serves t h e read er BS on excellent gu1de ~ This 

ir. 'L.J ·.: s t exempli!led in the' ££.g; of the Goos, wh ich conta ins 

t able €} tre e ing t a e d evelopment of h i at or ic81 ert s in bot h 

\'ics tern s nc! Central Eur opean h l e t or y ee well 88 t h e 

NeHr' E:· s t. 32 A sim ila r approach 19 used in E:nq ~ lrie s 

lnt,Q n el 1.g ,t on e.pd Cu1.jiurg where the me.j or h istorica l ev en t s 

of t he We s t and :Fa r and l~a tH" .East ore tra ced and c Olrpared 

from pre- h i s t or y to ~i orld \/a.1' 1 . 33 

Not a s pr a 1sewol"thy . hOY/ ever , 1s t h is h i s tor i a n ' s 

neglect of b i bliogr aph ies . As a reeul t of t h i s negl ec t . 

informa tion on t h e s ources he is using .nlust b e d erived 

trom t~ iB foot notes or t h e' tex te of h is 't~..::rj:s . J4 

Before o oncluding thl .!; 13 €ctl on ~n s t y le it should 

b e n oted t h" t in add iti on to t he e en era l descripti on 

c !ted a t t h e outset of t his c hapter t p.ere h~ve b een a n umb e r 

of c r itic i s ms of D1"wson t S £l t yl e wh ich 8 l:'e bot h iin f a vorabl e --

but for th~ mos t p{'l rt f av or 11b le . 

------~--------.~---------~--~--~---------

l See H[? ldnp; of Europ e, i\ f € of t h o Gods , and Relia i on 
9,UQ t b e E l se of '-fs:ete rp Qultyre . 

"'i2 
- A(.t {~ of the God s . pp . 4·15 f f . 

3 . 
~gu 1r 1€ s in to Rel lf i on and Guiture, f ll c1ne: p . 67 . 

3L~ Hr . D aV19 0n does UG\!) bibliog r aph ie s 1n sorno of h l e ,,-lOrks . 
Ri s A8e of the (i}ods , J?ror res s end Rel ig i on end Me.k 1nf of 
.'§;~!" one a re ." h o\[eV'e r, the on l y h is t orical .. iorksof' \~h 1ch 
t ills 18 true . 

..,:".:: ' 
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Til i s '.1 r.1 tGt' oann ot ""ero~ \d t b t he rev1~W(H" of t.h.e 

Makl u f of 'glar ~:rO G who ~la sa 1! ted t h.(') 'Gty l~ of i t s o,ut h or 

lAS dull . The b~s if1; t o:r aueh 8. of'1t1o i sQ) b t lurt t h e 
3f,"; volume 16 til. l ' Gc 1t s t t rm (.}f t aot lh · !:) 'n t he COtltrar y , one 

of t h.e roost rewnt'd1n,g aspeo,t s of re%to, l ng the ;:}1.':i !ri1tiF ot 
!iuron e 18 th€ ruarmer in tfh l oh t h e eut ho):, ch C\\'$ t b e 

s i enU 1oa,noe of t h e per,t ed wh ieh h e' e ona1d ers . 'fb~ 

f ¢11,ow1of! quotf:r.tiotl ira exe.npbu"y ot roany ,,,h i oh could b e 

o,l ted t o ~nnwer thh crltlQhmf 

}lu.t" t h e 'e,v all@e:l1a.o. t .10n of 'r ural EU.l"0p €3i d urin g 
thQ l,zf.l';t!ov lngi an p Gc.r 1.od 'ie-onl.?'· on~ e;,won.e! t he aervic e>e 
1(thioh illonllatloism l"-Gui3: $r'ad. \ 0 li:u r (lpea n e lv1l1z£1< t,100., 
It. !.1a.S a1 a,o demt.ined t o b e the o:h1.~t ~ €:' el'lt of ' t h e 
l?apnc y t o i t a t a ek of e(:lIl1ee ,1ast1.c ~:l:1 r etof>ttl Md \~ 
exel't ll. vita l 1n:tl\ll3ne~ on t he po.lit1Q.~ 1 and c ultural 
r -Ot'ftonttlon of ~r:o:p·e,\u aoo l Gt y . 1't1o. SlH!l$ pelr'ioo ·t;ha,t 
tho r-h,e of C e'l t.iC ~J:).otVl at 1e 1. am 111 l relt'md wn s a1,go 
rna..rk Eld by a new devaloproerrt. :Of mOtH< sttc 18m in I t a J..y 
wbJ.Oll wa s Clue t o tut!!; \'l'or l{ of St . B(il'H~d l e t llt.h.e Pa tr i a X'ot 
of !{onte Cttse1n o" eb out the yenr 520.. 1\ W~ 1i he "th tl 
f i .r a t (:lpp11@d. tn~ Latin g~nl11a for order a.na l~w t.o 
t h e monarrt1o tnat1't;uttonaati whe c ompleted th~t 
s oc1~.l i ... n tl on of tihe m,oo o. stte 1 1.t'fil Wb,t dh !la.a. b een 
be(;Ufl 'l:>y St, . l.'o,ohoml u EI tJ.nd st . 138. 811 , 't1le 106(;\.1 of' 
t he monks ot t he d e eer t wa~ t hD t of' ind ividua l 
eeEitiQiem o.nd t lld .r ''nona.$te·t'les wet'G o OOllnun1t.1Gs of 

ha-rmtt a .. Tha t 01. t h e- BeXisd 1etlne wa.a (iHH3 e:nt11l11y 
oo- ()para t.1.ve~ J!!.nd 60011';11: ite a im we s not \ 0 .produoe' 
h fSt'o1e f ea t e of t;1,Qceticlsm, bu t t h e cultiva tion of 
t h e common, 111' ·6, ti t he sCho()l of t he s erv10e of t "tl,Q 
LQrd . '11 In c 0l1lpa r1a.on with t h e: r u les of Fa c;m-ot'!lt u$ and 
l$t .. Golui'n,Da n ,. t ha.t of St ,. Benediot ~ppe$. I:"S m,od O)ra te 
and '$ fJ. sy ,. but it l nvol.v6'd a ml1cb. h llth er .:l ce'rae of 
orsa.n tzat ,1. G.'tl mid s t Eabil1ty . 'rhe Ben od ictine 
mamu: tery "I~ (,! a, et~ t 'G' in ;;.n 1.n 1:1t ur e with n s ett.led 

,--~------.----~~--~~----.~-.~--------~~~--~ 

3Su t:l ,,, .,~ t ' al; ..... ," "~"'.(' 1;1''' ''' 0''' ~{ 0 v A~ru:! ' . -n. ~ . He .. 'n , ~up _."ifut , n{i ~ . .:it"'~ }i~ f 1\ , q .. ·.ALAh 
'f/ol . 61 ; N(h 25 (J unG 2 3 .. . 194$ ' .. p . . 
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h1.e r ttrghv and conGti tl 
11fe ~ ) 

n nn 11 orran1zed ecofl.Jol c 

Another' r eviewer has justly criticiz ed Da\H! On f or 

, is us e of obstrnsl3 c onc€!pts such Oil t he "'metl.l.phys icB o,f 

time, ,\ fl mellning of ,:u c-:nory as the prism of hlstory~" 

·j embod 1:ilon t of t h e sp1rit in t he ",omp of t he ,,(orld~ ll 

' L exuD 1 d i l!lens i on of t h e huma n s p irt t ., j\ an d II extnton ce 

1s the oe.t &l J7.. er of GS $~ncee . n Such expression it is 

tnO,intDiood mas hove a drfl m.st lc l mpg,c t orl t he ren.d er , but 

it Is objected t ha.t t hey de net oonve:v the ~. ,~.1'lOr · s 

aanin clea rly . 37 fl O':feVer, in f~ ir-ne sst f) Do 'rl q 0n ' . 1 t 

should b e noted 'tha t t h i s 10 a Illinor aspeot of il i a s t.y le 

wh ioh d Dee not ace Ill' frequently 1n h i s writings . 

A fina l criticism of t h. l s e~th"r ' s s t y le '([hlah 

should t h6 c ons lde l~ed :ta t he OhlH'[ € of Kenelru Foster, v .. . 

who warn s t hat Dewaon does not t: lve 'exg!,Ct d ef in i ticn s of 

the ol ot.: 10a l terms . ,)8 Th i a critic hm i s Y.' ep s a tGd by 

Dan ie l \. '0 0;'001" w'ao a l ,s o :ad~s t ha t a lthough 1<11' . Daws on 

fJ~ l>">}tr;~k l13 ~ of J~Ul'o'O~' , . p . 180. .i ee also flD ~ve 
quote on Hon ophy s 1te s on ,p o 55 ot t h i s c tlD.pter. 

~7PhUi:P Bal e-r a.ve , liThe Vi s ion of , Chri~ t oph er Duw$O!}, l' 
Qommol:1ye rtl, Vol. L '/ ... 1 , j·;o . 17 (JEllI . 24 , 19:)8)' :p o 433 . 

'" .)°Konelt:!) FOGte r , C. P . , "~lr . Dawson ana Cnl"l gt end0ID , 'I 
Blaclrtri'1.re , VoL XXXI ( '3 eu t . 1950 J, 1:' . ~~~2 . ir; r . i!'¢3t.~!' ---... -- ~ - -
i n unci. :::oglL3b DO'J1.ntcmtl end Den te s chol a r who \lrlt~s 
numerous b ook reVie"fl'J ~Hld :1 rtic l sG tor h~f ria l's . 

. .' ~ '., i·" .. ··, · 
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E lv€s no p reo i s e d etln it1 0n of term like roli€ ion , he 

does rela tet.he cha r acteristic s of re11g ion as he 

unders t ands [ind uses t his term . 39 

39ftelieion Jll) s'3 Cu.ltUI"!:.J p . 25 ff • 

. r. ::''' :~;-
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HlIP'i'61\ IV 

iJl}':';'l'l-! ~..;D 

One of t h e moa t import an t contribu t ions of Da'tl sQn 

t o t 11 e f teld of 1'1 isto!'.r ho EO b e6n .to t h e 8 rea of meth od . 

To ob t a in cle 8r'er uoders t nnd inp: Qf jus t wha t t h i s 

;neth od ill 1.t is he l pful to f irs t c on sid er' sowe of the 

'U sth oda t o Which [113, obj eet s . 

Th i s 'EnfTl l sh hi storj,:an roc Of('t'J 1 2 es the n ec e 3 p. i t v f Ot' 

preci s e h htor.icnl r e eefl-r'ch J b Llt does not foll oN an 

h ia"t or ica l mot hod. Ch ,'H" 8 ctorized by chron lcllin~ f acta . 1 

>lerely rec oun t1ne events '.r111 not p rovid e t h e r·eader 

.. ,it h the menn lne cf h is t ory . He i~ c onvinced t hat the 

", l €,nif lc aD ce of t he f acts collected mus t te r eported . 

Fur-trier, b. h op in ion i s t ha t many h i s t orians proceed. 

in an errOneous manner b ec ause of t hs l r ill found 

e. tt erap t s a t 6xph in i n £ tt.e f ~ ots vlh ieh t h ey h.ct'ITa 

, ... ce U\11~ l r' ted . 

One of t h e mos t pro:n t oen t of t h e s e erroneous methods 

Wh ich i E c ri.tlcii.ed by h i ·m is t hH t of o'lcrsiID;)l ifica t1on . 2 

'l'h1 s erltlcl?!l p i.' ocoed s lcg ic .... lly f;ro !:ll hie v i ews on 
.-_ ____ -o~---. ___ ... _----...--4- ;0--______ .----. 

pp . 371t- 75 .. 

