
STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS 

by Governor Tommy G. Thompson 

January 25, 1989 

introduction 
------------- 

MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME COURT, LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR MCCALLUM, PRESIDENT 
RISSER, SPEAKER LOFTUS, ELECTED STATE OFFICE HOLDERS, MEMBERS OF THE 
CABINET, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, AND FELLOW WISCONSINITES. 

WISCONSIN HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR ALICE E. SMITH ONCE OBSERVED THAT THE 
PEOPLE OF WISCONSIN ARE SOMETHING OF AN ENIGMA. 

"THROUGH THE YEARS THEY HAVE SUSTAINED A REMARKABLY COHESIVE SOCIETY," 
SHE WROTE, "DESPITE THE UNUSAL DIVERSITY OF THEIR CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC 
INTERESTS. 

"THEY HAVE TAKEN PRIDE IN THE STABILITY OF THEIR INSTITUTIONS, EVEN AS 
THEY HAVE MADE WISCONSIN A LABORATORY TO TEST THE NEW AND THE UNTRIED. 

"THEY HAVE BUILT WELL, FOR THE FUTURE AS WELL AS FOR THE PRESENT." 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, ALICE SMITH KNEW WHAT SHE WAS TALKING ABOUT. 

AND THE TRADITIONS THAT MADE WISCONSIN GREAT THROUGH THE YEARS ARE 
CONTINUING TODAY. 

DURING THE LAST TWO YEARS, WORKING TOGETHER, AS THE "COHESIVE SOCIETY" 
MRS. SMITH WROTE OF, WE HAVE TRIED NEW APPROACHES ... AND ... WE HAVE 
BUILT WELL FOR THE FUTURE AS WELL AS FOR THE PRESENT. 

TOGETHER, WE HAVE DARED TO LIVE UP TO THE EXPECTATIONS OF GREATNESS THAT 
OUR FOREFATHERS HAD ENVISIONED. 

AND WE HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL! 

OUR PARTNERSHIPS ARE STRONG: LABOR AND MANAGEMENT ... LOCAL AND STATE 
OFFICIALS ... BUSINESS LEADERS AND EDUCATORS. 

AND OUR RECORD OF ACCOMPLISHMENT IS IMPRESSIVE! 
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the "state" of: the economy & jobs 

WE HAVE REBUILT THE WISCONSIN ECONOMY TO BECOME THE ENVY OF THE MIDWEST, 
AND THE CHARGING THOROUGHBRED OF THE NATION. 

OUR TAX POLICIES HAVE WORKED. AND OUR VISION TO MOVE WISCONSIN "FORWARD" 
HAS PRODUCED SPARKLING RESULTS. 

BY VIRTUALLY EVERY ECONOMIC INDICATOR, WISCONSIN MOVED FORWARD ... AND, 
AT A RECORD SETTING PACE. 

-- NOT SINCE WORLD WAR II HAS WISCONSIN RECORDED A TWO-YEAR PERIOD OF 
JOBS GROWTH AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY LIKE THAT OF 1987 AND 1988. 

-- IN THE LAST TWO YEARS WE HAVE ADDED MORE PEOPLE TO THE WORKPLACE THAN 
THE ENTIRE POPULATION OF MADISON. MORE THAN 200,000 NEW WORKERS ... OUR 
LARGEST SEASONALLY-ADJUSTED WORKFORCE IN STATE HISTORY. 

-- WE'VE DRIVEN UNEMPLOYMENT TO A RECORD LOW ... ALL THE WAY DOWN TO 
NOVEMBER'S 15-YEAR LOW OF 4.0 PERCENT. 

AND I AM PLEASED, AT THIS TIME, TO ANNOUNCE THAT DECEMBER'S UNEMPLOYMENT 
INFORMATION HAS JUST BEEN TABULATED ... 

... AND THE NEWS IS EVEN BETTER.  IN DECEMBER, THE STATEWIDE JOBLESS RATE 
FELL TO 3.8 PERCENT -- THE LOWEST UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURE, IN WISCONSIN, 
SINCE APRIL OF 1970! 

-- LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IN THE LAST TWO YEARS WE HAVE CREATED 48,000 NEW 
JOBS IN OUR MANUFACTURING SECTOR. ONLY CALIFORNIA, WITH FIVE TIMES THE 
POPULATION, CREATED MANUFACTURING JOBS AT A FASTER PACE. 