2 I b 16 ., p . 1 ..., • 

j •• : .. 
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history . Ba5 ic 8 11~;" h e ma in t a ins t hu t rsliEion is the 

moat l mpor t Rt3t eloJi 6ot in h is tor../ , but, a t t h e ea,;:netlme 

t h is Ohristian h i ot orlan does not underes tLuate t h e 

imp ort anoe of r a cia l, g eog r aphic , and econ o:nicfa ctors . 3 

He a l s o believes t ha t it is n eoe ssa ry to obs erve and 

trace t h e intera ction of t h e s e f actors, t h 6 ras ultdnt 

i 

civiliza tions p rOduced by t h eir intera cti on , as well as 

the interacti on of the' resultant 0 ivlli z a ti on s . 4 

Consequen tly , K8 rl f<~arx ' s method at stud y tnE and writing 

h ist,ory is f ound obJectionaule, s inee t h e ecorloro '1c f a otor 

1$ u.sed t o exp l e.ln &,11 h istorica l change . or i s an 

meth od of studying and \'1rl t1ng hi story sllch a~ Heeel t s 

D1v1.ne .Sp irit hypothes is whioh dep ends s oleh' on e. 

s p i v'i tu.a.lf ac t or to theex.elusion of ~111 other f a ctors 

f ound f.l.€ reeable .
6 

Yet on t h e other hand, he 19 intolera nt 

of any h l s t o1ii 1c a.l meit hod which dlec oll.ots t h e imp ort a.noe 

of rel1.g 1ol1 .. 'this is found particularly object ionable 

when it inVolves the omi- sslon of Ch r1.st1an lty in ... n ' l tine: 

h o 

4 1b td ., p . 377 . 

5 Ib td . , p • 360 . -
6Th! . 21:; -S- , p . . :? 

p . 19. Fer t his view, 
influenced by La Pl av . 

h.~ :, • 
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Europe cU'l h i s t ory . 7 ,~~isto!'lnl'l n such !J.e C-u iz.ot Hnd Th1el's 

\>lho \"i r ite \>!l t h (} na tlnn.llst blas ore of cour se critioiz ed , 

on t he ba5 is t ha t their met hod overemphasizes t h e r acia l 

f a.otor and glorifies one na tl{)o . 8 F lt1D.lly , geog r a.ph ic 

d eterm in ism and methods f or st u.dy i oe his t or ;y' ba s ed on such 

beliefs a re i oU.nd unsatisf act or y , beoause t lH,Y e ttrlbut e 

a ll Gvents 1.n b1st ory t o geog r aph i c f a.ctors . 9 For e,x{).lJ'lple , 

t he Eeog r a.phlc d eter m1nl f' t \wuld ffifi l'n tain t hv t t h e 

Esqulmos ha've no choice i n d 6Cld ine: how t hey w11 1 live . 

Til l.s t h ey S@.y 119 determined by t heir geogr aphio loca tion . 

In a.dditi on t o t h e errOr of overs 1mplitiO/'l t iotl , 

Da\1'sori a l ao obj ect.s t o h intorlea l me t hods ba2ed on t he 

p romotion of 8 'p[l rt 1cula r rly or oause . 10 He cites 

his t or1ca l meth Ods 1n t h e Soviet Union a s primal' 

eX3Jlple of t h is f l.rs t fa11 ~'l.cy . 11 ile example of t he s lSe ond 

f a lla cy , p romotivE n. ptH't1cula.rcause , atten t ion is ca l l ed 

to t h e roooan t 10 h1a,t orians and the relig ious apolog i s ts . 

The me t hod s of t he roman ticis t s a re found a bh orent, b ec a.use 

t h eY g lorify a part1o ulD l" p eriod of h istory -- lik e t h e 

'70 • Dawson . Personal let ter, J uly 20 , 1954 . 

D[pam 1c s of ¥l orl d Hiato'l'Z , p . 5 . 

9!b1d ., p . '70 . 

lOSn1rlt of t h e Oxt org \/lovem@nt, p . 8 . 

1114:ovemen;t of )~ orld Re:volut ion , p . 23 . 

i·, ;· .. .. • 



Uddle as for exnmple -- in order to censure modern 

clvili za ti on . 12 For sim ila r erl~ or t he l"el iE i ous 

apol o€ lete ' me t h od s a rs objec t i onable , since t h ey use 

llis t or '! t o El or1f'y r elic 1.0n . 1 3 

C4 

The above mentlohlSd do not eXhaust t h e meth od s ,,"!1t h 

wh lch DaNson d l saErees . ae c riticizes as wel l t hos e 

h i s t ori ans wilo res tric t t h emselves s 01 G.1y to t h e study 

of pol1tics l institutions a.nd aff a irs . Nor ' . .; j.ll h e 

f olIo,,, any h i s t oric a.l method Wh ich disrega r d s litera t ur e 

or a r t. 14 F ot' h i m, t h e om i ss i on of t hes e would p r Oduoe 

s 't\runcn t ed a view ot h i e t ory as would t h e i sol e, ted 

s t udy of on l y n f a..,! p:l r ticul8 r' p e oples or peri-od s 1n 

h i s tory . IS At t he same t i me, how ever , Da wson d oes n ot 

f ollo;" ll. m€thcd bn f.\ ed s ol e l y on the Itt erol"j or 

16 es t het i c a.ppr oa.ch to hist ory . 11' 01." example , an 

h i s t orical meth od ,,,u tah roeets "doth. ·1aappr ova l is the 

1s o1o. ted st uds of nOr ee t Boolts'l\ like Pl a to ' s Republi2.. 

or Dante ' s Dlvl.rle _Comedy . 11 D~;)\tlsOn ' tl conviction i s t hat 

lC_ ~""'ik in8' Of g Ul'ope , p _ 16 . 

13 Ib id ., p .. 17 . 

i 

14 ?erson&1 unp u,b Heh ed not e.s by o . Dawson on Christ i an 
Cultu l;'G Sympos ium h e ld i n Fh U ad elpl:l1u, .?e. . ~ J ul y 10 , 1959 . 

15 
Rynam lc £~ of ',J or l d Hl ston , p . 3 . 

l 6c • Dawson , 2ereonal le t ter , J uly 20 , 1954 . 

11 c. DQwson , Person a l le t ter , Ma r ch 13 , 1954 . 

) ..... :.' . 



much of t h ei};' ro ea n1ne: is loot if t h ey are n ot rela ted 

t o t heir h is t oric p erl ods . I S 

65 / 

However, h e doe s not c ons i d er t h is l as t approa ch a s 

r ep r eh ens1.ble a s t 'iIi'O other meth ods "'hich h e crittc l zes. 

The, f lr'J;3t such me t hod 1s ttle. t wh i ch proj ects t he villuee. 

goa.l s , i ntere s t s , B.nd beliefs of on e a~a onto anot.har 

p eriod, of h istor y . '1'h1s h.e be:l h v es 1 13 usually done by 

t h e evolutionist \Olho believe s 1n c ontinuo.l prog ress ,,,hleh 

i8 bot h ·ma.teria l and sp 1.r1tulll. l9 The ltfhlg h i s t orian s 

1n pa rticular i1.re cited as ou t s t and in g exa mp les of th i s 

fa, ll~cy • The second method wh i ch he Ed.so finds abhorent 

i s t h a t of imposing preoonceived ph110soph ica l s ya tems 

on h istorica l event s 1n order t o exp l a i n h 1s tory or 

pred lct 1 t s fu t ure .• 21 F r ed r 1ch Heg el t s meth od 1s mentioned 

a,9 a r-ep re s e.nt&t1.ve of t his error . 22 

F inally , Daws on finds <" X'eument with t he meth ods of 

two ot her partic ul a r h i s t ori ans -- Osw(!\ l d Spengler and 

Arnold '1' oynbee. He object s to the tormer" s be,liet t hat 

all civiliza t 10ns a re of aqual i mp ort .ance t.o world l1 1st ory 

18p erson<:l1 unpubU shed notes by C. Dawson on Cl1r t st:l.a.n 
Cul ture ~)y mp o 8 ium held in Philadelph i a, Pa. • ., J ul y 10, 1959 . 

I Sle . }) 1'1\'180n , Pe;rson a.l le tter, MaX'ch 13 , 1954 . 

20Maklng: of Eur ope, p . 16 . 

2112.I.nem1c s of ~i orld Hl s t oU. p p . 17- 18 . 

2 '-' 
c l,Q,M.. p . 234 . 

i· .... · ~ • 
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.' 
and t ha t t here 1s not i nteraetl on of' c Ulture s . 23 Equa.lly 

objec t i onabl e i s Spengls1;" 8 be lief' 1n t h e repe 't,ltl on or 

rC C l~rrent mOVEHll ent of h i s tory . 24 In J' l"nol a Toyn be e ' 6 

p r ocedu.r e, he b el i ev e s t h a t an t hl"op olofic a l and 

h lstor lca l knowl edge wa.s .not ut 1l1z. ed 8uf '!'ic i erl tly v, it,h 

the r e s ult t hat there Are too manj e en e r al lties which 

a re not c ompl etel y 8ubat an tla t ed . 25 

The f oreg oi n g cons i der a ti ons "l re a ll negative and 

in<U c a t e what met h ods Da wson d oes not f ollo ... , i n s t udy ing 

and ,,;rltlng h i s t ory . 'rhe p os itive n eed a. s well b e 

c ons i d ered with a. d escript i on of Whf~ t r.oethods th i s 

h i s t or i an himself emploY:3 a.nd advO<l St te s 1.n h is t orica l 

s t ud ies . 

t t h e b a s e of his meth oa are h is v 1.e\'fs on h i s tory 

s t a. ted a.b ove . 26 He doe e not of c our{~ e d i srega r d. t ela 

a,ocep ted prlnoipl es of d l p loma tics . 27 I n f act , h.e 

w(\ rn s aga i ns t t.haerrore Rod mis r ep re s enta tion s 'Vih \ch 

ca n result f r om the n egl ec t of t hes e . 28 He e. l s a mak e,s 

<) .... lb:,na:.n les of Jlprld i:{ i s ~ ory , p • • 380 . 
24 I b !d. . , p . x . 
0{;; 

c..:>ib id" . , pp . 403- 404 . Si wlla r c r 1tlcl.sros a re leveled 
aea in s t H. G. ;1'el la . Seo .p'ynamlos of -,<fod d Hi s tory , p . 36B . 

26 Qe e abOVE!, p . 59 . 

3· 

p . 8 . 

),. :" :.' . 



it c lea r t ha.t a. sound interp:retpt1 on of h istory is 

vita lly d ep endent on t h is p rinoip l e of a ut h entica ting 

29 onessour'c e a . . 

... 

HOHever' , h e i e c onv inc ed that t ile t i me h~' z, c om e whe·n 

the f a ct. s \'lh lch h t,\ vlS been a cc urn ubted s hou l d b e sy nt hesized. 

a nd t h a t t his sYll t h e.s 1e s h ou l d inc lude knowlsde-e from 

" va ri oLl s disciplines other' t han h i s tory . "" Of t h e s e 

vBri oUB d i sciplines, theolo~y 1s eon sid er ed as b eing 

t h e most i mp ortant bra nch of kno'l,lle<ig: € \<lh lch a id S 1n th(') 

exp l ana tion of t h e h is t ory ot a ny c ulture or p ertoc1 . 3l 

There is not doubt in h i e mlnd t hat t h is procedure 1s 

pa rticula rly e ssent1a l to tUG s tudy of Europ ean history; 

s ince it wa a Chr1.sttan ity wh ich \'r)()ld ed 'E;u rop e .• 32 He 

s t etes t his belie f empa th ~t lc e lly : 

Ohr1~tlan ity 1s thG root of tho Sur-op art,.',) tr"ldltion ; 
••• Chl"tet1an lty underl ie s t he ot h er elemen t s 1n 
t hat tradition -- t he h uroan H arlan ; t h e scient 1flc. 
nnd t h e politica l; • .•• d emoc r acy it s elf in t h e 
I Gst r esort, !'G:sts on ~ s p ll"'itual b a sis, s cience 
p r operly und erst ood f i s 11 ot t he apot nes i s of' 

a ter1.tl l l s m, b ut r a. t her 4lthe s p iritua l p O\ter of 
t h e intellig enoe .1l1um1na t1l1e a:nd orderi De: t h e 

290 • Daws on , 1' er sone l letter . Ma r ch 6 , 1954 . 

30 ;v:i.ed l €Va l El:'n:lay s , p . 12 . 

3l unp ubllshed !1l s:norand um of C. Dawson to John J . Mulloy ~ 
~ UE U 8 t 22 , 1953 . 

"'0 
,.)&:. •• d t - i ~ n era a n(l . np: ,*urDDQ, p . ;.:5 . 
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multiplicity and confusi on of t h e vWl" l d of sense . .. 33 

It 1s hi-a oonv'iotlon t ha t t he use of the ology 'i s :nore 

advanta~ eous t ha.n the use. of philosophy to exp l a i.n 

a i s t ory I OGC a UI:l 6 the tOI':ner 1s bp ': c:"i '>r. buman rea son 

wh ich i.e f ullib le, ",h ils t he l a tter 1s b€ls eo on the ultimfit e 

Ceus€ 
7,4 

Of h1e tor.'i 'dho i s l.nfall1blEl ~ .... Il ia meti ) ~ therefore , 

relies heavily un scripturel study pa rt1c ul a rly the Book 

of Dan iel aDd the !woca l yps e , a lth ough a ll of the B1ble 

1s included 1n h is otudl e s . 35 To 111umina te the a e he 

s t ud ia s as well the Church Fathe.!'s , both Eas t e rn a.nd 

vI e s'tern with p nrtlcular references t o Books XV to XVIII 

'. ""6 
of :3t . i\ugu.stine ' sCity of God . :J Nor doe s h € r e s t .riot 

his s tudy of t h eolot!Y to Just t h e s e eleOJ ents . He :fur-ther 

includes med ieva l scholast icism, pa rtioularly DFAXl te , 37 

33Ph illl.ps 'li ernple , "C ontemporary Catholic Auth ors' 
Christopher Da\l's cn ., Fh ilosop her of Hls t ory , \1 Oa t \lol 1c L1bra cr 
iIl o.l"' ld , Vol. XIII , No . 6 (:H&r . , 1942), p . 165 . Ml~ . Da.wson 
Iso ilw.lnta 1ns tha t h i s tory ' s ~ean ln£ 1s relG. ted t o t h e 

my ster y of t h e Inca rna tion , and since t h e I nce r .na ti on is 
a mystery , h e c onoludes t hat h is tory \1111 never be entirely 
exp la i ned . (C . DEnleon . Dyu.!'rrrLc @ of 'fl orI d History, pp . 236- 37 . ) 

-'4 F • J . Sheed~ I\Christopher Daweon ," ;' t gn , Vol. XVII, 
Ho . 11 (J une , 1938 ) , . p . 663 . Even t boue:h Mr . DEi\lS0n does 
n ot believe th~ t phl losophy i s as helpful ~ s t h eology 1n 
axp l a l n i o3 h i s tory , h e does not exolude t he former from 
h is c onsid' el"b:! tions . H~ fi'Ods t ha t by a.na l yz 1ng errors he 
·,j1.ght, a rrive 9,t a n elf] truth. . ( A. ~'reemaI'l tle , IChr1s topher 
DRwson Comes to :HtH've r"d . ~· Qa t ho11c Di r e s t , Vol. XX II I, No . 3 
J an ., 19:'9 , p . 53·. ) 

1:>' 253 . 

36 Ib 1d ~, p . 242 . 

-'7!bld ., p . 243 . 

,.,;~. :: . 
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' nd t inde ttlu t in bra e'!:' t o heva uny underot ondlne- of 

Ba r OQue oulture nt nil he mUs,t not nGg l.ect t he mystics 

of. t h Q, slxteenth nnd :~ event.eetlth c ontur1Ge . 38 'l'hu~h 

Dawson wa l ntain $:; tha t t he t~:j'o br~nohe s ot kn01<fl~dEe tH'·O 

vlt~ lly oomplem€,n t ';!, l'Y n.nd ahOI,11d 'be o ona td ered in 

OOrijllt'lotl on 'iilth one anot her,. He a l so l/nrnn ~ n owe\tor. 

tha t t h,s two shou l d not b e oonfuoed'. 39 

The s t udy ot ,f}OC t ol 00' i s ot)ns1d cred by Hr . OI!'.WSQtl 

o be t,lrooat ~\ i3 lmport nnt t o h ls metboo as t hat of 

t fl eol 'Of!y .
40 

HG et.(! tes t h ··t both h1atory c..u1<l soo 101ogy 

study eoo l aty I> 41 Furt 'her>, 1300 1 IJ10LY 113 t o b e f ound itl 

his methoo bee~uo e t t. f· tva€! lnfol"""Jla. tion on i:lIBD ' !l l'cbtlo'n 

t h ia et1v1ron:n(lnt ~d his tellO'"," t1Ian .,42 In ndd ttlon , 

1t, e- i'lCD eO';,'16 idtHI of the v a.luGl:1 f;od belief s of 

'-rt 1eul rl r e1et..:r .,43 The Nla!jona .f or Vi$On ' lt 1ncluaiotl 

of' eoc101oe.Y tn b,i s meth od nntil t he 4 i attnct1on b etwt),e'D 

--~--~,,-----~~~,~~ ; ~ 

,U 

4VFrede-:rloh D. fi1.11'1,fll~J6 an . '1T'l1~ Vi sion ot Otu''' i s tophGl'' 
:Dm1'.eon , t\ g:O;'Jl{';'l OQl'IE!;t1 J. . Vol . L.xv:Cl: 'Jan . 3, 1958) . 'P ~ }S5. 

41 " 
lij'llQ,ml"~ cf · ~y.orlg Hh$torv, p ,. 20 . 

42~ •• p ., 2 3 -

4..1~ .. If p ., 29. Mr. D~n;aOtl even goe,s eo f er a'S to 
mu10ta ln ·t.hn t th e real oa.usae of SCale sohhms and h eres ies 
10 Chr1st1~n h istory a re not t h e olOp, 1e s l but n~lt1ona l lOr 
eociol~ 1caL ( .Ibid ., P!h 8 l .. 8 3 . J 

.... : 
"" ~ '" . 
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t he two8c1enc Ge 1s : 

~hue {I a /::>0 1. 01 08 1ca l a t udy of GreEl~ cuI t ure ,,,,oul.d 
concern itaelf pr 1rtlllr ll,y ~rlth t ho ol's e.n lc s tructure 
of Greek soolet] .- with t he o-lty l') t t1 te end its 
oJ'gan1zHtl on , t.ho Greok t lilmils and lts eoonomio 
founda tion , t h e f unotional d 1fferent1. .~ tl on of Greek 
soc iety .; t h e pleOe of s18 'VQI'Y 1n t h e 200 t l11 order. 
Gnd so f orth .... out a ll t hese el ement s muet be 
s t .ud1ed Een 'Glt1cnlly e nd 1n rele t10n t t) t hG s~n,era.l 
development of Gl'eekcuH.ul'e on t he basis of t h e 
mnterttl l prov1ded by t he h 1.s torlan; "mila t he l ti\ tter 
on h 1.e s1de ,. requl.re s t h e h elp of t h e s ocla l aual ;y ais 
of t h e 6oc l olo~· l ii.1 t to or d er t o l nterpret t hetl10ts 
t hnt h e dtSCOV91"G .':Ind t o relate t hem t o t ne ore~rniCl 
whol e of Gr~ek oulture , whloh 1e t he f1no.1 Objoct 
of h is stut'ly . It 1s f or t h e soc 101og 1at t o defin e 
the t o,r m ot ! lj;,0 ul t ure and f or t h(! hht o1"lan to d esorib e 
i ts content . . 

Thls approllchto t hQ :etudy !)f b1.at ory hr. nUmlHH:" 

o.f advnnt.eg ea , bu t & most 1mpor't~'tu t .r<e~ult ls tha t t hr ough 

It., Paw90n na f1l discovered 'four vu.l..Y ~ .1n \'lti.:tch the hht or y 

or a pe o!Jle may develop . They fire: f i r st. , d evelopment 

1ndepmld en t f r om other Qu.ltlll'eeby respond tug t o 

f 60g r aph lc envlroni:ll en t a s econd ., d evelcp11l~n t ree;ult1ng 

from t h e ll'lOVE,rnent of a e:rOu.p of people from one S' eoEr'apl11c 

environment t o Il>oot her; t hird . developmen t due t o t h e 

inter a c t.ion of two indep end ent culturES; Oild f ourth , 

d evelopment due t o the adoption of new kno\dedge or 
4t.: 

011of9 . ::> 

pp . 7,- 9 . 

s . 

pp . 20- 21 . 
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Some of t h e s e v1ews c an b e f ouod in t h e ,'1rlt1ngs of 

t h e French s ociol og i s t Frederick La P l a,y '. However , t h e r e 

1s 8.D i mportant d 1.s tioct lOt'l p etween t h e approa ch of 'bot h 

men . I.e Pl ay views r811£ 10n a m a a t .a tlc f orce '1h :1..ch 

only i nd 1rectl y influence/;! S Oc lety , w'h ilE! Dawson I s meth od 

emphasizes reli~ lon a s the pr ima. r y nnlwat lng f actor 10 

a aoclety . 46 

F ina lly , a lth ough Daws on believe s t ha t t h e c ooper Ht1 on 

of 8001 0106Y and h let ory 'l'Hml d b e, mutua lly b eneficia,l " 

h e fea r s t ha t s uoh 1m a rran.gement would b e d l tflcult to 

efte'at ,. 47 The prlalll.r y rea s on f or t hi s diffic ulty i n 

h ieeatlmat i on 1s s oci ology ' s ea r1 1er a ttemp t s a t 

establ1shlnf; 1av'9 t o p red10 t and expl a i n hums:n conduot . 48 

Yet , he i n s ists t hat when h i s t or y and s oc i ology h€.l,ve 

be-en j oin ed as 1n the writ.ing of d e Tocquev1l1e ' s 

Democre,oy in A!'D l?r1.0i& grea t stud loes have b e,en produced . 49 

Perhaps t h e mos t unu s ua l aspect of t h e. meth od under 

cons1deration 1s its us e of' v/h a.t haa been de scribed 

46:oynam l cs of Worl d Ets t or: _ p . 23 . See ab ove p . 59 . - - . . .. . 

47 I b 1d •• p . 20 • 
~ ' 

48 ;rg 1-d ., p • 21 . 

49llUJl. .• , pp . 292- 93 , 

.~ '.:~ ~ '. 
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vari ousl y as pereo.ptive ,sYl1l'patny , :50 1ntu 1t1v0LUl(;lerst.rmdlng,51 

or sycat het i.e i llH1ei In,$l t,1 on ~ 'l~h e :t1I'lC(H1S 1,t ,f f or t b Cl.lhEl' rs!!ult e 

from t he. view t hat U 1a (ll\~5ttU.ff1cul.t t o.r II 'per~on t,o 

st udy and und et" ~ tand n oultul"e ot pet'lod in b h t @fi'Y' of ' 

wh1ct'l. he 1s not (i part . !n.a6d 1 t l oo. U<HU3\:itl f! l ~,o bolds 

tht\t t h e !l}or a'thor-oughl,y <-'\D e. hns s t ud ied h ie Ot"fI QUlt,t:.tll"e 

01" pertOd '1.n h i s t ory j' 't ,ila .more ~H.! f"icult, it w'111 b e f or 

hh! t o un~ar3tnll(,' an. t111eJl culture or por iod ln hlzt ory . 

FU1"t her. he !1la. J..ntai n s t hl3' t t he l;lI,tudy of d oc umen t o,. 

a t a t,1st.1c s Ql" c ooat1tutlona.1. ln~' 1s n ot euft' :101entt.Q 

\'.:, lve r.n under et cod 1ng of a fQreign oultu;r<l! or pe.r1c."Ij it} 

h i s t or Y' . 'ther(Jf or~ ." UEl ioclud e s 'f.hh de'\rice o;f peroepttv!t.y 

10 h i.s Illc,t-h OO . Essentially . 1\ aoropr hea t h e uee of 

tll"'t . S2 Ith t bl"ough a n oXaroln~l 1;;1 on of t\l ~·t t bp ,\ "'. 

800 It)\y ffifi.y b e unders t ood , b a'c t:luse ~f ~'t eult.ure or (& 

p'tir iod tll h i s tory r evea l 'S ita funot 1o!:llng , !33 peouli.f.rr1t ifHJ " 

t hooght a. va,l ue s , and baliefs on 1"'eltE ton and life by 

t h le means. 51t 
" 

~ , ...-...-.....-"'i'o'·~·-___ .. ' .. r. _____________________ ..... ---______ _ 

50 A. FrEHlll1lantl~ , f1Ctu"1s'topher D,fwaop Comea t o 
H~rvard. 'f1, Q ~tj:1O,;J..19 J?1~e p,t . X..,UII II No. ) (,1m, . 1959 ) . p . 53. 

lp,ynmn ios:9f t/ot1d a~l$~;, p . 29} . 
52 .eo I'b!!!., p . vv . 

53:J;bl§ • • P . ' ..,0 . i<~I' . !lawson doee not r e st-riot hie 
I'!H)t:l.n1nc of a r t t o t u e f1tw zll.'t a , but 8!~pl:1e 1t 1t to sny' 
ehal'le; es mRde' by man with t he \lee of tooll!h; ( Ib *il . ) 

54 Ib1g ., I;" 72 .. 

;.:''':.'. 
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This p rooed ure :1.e u sed. dfeetlvely in t he l4akllle 

of Eur ope , \'Th.e!"eil'l examr>l e s "lnd Gxpl t?..hf1tl ons 3 re s 1v en 

5'-of t h e a rt of t h e c ultu.re s und er disc us s i on . ::J 

.' 

, Olosely a llied to t h e s t udy of art is t he c ons1dera tion 

ot mus ic of pP.lrt1cul e,r per i od . Th i s i s rec o:nn:; €l1ded 

ch iefl.1 f or t h e s tudT of t he f ounda ti ons Clf Christ1anl t y , 

b ut is a lso 1mporta n t in a, study of Baroqu e culture,. 56 

Th e s t ud j of literlS' t ure 1s a lao ot i mp ort ance in 

unders t a nding h i s t or y . 57 Nr . DaVison s ees it a s a source 

wh 1ch shou1d be u sed to obt a in an i d ea of t hOLl €hts, 

feel '1nf.ts , a ctions and inatitutions of a c ulture or 

per lod 1n hi s tory . At t h e s am e ti'll e " h owever, h e \1a rnS 

t hat t h e s e s ources a l"'G not a l way s h istorica l l y correct . 

Fu s tel d e Coulange a ' t h e, AnclsJ.1 t Qlt y i s cited as , 

beine- rep res e nt a tive of t h e u. s e of t h i s meth od a pd of 

t h e inc omple tene s s wh ich. c un l'E!8 ult if 1t i s t h e only 

meth od of inqU iry . 58 

Th e f l na 1 br~.ncb. of knowledge up on \'fhlch i·jr . Da ws on 

55 S€e }lCi! k lQp: pi . Eur ope, pp . 9- 11+ and pp • .162- 16 3 . 

~ 60 • DaVison , Per-s elw l letter, April 22 , 1951h 

57Unpu bll~hed notes. b y C. DtH-reon on Ohristian Culture 
tlymp osluill " July 6 .. 16. 1959 . 

8 IOld . ~ 
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d ep ends 1s a rche olol!:Y . He I'eer.. rd s it as particula rly 

l mpor t nn t 1n t he s t ud f pre- h istor ic c ulture ~nd 

believ e s t ho t the c ontr1but icm ot' a rch eology ha ve 

enab led t he histori a.n t o repor t t he s t ory of mankind 

more o.ompltltely and \'f lth mora continut1y . 59 r"11, . p e.\iSC!ln 

'.;1.160 main t a i ns tha t a r che b3:!O(!y i s t!llport~cnt t o t he s tudy 

of h i story , beaau~e an und erot a.nd1ne: of t h e pas t i s imp os­

s 1ble unle ss it 1s kn own in its tot a l l ty . 60 

13 e a 1des s t udy l n g the.se b r eoches of kno'.!f1ede e l 

Hr . Daw son ins i s ts tha t their mu.tua.l i nfluenoe on eaoh 

other must be 'observ ed . Fai lure to ~. o t h ,is , in his 

e s tlrrmtlon , g ives an l'nc omp l€; te v i ew of h1story . 61 

This same c ritici sm 1s leveled uga1n s t hi s t orica l met hod e 

\"hich s t udy one br anch of h istory, e .• g . polit 1ea l 

history" but do not show 1 t s rel., t lonshlps with at her 

rea e of h l s tory .• 62 However, the interd ependence of 

va ri ou s br a.n ch e s of kn owledg e 18 n ot t h e only a rea i n 

which Mr . Da.wson ' s u s e -of 1nterac t i on revea ls its e l f . 

9 A7. € o f t he GOd S , P . v . 

60 rb.1d . , p . x U . -
61Dma m1CS of vl orl d 1ll~torl l p . 16 . 

62 
Und~tatand ln p. Europ~ , :p o 22 . 

; .. :~ :.' . 
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It is al. !~() ~m illtce!:t'el and vttl:1 1 port ot hl~ approa ch t o 

the s tud," of: t UJ;' c>pe an h1st(n'r ~ 6, l1e U!,€ es th!~ t EUr ope 

Tt'coe:ni&'S tha t it 10 not S. 't~umb (}l" of na ti ons 'V/h1ch (u"e 

(l CP.'l:lpletely l;ndep l;1)nd ent , but it'n th (u" tht"l t t h,ey hm/e lnf l uencetl 

onG another and ht~ve ~:i'VU'ed ~n bnpor t ent cottla'lon t ao't or 
":1 

in t h el.r t or!'!J{~ t1 on -- Chrht1~o1ty .tH n~vl3' rthl5r le!Hl. 

us l.rop orton t M, Mr . Dat'/st)n vt(W~$ tbe 5tudy of ,n:ur OI.Hila.n 

c1vUlza:t.l on . lJ.!$ doearl ot r$~ triC't hls al~~e., otat.udy 

sOlely t o Eu.rop c;etn h l s t{)ry . He aerees with fo r'l'lold, '1loyn'bas i s 
(5r.: 

tlelht t h a t otherclv1:Hzut1 ot}tJ ~houldalao be s tud ied . ;;> 

Cona,eq.uently . gr ., D~"lson haa a lso 1nqu lreo i n t o t he 

ISlamic . Ind16m and Ghltl tu~a c lvl1.1z1,lt ,l oos . 1'n(J l'e:~ult 

is t.ha t h e tin<ls his iUH>t1hde; e of man br~adened . 66 
;,vu' . Da,\'ls on a l.s o ,notes tbl$ t ps r tlc lt1.5l' p eriOds in 

h 1a t.o:ry Cl111 b~ ~t'la. .er,et o.oo only U' 1t i. e l"Qa. l1~ l'.!d thn t 

th,~y ,M"~ fAll po.l"'t oK ~n \~rea.n 'i.e p l"Oocsalll which a p \il'rl od 

in h1at ol~Y t s l.nflu1.i1nCH3d by p~Geed lng pe,t' lc.Qs .. 67 Howev Eu", 

tbE! p(~rlQds Choll ~tl by M~,. D~wsen :t or etudy a 0 n ot 

a ll.,raya sgr ee w1 th. t he cho1ee a ot othe r ~l,18t or ian a .• 
~~~~--~~~----' 

__ ~ __ ~~~~~ _______ ~-r~ __ ~ __ ~ ___ .~ 

.t"" , ... ;t;"1!:: V/#t ,-~~;furQPf\ . p . 2() . 

6l} 
Upd qr~t~MJd1!lf' ,Eult0n o ., pp .. 24"!2S . 

66F • J . .:;:;h~:uJd J, 1~n .· Vol.. . 17. lifo. U ., p ., 662 . 

67t<l!lld .n r of . l}'~rO'P s" Plh 2lt3-l+4 • 

. .... :: . 
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Tb 1 s 10 part lculcrl.y 6"1 id ent in i>11' ... i.)r~waotl ' ,s c1:1010e of 

the D,:u~k 1\.{:6 8 a s an era. v/ort hy of study . He QJ)6S not 

a res tha t t.h e se' a['e s WG )."'Q 1\'ts rk . 'l On t he c ontrtl t'y . he 

.. el1evea t hat t h.ey \!rerl;1! 1')10re cree tlve th!~n the Me of 

i 

l\ueust 11H'l or t11.G i(sna1sf.mnc e. beC8.u u (3 tt \'N:H dUl"l'Mg the 

oo- c f.'I llt'Jd Dar'it. fle es tha t the bas te 01: futu r e d evelopmetltl9 
"',., 

in Wel'ltern Clvillz!1 tJ, on were :! ormula t-ad . 

1n~111Y . 111" . Da:waon aUl!€ e e t a s t udying an e r a in 

':l ist ory w~"lich 1s vary un like modern hle t ory 1n ord~r to 

c ombat sGlf - r1t:hteouones$ .. ~ self - s ntlsfa c tion , a,nd 

rov inc i .eJ. i.am .69 

68.". • l ' , of "'u 0 i on 15 ).;1.[.lJ;t . of ,r.. r . R . J.I' ., • 

6~~ ... , p . l6 . 

" .' ~ :." . 
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CH :H?TEH V 

f,iR . )I\.\;lSC;N ' S VIE;IS ON ,METAHlS'fOHY 

One of t h e mos t uniq ue a nd va lu,2 b le c ontributi ons 

of Mr . DBwson ' s wor k 1s his vievi6 on wha t is e a l~ed 

met~h1~o~y . Metrul i s t ory 1s d efined by him a s t h e 

study \'111 1.ch lnve s tigs tes the na ture and mean iu g of' h .1st ory , 

1 no t h o C ~l us e uno signif icance of hlstorleol ohfUlg e . 

I t includ e s t he us e of phllo(! ophy , the oloEY, or 

sociology or a c ombina ti on of t hese . 2 Such c omb ina t ions 

a r e "s e Gn 1n t h e' '.10rks of Montesqu ieu , VoltA,ire, Glbbon " 

Acton , Ge Toc q uevllle , de Coulanges , SpenEler , a nd 

Toyn"bee .... - to menti on a fe vl of t he many cited by 

Daw::;on.3 Thi s d d ' tniti on i 8 cla rif ied by c amps rison 

of " " motah 1s t ory't and "metaphys i.cs . \~ In b oth s tudies , 

t h e r e is an a 't,temp t t o f ind ultlI!l8. ta fJxp l an a tlons f or 

d a t a wh iCh ha s b een c ollec ted . Further ampl ifica t ion 

of t his definition is p rovid ed by Gontrast1nE it to 

the work ot the pure hl stor.1 .nn . This t yp e of hist orian 

IPYna ro los -:>f World Hhton , p ,. 287 . - . , 

211214 •. ; p . 288 . 

31J2.!!i. , p . 290 . Mr . Daws on does not of cour s e main t a in 
tha t e ll of t h e abov e menti oned wrote sound meta h i s tory . 

n t he c ontrory. h e sp eaks f a v or a 'e ly only of de . Toc.quevl11e 
nd Lord A.cton . (Ibtd ., pp . 288 , 293 . ) 

..... ". "' :~ 
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otud1es the pa s t by collcctb'llt f a c t s no !nRttet' how 

apparen t ly In.signif 1aunt then' IDa pp€la1" . However" nG 
1s n ot 11ill 1 t ed t o c ~, t.J lo£u1.rlS $vElnta .• but e. l shows t he 

1mmed 11' te eff ec t s lillian th.e l: ~ even t-ab.ad on flubs eq l.lent .- .. 
bht or.v.'t 11e !!lay e lse trl:lCe t h e r180 'md f oll of 

e. lvUlz.~ticnc , but he may not d e.d uca'~EeneZ'al pr opo5'1tlons l< 

r,bout ei1f tl1z,(~t 1on . 5 Nor I n, he C a nCE'Hl'tlCd ,"lth the 

mc solnE of all huru~u1 hLstot.'y ~ inally , t h.e pure h istor i an 

h not p l."ima l"lly oot'lc ·artH~d with cOlllpnrloe and oontro.u t1n€ 

the p~ et '.11th t h e P !'(ii:Hlfl't . 6 

Hav1ng desoribed t Ile coope o'! tlletahtstory, DA.'~son 

t h G'n no tes t h:1t f.tuCh 11 subj ec t is a t leas t 8uepected 0., 

pur ·e h1storiul'Hff;, U 1t 1s not blQ,n i~ 13 cond0mned . 7 tI ts 

clio,f 119 t h l!t t UGl'e is 11 t }-lof ol d 1)e.s1e tor euoh 

eusplc1 ons . The fl .r a t 111 t iln t met 0nistory in t.he 

n 1nt($enth eentu 'i£Uf) assoc 1.s. ted and f ouno,ea tn German 

l.d ee 11st1c philosophy wh tch i s nQW doubt.ed ; and tile second 

"uch bosh 1.0. t h e 1;~ t'ltln£ of met Hh lstory \tn ;1.~h tnclu.d ed 

talse t en e r nllv.a t tOl'H.l .. 8 Yet Dot/son lneiots thr~ t suoh 

J,~!l.:l..ru:\ l'!! icn "lt t>f Q,rtd Htptor,y , p . 287 .. 
r 
Jlb td • • p . 290 . 

6 u~ 1d, . , p . 287 . 

t~., p . 288 .. 3 9 . 

8~. J I) . 293 . 

" " .. .. . 



i 

79 

s tudy i9 nec-easf.!:r y a nd "ul. Ud ~- va.ltd beo-ttuse (l e. 1'ooquBv1l1e 

.lwd von ;-:ank €l -..rer'a bothmetshl.stori t>fis ~nd lead ln.g 

hlstortt1olH ana ni3CO~$tiry ,. t.H~'CH.l Ul:l e lnetrth letory 1:UH.! 

b \$'on h l thly e i p.: n1f 10~ .nt in t l'.l'l'l! t"oX'm&t1 on of contEl~,porHt'Y 

thou~ht and events . u,rther, to u:nder£' t m'ld t ileboontempol"'&1"'Y 

world . one muat ~mow tj"l,e views ot: i.iiEl:'tar~igtor1€HH~ . 9 

'fnere 1s 00 aoubt t ru1 t ouch f~ ,subjec t "r!'lien h p,\/'j been 

d Q$1fi1rwted {~S m,et-nh1E!tory does -ex 1et . k~ht'\ t . hcwe;ter . are 

1)t~ 'Waot:) t a v ie-we on eaeb at thG' elements mentioned In h is 

definitIon of the aubj ~ct ? r1e e;eN llil£ t he nature of 

l".l1 d ·,ory , he notes 'th<l! t1t h c ,:.memed wl t;n pG );"t1Qult1r a . 10 

not vl1:th unlverslI ls i 11 Oanseq utlit:ltly , there ~re l:l ¢ lawe 

in hht .ory l> Fot' h im hht.ory 1.s; 

'i'he so 1e·n(~~ of alOc i a l d aVGlopmerl't t n otmot"ely 
t n-a l!.c1el:lce of the pall't., '!;mt t he f.!oience of the 
14hola huma:n tHil ture"p1"QO'e ~e1n no t nt; tt $ i .-I:, oan 
bG stud i ed by dcc.um~'Otn r-y ~,vid~nc~ . l c.. 

It s,o~ke not only t o ooJ.lec t :i ucta ; "Out a lso- t o e: 1ve 

a H gGl1etlc desoription of tha aoo 1a l procea .B~ ~)." tlthQ. 

evol.utiO:l:l of l,locle t y . 1113 IUf,ltcry has/il, b €l€ lnn ini , tne 

Cl'd ~i ti cn of t ):l(, \1 crlc1 by Coo . 0 ro l ddlo , t l'le 1'\edamp t1on 

9DlfH.ug19fZ o~ \,4 0t}.o LUtA!tprx . :p .. 288 . 

10 -n.. 1~ . 1 '" ~. :t" p ., -.:1 II! 

llT'hb "1A ~ '-7 ". ~ •. • p . t:; ) .. • 

12 "' t-' ~ 9 n· no do. V_ ~ •• I:f. . ' C • 

13nTb . ., '11 f fll '. 
~~. 

>. --~ . ~ '. 
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of h uma nity by Ch r i s t; and a n ~nd , the esnctlficatl otl 

of mank ind by the Hol y ;3plrlt •• 14 

" 

con@i d eroti on of t n e reas on s f or s tudy 1ne- h i s t or y 

g ive's DddHt onal inf orma tion on the Dmis Onian view of t he 

lw ture of h i s tory . The lt 6 reas ons n r e s cat tered throUf hout 

h le w~lt ln[.Z: s , a nd s ome of t h em have a l r e l'l.d y b een mE:m tloned 

br ie f l y in t h e sect i on on h.is meth od of wrl tine h i story . 

\J. e have s een how the stud, f h l etory c an a. i d t h e d1selp l in es 

of t h eol oE"Y a nd s oc l o1ogy . In add Hl. on , it 1s 818 0 

ma. inta ined t ht:; t Eitnthrop ol og hts \>loul d d o well. t o study 

h1.s tory , s lnce without h istory theetu.dy of comparit t.ve 

c ul tures is inc omprehens i b le . 

F orG mos t a mong t h e ot h er rea sOTl S listed b y this 

h 13tor i nn for t he s t u.d y of hi s tory , however" 18 to ga in 

n unoers t and i ng of: a particula r p eriod 1n h t s tor y or 

}:l£l rticucl a.r culture . Xet his t ory msy a l a o b e a tudted 

to l n H i a tG alan int o 8 . pumbe,r of d ifferen t trad :ltloP !:l . 

Humanism , Chr1Bt i 9n 1t.y and Hellenism a r e cited la S 

axa' les f s ue trad .1. t l on s . 15 He .... 'Ul a Llow h i s tory t o 

ua eo 8.6 [)l for t hE; e t uctv of inf luentia l 

philos oph lc , politlc fl l , econ om i c a nd s cisotH 1c a ohlevments 

----,----~------~~~~----------------~-------------------------

236 . 

150 . Dtnlson , Unp ublish ed p6r~o.n al letter of !vl8, r c h 6 , 1954-
to J chn J . Mulloy ., 

, .. :" : 
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tn We st Qr'll Ci v,H1. t.a t l on .· 'fh l s h~ be11ev·t1 :3 18 part i cl,.lla rly 

import an t t or th-Gst udy of ,<\ri f." t otle . f'l~i t o ~ st . Thort1 P." t? 

,qu tmHll., &0(' Dante t o mention G f ew frot,] t he N2.ny \'1h1cb 

j)e',l~ cn c 1. tea . 16 

O,le V 01", h i A l.' til IilCO.l'l 13 tor r.l't udy tne- h let ory 8 1"1J n ot 

"'XllCUElted tl t t h h pO i nt . He. ,R,l s o belhvee t h At t h.{SI s tudy 

of' h t s t or y a e he c Ollceiveo it \"Qul d be pe. rt1o \)~~ rly v nluable 

t o Eurcp otUls , Clines it. waula re\l'e ~ll a (H!ltn!;)On o t.tltu,ra l base 

f or un 1tl.llr $uropo Clnd t O$t !J~"lng ;PC,~O$ 1n Europ;g ., 1 

JUator1o(1,1 $tud iS f3: a NI <..\ 1 $0 vte.1-1 cd e. l:l a ;'i)snfHa t o), 

~;!. lc11:ne: h umanlt y t Il kt.lowt~e 1ta PU,.;L"posa and mc~tl1.rJt . Th 1~ 

leoda t o the mOl3 t ata rtlin.£~ of Dawoan ' e r eason s f or l1t UQy i ne 

hl fl t ory , tH-H'fJeJ.y ., to lei~ rn GOd ' s purpose t ot' humor.rlty _ 

Th l s lIUI'!>OM he rae. lnta, ins 1a t'Gvas .led 1:)y God i ll t he e.vent.s 

of h i s tory •. l 8 

-'1 t td.'a meal'H~ha' bel.1ev~s t h gt t h.e et udy ot h.1s tol':'Y 

pl"(lven.t s ee ocentrtsm19 Qno ethnooentl .. ta ill . ~W It widena 
.,., ______ .... ____________________ . ....,...". .. - , •• 1 

160 • Dl'l,'dS ® ~ Onpubl1sheo. pel."sona l llH.HDOl"Sl .t1d uil':l on 
nOhr1s t.1sn Oul tllli"@ and L 1t0r ature/1 $ymp oaluw h61d in 
:Ph 'U ! • .Q Eflph 14\ ~ Fa ., Jul y ,. 1959 . 

1'1, He ttlptJ pf. .l l!r::.pgG . pp . ?(}"~?l . 

l BD ' .- '1 " '.' "ld Ptt . . ,.. "2 lYJ].f1t!I_ ¢,s, 9",_ .?! .'Ok. k _d e Q lO ll:::£. p . d '!1 .. 

19~JUnLO!' EiUr. Ol') ~. ; p . 16. 

o Ib tel . t ;> . 20 . 

. ... :-' -
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our exp er lenc e by cQnft'r>nt 1n~ us with o1vll tzs t l ons wh i oh 

ha ve can t u,r'les of experi.eooo , 21 ~md ehows t,ha t n o one 

lwt100 in ~l.t1r' OD (J h c u ltul"~ lly itld ep e.ndent .. 22 

F inn l l"e~sona 11sted b y Do\'1s f {)l" t he $t udy t OB of 

hist ory include t he follm<! i n F- ' (1) !I !!l EH:tn G t or ahQw1nE 

t he tlr:ror a of teleolog ies ; (2) mottlcil t or t'lppreau;\ t1ng 

('.r t and l1tera tur a b ot.h o. esthet1o ally and 1!.tB r~f l@ot1'on s 

of ch.une- ce i tl sca1,a l inatitut 1otle ; and (3 ) 1..\ method of 

Ei!xpl l:~ 'lnlnE t hG ao!Got H i 0 Cl.d Vtln~e5 m"d e 1'0 Eux-opeal'l h is t ory 

,l.ud Ul"opGa.n 1nfluelloea on n "- Suropean n':l t 1 ons . 23 

Ree !IJ:'d i rl t! oaus n t1 cn " t he t h'1rd obj ect of :'!let nhlst ory 

ID(Jn t i on ed bY' l~r" . !);nloon io h i2 def i n 1. t i on ; tut) ttApecta 

in po r t/t cul:;; r o. r'(l cited ss the J1 0Gt 1mpor t Hn t Ca tUll t'Hl af 

h1 ~t ory -- God ond matl . Cf t he:.Hl' h ro , ¥il" . Df.H<fB OU eet 1m$.tea 

th·~t God in r;'\CI I'O G1gn1!tcan t " bec t'.use it 1c Cod 'iffhQ not 

only €uldee his t or,y but ent6t's tn t o h UI1l8J'l h t ~t ory d l r actly . 24 

21U§lldoe of p;uf£l19" p . 16 ,., 

22 101<1 _" p . 20 . 

~ - , 

.... "Unpub 11ahed per s onal OlGlllOl"u nd um by C. Do.we on on 
t he Fe<'ooDa f or Sturly1ng Chr1 e. t1uo Cultur e rQc e1v~ by 
JClhn J . 14ulloy , Pea ., 1961 ; p . 1 . ' It e:li'tould b e n otEid 'that 

r aus on f Ol" et udy 1nf! ~il'\ t. ory t o which :r.h" . D",wson d OGS 
n ot ~ub l;1 c r lb e i£l t h&lt . "h.icn illG. l.n t a 1ns th~ t t he Pll st is 
f ull of odd1tlee which a re 'f ound r a t hs:r ente rtuintne _ 

24DYm;m lc~ of {t or 1g ij .1Qtoty , p . 235 . 

,.,;'. : 
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The most import s,nt in s t a nce of God ' s c tl u s ine his tory \'188 

of course t he Inoa rna tion . By this event human ity a nd 

human hi s t ory \'18.8 transformed . In addit ion , Vi e a re g ua r ante ed 

ano th er unmis t akab le in$ t BDce of God ' s int e rvention in 

h is tory ; n a.mely , the end of the t'l'or l d . 2 '-

Theee , hO\oJever, a re not t he only ln s t nnces of God l S 

a cting as ca use in his t ory . The oa lling of Abraha m, 

the e s t ab li shment of Ii). coven ant between God Rnd Isra el 

t ;).1oa ,1, and the revela t ions of God ' s will t h r ough the 

Hebr'eM prophets 26 re other s uch ins t ances . 

'I'he s econd ag ent 1n c Bus1.ng h i s t ory which DawE)on 

a l a o .oone1.dera imp ort a.n t 1s rna,.n , aod ptl rtlcul a r1l his 

f a culty of tree will . 27 As ex a.mp l ,e of t his , he mentions 

t wo p erson s in pa rticula r as outst and.tng influenc e s in 

h is t ory -- Julius Ca e sar28 8'rJd St . Bonif a ce . 29 Jullu,s 

Ca es a r 113 c onsid ered by him t o b e an out s t anding example 

? 5Dynarnics of V1 Qrld tU s tory, p . 236 . 

26Unpublished persona l memol"endum by 
The olog y and the Study of Christian Culture, 
p . 4 . 

ween on 
Ilue . ~2 , 1953., 

27Dyn amic 8 of \:i or.ld H.ls t ol'¥", pp . 263-6l~ . See a lse 
Fr . He rb ert !oP,'usu r Ulo , S . J •• " Chrl s t ophor Da'As on , Prophet 
8t Ha rv8 :rd , ,I Homelitlc nod Pastor n,1 Hev i a\-J' , Vol. 59 , 
No . 3 (Dec . 1958 }, p . 235 . Coe of thech1et c r iticisms 
\'I'hlch Mr . Da Vis on l evels ae:n 1ns t the Ger me n ph ilosoph er 
Frede r iclt Hee.- el 1s th,l t t he Heg elian v i ew of history is 
mech an too,l to the p o in t t ha t it p reclud os t he free action s 
of lnd lv1dua ls in h1storiCf-ll cha nc e . 

""8 c 11ak1np: of EuroP!a. p . 27 . 

29~.J p . 185 . 

, .. ... .. . 
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of an lndlvlduo lt s~blHty t o ohang e t he 
~ 

coun::e of 

h istory , b eca us e it was t hroUFh Ca esa r t ha t Creco- Roman 

c1viliza ti on vm s aprea.d t o We stern Europ e: c nd prevented 

l~ur op e from b ec oming F~8:s tern in it s orient.'> ti n . 30 

The e r entn es s of Oees.9.. r ' s a.nd S t . I3on l:rc.ces 

oeh l evements in h i s t or y i s I\ttrib uted to c.uv.l:H lo s \'lh ich 

bot h men shared 1. e . stn teGllHlnsi1ip a nd or FEc nlzntt ona1 

abUl ty . 31 

Yet, D~.!,_son does not c on s i d er stu tesmen or l eas t of 

11 politicia ns t o be the mos t importnnt ag ent s in 

i 

In!luencln p; the cours e of his t or y . Th is honor he reserves 

f or t h e so lent 1 8 t~ phU osopher , or other thlnkera32 

~ or 1s it Just sp~c1flc indiv idua l s who d ecid e wh a. t 

course his t ory t @kea .i He believ e s tha t 6.11 til eD c a us e the 

ch an g e s which occur in h istory . 'dhether t h e s e chanees 

a re good: or evil d ep end s orl whethe r ooan oh oos es t o foll ow 

GOd " e \'lUl or d 1er e,t(.j rd It . The f ollow'ine quot a tion 

s uulTlwrlzGsh l s vie\'lS on t h e pe rt \'Jhich al l men pl ay in 

t he mak ine: of h i e tory= 

For t h e E re~ t cultlH"tl l chang es a nd t h e h ist or ie 
rev oluti ons t ho t decid e t he f a te of not i ons or the 

30 MaJCiDe of :r;:urope f p . 2 '7 . 

l rpid . , pp . 2 9 , 185 . 

"' 2Dypamics of 'd or l d Hi s tory , ~ . Y / 3 . 
- . . -

), .... .. ~ . 
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cna r ucte r of (a n (3£ 0 are ttl€ cumuln tive result of a 
number' of s p iri tua l ~aec""1s1on ,s l - - the fa lth a nd 
insight, or t he refusal and b lindne ss , of individua l s . 
No one can put his fineer on the ultlrnf;.te s p i r itua l 
ct "lhleh tilts the bfJl~ n!Ce 8,no makes t he ex te rnal 

order of societ y s. ssume a. mn{ for m. In t h is sense 
we may adop t Burke ' s s ay ing and assert tha t the 
pr ayer of some unlmown Chri s ti an or 80:n: £ unrecogn ized 
a nd unadm i tted ac t of s 1) irituDl surrender may chan g e 
t he .h .ee of the world . 3:S 

Other c a us es of his t ory recoenl z ed by Dtnlson es 

crucia l lnclude the invent ion of writing . the USB of 

me t a l s , and s oien t if ic d i s coveries . F ina lly , t he 

Roman and :Baby l unian !!;mp iNls a r e. cons i d ered instrumental 

c n us,es by 141" •. Daweon, s inCE! t hey were usad by God to 
";1;5 

a.chh'va His p l !'Ul for me:ok lnd • .J The f or'met' p l"'e pe. r ed 

the \U1Y f or Christianity by uniting much of the Imovltl 

world . 36 The l a t te r \/fas one of t he ln stumen t s used by 

God t o puni sh h i e chosen people wh en they did n ot f ollow 

his decraes . 37 

In an d 1sousslon of the mean i De of hiet ory and 

the a t g.r.. H ic e t'lC6' of h 1et or'1ca l ohenge, thG rema.ininE 

elements 1n Da.r-f son - s me t ah lat or y , the doctrine of tJ::lfa 

"' 30h:d s t ophe:e Dawson , !:listoria Rea l1tr 0f Ch~t§\1an 
Olllture (Ne "..r York: Harper &: Brothers , 1960 u p . 10 .• ' 

l~ Unp ublished p e r sona l memor andum by o . Da wson on 
Th e ol ogy and the s t ud y of C,b.);"ist 1an Culture given to 
John J . , Hulloy ~;UE,. ;~22, 1953 . 

,;)yp ;;;.m1c s of \; Qrld Hi story , 'p . 277 . 

36Mak1,nF of EuX' qpe , pp . 48 ... 1.~9 • . 

37Dynam 1ce ot WOt"l d fUs t ory , p . 277 • 

..... : .. 
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I OClu'o.;ttion 1n o ent1",, 1 . 38 '~hG mornlne- £:if hi ntory 19 tbu'" 

re vee led in the l:lp ipitunl development s itl his t ory 0b ove 

(t Il ~lc r.1 ;' tu.r$ , ttle l1vea ;:;,f t he! ofd .. n t s l' end t he 1.l1 otttutl cmll 

Imd t}."ftd ltioTir:tl d eve 1 ",'pmcuts of the Ga thollc chux'eh . EV' etl 

'Hit,h t.hill , hO\1eve:t' . h i;; wa rne thl:. t 'tTe will see VQry :U.t tle 

at t il e a utw"<i. fil~wn lne of hi!3 'tOl"Y -- which. 1. i) th .• 

661'lctlf .1c.:. t1..m of ra~Hlj,.,,:1nd . He chooaec the im.fC e ot no 

icaiH::rE t v llluetr<J te il1e llle ~mlne . The sGctt c.n ol tha 

i.e cheri< 'tin l oh 18 Ul1lleen. mld l a l"g Sf' i s t he sp 1j:' 1 tua l 

transformation of ilJ:"JJld,nd . 'rhe pu~t of' t he ic€Oerf! 

~lhlch i6 v1 $1.01(1 X'ep re aent ndlcat ivn e ot thlel tl"DtlEt or-

11lz'tion which OtW be p!il'r~e lved in nhtory • .ll;xo:1)plo of 

tbe ~e oUs6rv l.,ble trane.toX'mll t1on in hlatory iH>u l d b~ 

inBtituti ~nal 9UCCe gaes in 

of a Christ i an oulturG .. 39 
e Church of the e s t vb11s1:ullent 

!:h1r. l 1y , it o:Co<.A ld b e noted th!. t s ince t ,he ii:HUH11t'l .,. 

of h1etory 1s f uuna i t'} t wo of the :IJOot p l$rpl flxJ..lW 

:i1yuio r'loe in Co. t holic1.sUl -- the InC8 rfw tlon and the 

';('r in1ty ; t h e r e ",Ul ~',hmye b o an e loment 01 mys tery 

i.e 
in h1:: to!") • 

-----..,. 
j8DYnR ~.ll 1S-EL2L~l.orld nl~ t.o'''·h p . 236 . 

'"J • 

".; .. 
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1(6n will freG.u el1tly j ud( e e, (! cnt€mpor~ ry by ask ing 

t he QUEs ti on ! l1 i'1 1.1l this s c hola r re t a i n his s t a t.ure 

once the era in '.1h lch he 1.1ves h3.3 pc.s SGd 1" If t his 

q u.e s tion 18 Hn swe r ed in the a ff irma tive, it is proba.b ly 

b ecu us e t h e schola r ' fA work either o onta ins a univeX'liw l 

i 

truth or tru t hs , or al oe it i s an out s t fl-nd ing contribut l on 

to his. f i € Id • 

, If t hls que3tlotl ... :are ap olied to DHwson, the answer 

to it may best b e t ound by sUIllroariz1ng t he critics ' 

conclusion s of him and t hos € of the p resent writer . 

The fj.rs t of t h 6 s e cOl'lclu.si\)ns c onc erns the 

uthor ' 8 at:/ le . ~ath t h e exception of t h e a uthor ' s use 

of the term flroli g i on" and "c ultural! ment1 0ned ab ove , 

the critice have been a lmos t un animoue in a,cc 18 tmi!l~ 

t·he cl<;ritv of Da 'i'i son ' s ,:rritings . l rihBthe r it is t h e 

expl a.na,tl on of an i d ea. or a. differen t civiliza t ion , 

the descrip tion of an ag .e , or' t h e coord inn ticn of 

va ri ous b r anch e s of knowl edge, he is rep ea ted 1y p r a 196<1 

l See aDo~e pp . 56- 57 . 

"':":," 
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for t h i s tlSpGct of. hIS tyl.e . 2 The' re(f/Hm !'or t h is 

c lear s t yle r anc e :from hia a v oi dano e of .1 tlrgon3 to h i s 

us e of meoh tan tca l d evlc.ea sucb as chronolO€ioal 

t ables , slretch wa;pa f and 1l1U$tra ti on s . 4 

Cl tlr1ty of s t y le , h CM 6va;t' . is only one ().sP!&ot of 

Dawson ' s style p r n hed bycritio s " iHs c orH,~ 1fHnHwe i s 

another cha r a.cterl et1c uy on \lh1.ch many critics r1fhtl y 

} r1 eof f.:rQY a r'uun ; QQ . c i t .; p . 26 . 

i 

14He J'S'ch.el [h' lck el). , Revh,,! Of~;~ " 01 t og g~§i bY' 
Ch:d.a t.<Jpher Il9.ws otl t t~orth f.!d:ne rtc~n Rivl§w. LXXI "ilepterober" 
1928 ) , p . 6 . i:gpd on '1'1me:s Lttaror ¥ §yppiem~Pt . Revte"lol 
ot ,'-',f e of t he GOd!! , by Cbr1st ophef' Dawson , June 28 . 1928) . 
p . 478 . N'ew ~tf;. te8!llnn em(l N,t1fth Re'View at , Il8 ft ot: t he OOd s , 
by Chr i stopher Dsw$ Ol) , XXXI M~y 12 . 1928}, p . 16611 
E. I . ,;/e t k ln , Commonweal , ··Cttr1stophsr D~Vlaon tl . xv:n:r 
{October 27 , 1953} , p . 60,( . 

." : 
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c omment f a v Or ably . S 'their admlre, t1on 1s prompted by hi ,s 

cloee '!"knt t t hought as l{ell as his p r ose . 6, 'ntiS' coneisoes s 

of s t yle, hm'f ever , should not lead one t o expec t a. cold 

encyclopa ed 1c trea t ment of hi ,s t ory . On the contr FH'Y this 

hi s t or1an he s b een l a luded El'S a a t i mule tlog wrlter7 and 

an ou t s t a nd l ng lite r a r y ~l !'tist8 who " •.• tu rns cold 

abatra ctlon e into h uman res lit1es . ,,9 

~Harry E. Barnes , '.2l2 ' spit ., p . 78 .- Hersch'el 
Brick ell ; £l?. cit .. J p . 6 . V. Gordo,n Chlld e , Review ot 
Af e of 't he GOd~ , by Ohr i s t opher Dawson , An tio u:l.tx , II 
(Decembe r " 192~)\ , p . 485 . Jus tu s' La\'d er, ' Re,view of the 
Cri '- 0 ' If , t n ;1 u.o tlon , by Ohr1atophEH' Daw son. 
'l'heolop: 10 a,1 St ud fe s, , XX I I September , '196l} , p . 504 . 
Phyllis 'A. O' Ca llagh an , Re,vlel$ of DYna mic s of 'w orl d Histgry, 
by Ohr istopher Davis on , AlIlri:oan OR hol le ~"oolo1 os< leal . 
Review, XV!.Il (Ootober, 1957 ' , ' p o 251. Nati on a nd At p,ena eum, 
Review of A~ e ot .the Gods , by Christopher Daws on , XLIII 
(Hay 5 . 192 ) ; p . 148 . Ifew ~tB,te8lDn a dl'A'tl on, Revlew 
of Ag e of 't he Gods , by Christ opher Dtrwson , XX I )~ay 12, 1 928 ), 
p . 16. . 

6Rarry E. Ba:rne s , .Qll. (lit ., p . 78 . Ge rva.s e l--ia tthevl ,. O. P . , 
Review of DYpa mics ot . ldorld Hi /.tt-oU, by Christ opher Daws on , 
El ackf.r1a rSl , XXXIX (Aprll , 1958) " p . 231 . l'hyll1a A. 
,, ' Callagh an. Rev1ew of Dynam,tes ot l<forld tl l s tory ., by 
Chrts t opher Da w$on, ,QQ . olt~t 1' . 251 . Arthur' T . Sheeha n . 
Review of Underet H' d i n Eu 'o' a , by Chri s topher Da\-fs on " 
!nteerlty, VI! December , 1952 ), p . 45 . E. I. \Ja t kln , 
OD . 0 1. t., p . 607 . 

7Da v1d Arthur, RGvlev. of tJnd e'r s t l'lodlngEurope, by 
Chri s t opher Daws on , Ave l<1nria , LXXVII (May 9, 1953) " p . 603 . 
Harry E. Ba rn es . Qg . cit ., p . 'r7. Lond on T m 8 ; Review 
of Med,1ey t::l l ,Re l i g i op, by Christ opher Dawson , Sep tember 6 , 1934} , 
p . 596 . 

8 E_ 1. I'la tk '1n, .Q.j2 . o,lt., p . 607 . 

9V . Gordon ChUd a, Review of A~ e of t he G·o s , by Chris t opher 
Daws on, Ant i qui ty, II (Dec embtll:' , 1928 ' , p . 485 . LoOd2n 
~s Ll tera ry :eup plement, (,Sep tember 6, 1934), p . 596 . 

~ '.:" ::. 
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One fina l ft.sp eot ot Da.\'laon · ~ a~yle is ou.t-st and 1ne 

in t he esttm~tl on of h1a critics . a an ao{1l.yt1onl 

b 1e t oria.n one! a c r lt:l.c: of fell oti hl$tor1~ln s , hG wi ll ,Pil es 

Judg em.en t on them. z e't , h ie orl t tc s n ote t ha t h.e te r tl 1r 

imd cb,a .rlt abl e \'1hen engaged 1n s uoh wr1tings . Geoff rey 

Br uun '1s psrtloul~,rly e tru.ok by t h is aspee t ot h is stylEh
l O 

No d outit 'Dawson 19 j us tly p l eased by t he er1tlc ' s 

c omment s on h l sst yl e , but he 1s p r obably even :nore 
11 tbanlt! u1 f or t h eir p r a ise of hls me t h od . It 1s tn 

tt'~ la ar ea th(;, t t ue author ba9 mad e one of his Illost , l ast1ng 

oon t r i but ions t o h1 s tor1oer aphl . Tlle b Ase cf any 

h 1. s t 'orloa l meth od . lt haa b eet! notad , mus t b e d ep endable 

f actual r eeea r ch . De,v/son ' s r e spect f or t h is tenet and 

his ob jGc t l o.nsto iiJcth oos wh1ah i gnore t,hle ha ve .£:I,l1"eo<1,1 
l ? 

been fl oted . - One of t he m00t Qutatll,nd lng aspect s of 

the author ' 6 f 8,o t Ulf.l. l Im.l.te r b l h t t a v olume . Nume rous 

10,1e'w:¥ort:Umej Bool'LfieYl'£,w. /i,ct l og., Oeof trey Br uun" 
Rev h w of )dynp,mtO'.r Of 'W Qt~a lti ljt or.x . bY Chr i s t opher Da\.;s (,m , 
(J anu~1":l 25 , 19.)9 , p . 2 · . 

111D t h1s );'c51.u-d s ee : Ha rry 11 .. B~ll rn es f £2. c U • • p . 78 . 
K. Musu.r1.l10, sm. .. C),it., ~h 232 . v. Gord on Ch lld e" .QQ . c tt •• 
p . 485 . 

12See above ,p . 58 . 

,. : ..... ~ .. 
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oritics fUld t h1s f aotua l da ta. s t aP'E'Err1.ng . 13 It 1.6 not 

Gurpr1al1'1E, howe ver, tha t $0 much knowledse ahoulo be 

f ound 1n his'({1"1tineS\ihea en e reoalls that from h16 youth , 

OalN,£)on has: tll waye devoured b ooks witn an in s !J tiabl 'e 

.ppetlte . 14 .A t tho Gt'UilG U.mo, houever, due to hie 

Jud€ Gment of wha t 16 s 1![n 1.flcnnt and wha t 1a not , he is , 

n ot an ellcyolopaed i ,a of 1' e,ota . For t his sb ility h.e 

deserves tl'le li1€best oongrad ulat. i otlB and has r eoeived 

them f rom numerous :rev!awex' ts t 1 Tbe most ~n otable of 

these reV1(:n1er's , 1\1000.$ HuxleY t ad:nil~es ills COlUlll!),nd 1n 

th1:m Area fmC!. a lmilal"evo lllo t,lone a. re v 010ed 1n th'G 

l,onl1.on :t imes> Lit};trpry ,Supplamept which deocribes b is 

resc lll, rch, as unqueet1onsbl.e . 10 Ther-e is one l.n s t :!.mce , 

howev6.r , \:/htlCl Pawson ' s t acts ii\r e qus s t1. oned t or t heir 

"':~ :.". 
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accuraoy . t comes from Justus Lawler who rJresan tly 

teilil-che~ educ~Jt1on a t St. . Xl[l vt er Colleg .e 1n Ohicllf;' O. 

l~wler n otes thHt in wr1ttne ot educa ti on to Amerloll,., 

17 Duwson l isted t wo wrong dntee . I\lSO, in c ittng 

i 
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sociolog io1ll 1 s tudy of Catholtoism in l'l.m61'icH , Dflws on 

deecribes l.t FaG the first suoh s ex-l ous et udy mad e . Lawler 

na.mes s t ud 1ee ¥lhtch Dute- d tl te a .1S The s e error e of f aot , 

hO~'1 ever , a re the exc eptlon r a ther thaI') the rule and t.hough 

unfortunot e <'1.0 not detra ct. oon~td(;r$bly trom Dt;lWB On ' 

e t fl ture as a b r illiant h1et or1enl syntheaht who dea l s wlth. 

a moun t~ in oua smount of d~ta . 

i'lOre OVal" , the va lue of hie met hod doee. not reside 

ttl o ollect1nS' and n a. rr~t1ne: t n-ota . It is in hls abllity 

t o lm a lyz:e this f a ctua l illBtar i a l ·th~ t critics see outst and ing 

~cb levawent 8 i n hl~ h1 8torle~ . 19 The found a tion at t h i s 

.!l na l yaia i t! found if! pOB11;) ~ b s sie problema , eea l'chln j! ! or 

ult1lll11te causes , (:lsk l ng question e , and rejeotlne wr >:tng 

ocnc l ue l cns . 20 In thi s tll~Hln6 r he p enet ):'BtUI';l to the ees enc e _ ... '- ----.... 
17 JUl:rtua Luwl er. Rev1 ew of :;::;C+=~:.=..:,..;;.;......:.~~~~=.:~~~ 

by Chr1. ot opher Dawson . Theolo&ic() 
1961) , p . 50, . . 

18J'uatus La'i1er • .Rev1G\~ cf gr 1.d~ of Weetern f.d ucf".t1Q!h 
by Chrla t oph~r Dawson, HarvMrct F.duc Pltl on .Review, X.Kxr ' , 
( Spl' 1ng , 1962 ) ~ p . 215 . " . 

. 'j"' ...... vu ft""";!.'" :-'~1'9E':" kJ ¥ ... ·..,k·,- """'''''Cta ' Review of F[2er!UH~ 

of 
j'ftot'l frn 

'.,,".:" . 



93; i 

of a culture , 1den or era . F or this approach he h an been 

'"pp11:1ud ed by numeroua revhwe r s . 21 

Equally tmpor t r.m t t o h i s met hod , 1f not :aore it11porttm t , 

lis h i e ability and w1l1lngo62B t o inoo rote otbtlr 

braXlcbee of kno\>!lede e into hie hhtorica l stud ies . He 

hae b een recognized for his k n olfJlede G of aroheoloey ~~2 

anth ropology , soc1 01ot!Y , PSyc:hology , 23 Ittera.ture ., a rt , 

compa rlt1ve relig ion, philosophy , and t,h e oloey . 24 Indeed 

m~my revie\vere ha ve been pertlcula rly en thue1n Bt ic about 

swe en ' Q competence and ocntrlbut10'tle 1n some of theo'e 

d le~lp1 1nes . v. Go~on ahUd e tOl" example in commentlng 

on t he historian t s g r s. s p of arche olo€,y 89 r evea. led in the 

,,(£e of t he Gode tlot -e s . 

s t h e ~mthor' of spec1n ltst e At eys , I nxnre ab~3y s 
hopad t ha t someone ~<1th \Ilor e £HDp ls leisure fma a 'W i de r 
v ts i,op would l"o- ocsemble the dry botH:o served u~ by 
my s elf a nd \.l t he r s , atld "ll.th the lfl1d of k i n dred 
solencss , re"animo.te the :fra:ue' of prehlstcrl0 humo.n1ty . 
Tho bOt)k bef ore ue 16 the. moat $uocea.sful aftort 
10 thr~t d i rect i on tha t ! l\~P1G come ~ oroel'le 2 ;) 

~--------------~--~---~,------~--------------.~--~--~--~~--------~~ 

'''2 .-:. Earr y E. Burries , ,Ql2. cit ., p . 77 . v. Goroon Chl1d e , 
on o. ill., p . 485 . 

'J ' 
<;:5 Ib ~O •• p . L~8 :5 . 

4J • Doft ey , RG'v lsvl of D , amloe of 1fQr d ¥-UdJ:tQr',y , by 
ehrlst opher D~ws on ; 'l'horol s t , ;DCrJ'tmutU'Y , -~ <~ '" , 
H. tlu9urtllo, ~. "it .. ; p . 232 , • 

. 5v• Gordon Ch ilde,. sm.. cl t ., p . l~85 . 
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In like manner the ll uthpr ' a c ontr1butiotls 'to l1tera t ure 

h UVE! a l eo been d saerve{Uy I Gud ed . Crit ic s 1n thiEi fl r ea 

are thankful f Of' h1.s Ol10 1Y916 of t h e effects of Mo~dElm 

literature on the l1tet' () t ulre of '!1 <za t~rn Eu.rope part .1:cul orly 

Eur.opean c ,eur-t ly l o .\t($ poatlJ'y26 - .. () od his 9 UCC6 :~ e ' UI 

expl a ining the 800 .1 !.1 1 !fOa p'ol lt1oa l 1d ea lfl rOland in 

cb,§o§Ot19 QJt f § e:t ~h2' 

HOh'cver; o."lE! of t he mos t l a udfj tory Elvalua tions of 

DO ~lacn ' a ua~, of ot he r d1,scl'p 11n~a comes trom Fo ttler H. 

Muau r1110 of F'o:l:'dnam Un.lverslty ~~ho c ontros ted h1m wlth 

s t . .'!'hOmD13 ll.q·u1na,5 ""$ho d ••• 0 1(1. uot hovato OOI)'lllWind 60 

wi d e f),nd d iverltGct 0 l\nm~lGde: Q H aa doee the h i eto!' l a D 

'l na. 1Yzed hGre . 28 1~or h s uch hleh u.f1 11ber trll l s~ e iven 

only 1n Ca t hcUc J ollr ne ls . In the tl!p el· ~c a.n Utstorlcal 

'4!aYiC") no lees than Ha rry Elmer Bar nes pr nis!?,d D!l\1ElotJ in 

th1s re£ ~n\~ by del3or1b 1rl€ h1m 05 the biatori(m wi'lo (;ome .S 

cloHest bo bains the i d e"" l h 2.et orhn envia i on ed b. 

J o mes: flm"vGY Robinson Jr . in hh book the liSP'l Hl stoPl . 29 

'fhie same tone is Fl.f.*e, 1.tl used by th~ erit t ea. when they 

.. ------~--~--~----~----~--~--------~----------~~----~--------~--~----~-.~ 

27Lond Of') '; 1me o L1.tfr:pry $unp:\!llment, REtv1/ilw ot' ~~ S1.l1.E't.9D 
ADd ttUi . H1efj of i{$;i§ j;r ~ rD Q1Jl !i ~tte" by Chr i s toph.er Dawson, 
( ~prH 7 , 1950 ) , p ,. 7 . 

28H• HUBU1"1l1o, .QJ2. . pH os p . 234 . 

29u . '" e it . '77 u31'ry iI.. . vi, I',ll e s , Bll. SL-., p . . .. 

;" :" ':: ' 
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aV'aluu te Dawson ' :; lmow l edp: e of <)t he );' oultul'68 . In 

.<;ldd 1t1·.)n t o tho prr~ 1B G ment ion ed above for his knmd ede e 

of !slamifiZl , he nflS also b een l a ud ed t or t he und er~ta,ndlng 

he f ive s, tO i~ eBte .t"n l'ead (}ra conoern1ng ~a8tem clV11 1z Gt i on n . 3 

H1s o'tm UJ:)de r s t f,md inE for ou,l ttlX'es which a re not ',leetern 

hoa v, leo b6enn ot ed by DumerOtlS o!"1t1c t3 . 31 

:llth such G d l'lTersif ted approach t o history one' 

·~ ltht (l Ue s t ton whether thi7re 18 un t ty 1n t h e author ' 9 

\lorlu . Untty , hC)l; evoX" t h no probl em '.dth "0 ,wI30n . By 

u e 1.11e rellgi on toexpl a1n a c ulture , he r do1rflb ly 1'lJ!1't intn 1nn 

ootl9 i s tcnco in h l s \1 r1tlnrs • . \11 t h t hin t hcDie , thBt 

to under $tnnd " culture one mUst und.er st tHld til"! t culture ' s 

re l1r: lon , Dm .. s oncan l"tlPEEl t n:J:' nnd '<fide in seeltine Sell-t rees 

t o sUbst an t i a te t t11a be lief and IlEv- tn h e is app l a u..h;d 

for t h e menllO):, In ,,h1<l h 1".\(3' c onducts h, 1::; reeeH rc h . 

Hov1s';{e r s a re 9,tl}I.ilZC.tl li t b.l a ro icroaOOi) 1.o e ttlcly of l1l~tory 

\1111eh c a UBoa s. mount$ :tn of souroe s to be used . 32 lI t 

'lLD a 1 f o.AI . . , t . '-'1' 4 c: - ~ ~~ ... tb t , o - (:\ £J r\'i , ~ . Q.:.... • • p . ~ e ",~V ·. E \;;1 ,'.S", .€W , • • . r' ., 
.2Il. clt ., p . 78 . J .• 1'.cSol~ley , £me ill., p . 247 . 

H. 1'on.sor , . .9Q . cit . , p . 19 S. 

l .. : .. :: -
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the Stlme t1ro~ the or1 t10 s aecla 10m the s e eOUl'cas f ,or heine 

sc1:lo1flrly. fluthor-lts tlvG,. and up- to- et nte . 33 . 'fhe a uthor 

hlrnself 1s pr~ ised pert'Loula rly f or the cm.rtlouanes$ ot 

his l'asenl"ch . 

Ue 10 even wore oa utl cu9 1n hie me t ahiAtOI"Y . m!l .1nt~ 1n 1oc 

thot & .'},y g enero Uze.ti on o.bout hLstol:>y mUl)t b~ root ed tn 

the f neta uncovered 1.n ~au twrch ond thet thla must bo 

resenrch ooncsrnil'lE both the materia l and oplr1 tu;},l 

{rotors in hl stQry ~ 'ZOo htl!) tl':~e error of c .'l llil1E nIl ma tter 

evil and negllifibl<! i. s fl.S mlsg utd: tne as aay 1ng t hat it 

18 qn ly the ma tor 1.al f a ct,ore w1'l'l ch determine· history .. 

Dnwson vlGws tteJ;' CIDf! i e.ctol' 1n h1lltO~y . but hi 

compl.ete view is that ;]'wtari.& otora, msn~G fre$ will, 

~nd God ' s Divine i' rovldaooe a ec(}utrt t or e.l l h i s tory . Thue , 

due to thts comb 1natlcn of hctors ... - pn rt,1clll~ 1~l.y th 

lA Ht tva -- be bel t eT tht1. t p t'€I.'Hctlt1F by I.v.? inc t'~l st ory . 

i s 1mpoae ibl0 . For t hB!": C '''iowa he hel} rec1vsd "r i d e ~tld 

v ul"ied t.'1oo1virll t nnd tt w111 probnbly bs :f '()l:" t h is hal !Oi1oea 

.' :''V. CCNOl, Cbilcc ~ m .. Ii)"t •• p . 40::. . kon4el1 Tlwlle 
L1 tct" Pil ~~U1')r)l~ment . Rov1ew of Med 1;f.w~< l FSM.'lte , by 
Chr 1etoi.'her Om/ooll ,. (Jllnur. ry 1:; , 19:;4, . lJ . 39 . J . t.lc$o:r'ley . 
P",. cHi • • J) . '2A7 . Natlgn .un d A 't-rttm l!'.i r.um ~ ~.') . (l it ., 
-:- 148 . - - ... 

;" :~ :.' . 



view of t he emt ritue l l;tnd ID '' to:t''101 tactors in history 

t .he.t 1)ow son will l na t . )lt 

£' . B ~l n'HH5 • 0 -) • c t t ~ .. ;). 77 . _, . 
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