-- WE'VE ALSO ADDED 51,000 WHOLESALE AND RETAIL POSITIONS ... AND 38,000 
SERVICE JOBS. 

-- OUR BUSINESS CLIMATE IS POSITIVE. WE'RE SEEING RENEWED OPTIMISM ON THE 
LOADING DOCKS, AND CONFIDENCE ABOUT THE FUTURE IN THE BOARD ROOMS. 

LAST YEAR, THAT CONFIDENCE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN MORE EVIDENT AS 
CONSTRUCTION BOOMED ACROSS THE STATE. A RECORD $4.6 BILLION. NEW HOMES 
... NEW SHOPPING CENTERS ... NEW MANUFACTURING PLANTS! 

LEESON ELECTRIC MOTORS IN BLACK RIVER FALLS. GATEWAY FOODS IN SUPERIOR 
... PERRY PRINTING IN WATERLOO ... MIDLAND STEEL IN JANESVILLE ... ASHLEY 
FURNITURE IN ARCADIA. 

-- WE RECORDED NEARLY 6,400 NEW BUSINESS STARTUPS LAST YEAR, AND WE 
MAINTAINED THE DISTINCTION OF HAVING ONE OF THE NATION'S BEST NEW 
BUSINESS "SUCCESS RATES." 
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-- PAPER MILLS IN WISCONSIN EXPERIENCED YET ANOTHER RECORD YEAR. WE'VE 
BEEN THE NATION'S TOP PRODUCER OF PAPER PRODUCTS SINCE 1953, AND WITH 
CONTINUED EXPANSION WE WILL REMAIN "NUMBER ONE!" 

I AM PLEASED TO REPORT THAT OUR MILLS WILL BE INVESTING MORE THAN $890 
MILLION TO DO EXACTLY THAT ... EXPAND AND GROW ... DURING THE NEXT TWO 
YEARS. 

BUT WHILE WE RANK NUMBER ONE IN PAPER PRODUCTS, WISCONSIN'S POSITION IN 
PULPING IS 15th ... 

... AND THAT IS WHY I HAVE ASKED THE GOVERNOR'S COUNCIL ON FORESTRY AND 
THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO CONDUCT A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY THAT 
WILL LEAD TO THE SITING OF A NEW, OR EXPANDED, PULP MILL IN THE STATE. 

ALL ACROSS OUR ECONOMY, WE'RE MOVING, WE'RE GROWING, WE'RE EXPANDING. AND 
THE JOBS WE HAVE CREATED ARE GOOD JOBS WITH A SECURE FUTURE. 

GONE ARE THE DAYS OF BILLBOARDS URGING BUSINESSES TO "MOVE TO ILLINOIS, 
THE LAND OF BETTER BUSINESS." 

GONE ARE THE DAYS OF BUSINESS LEADERS BEMOANING WISCONSIN'S "ANTI-
BUSINESS ATTITUDE AND BUREAUCRATIC INTERFERENCE." 

AND GONE ARE THE DAYS OF THE ESCAPE FROM WISCONSIN ADS IN THE WALL STREET 
JOURNAL. 

TODAY, OUR ECONOMY IS STRONG ... 

... AN ECONOMY SO STRONG THAT KIMBERLY CLARK HAS INVESTED MILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS IN THREE MAJOR EXPANSIONS DURING THE PAST TWO YEARS, AND COMPANY 
CHAIRMAN DARWIN SMITH IS CALLING WISCONSIN A GREAT PLACE TO DO BUSINESS 
AND CREATE JOBS. 

... AN ECONOMY SO STRONG THAT OSHKOSH FURNITURE MANUFACTURER JOHN 
BUCKSTAFF IS NOW EXPANDING HIS BUSINESS AND REINVESTING IN WISCONSIN'S 
PROMISING FUTURE. 

... AN ECONOMY SO STRONG THAT GENERAL MOTORS CHAIRMAN ROGER SMITH 
RECENTLY DECLARED THAT WISCONSIN IS "ONE OF THE BEST PLACES IN THE 
COUNTRY TO DO BUSINESS. IF ALL THE STATES WERE LIKE WISCONSIN, IT WOULD 
BE BETTER FOR THE COUNTRY ... AND OUR CARS WOULD BE CHEAPER." 

ROGER SMITH IS REPRESENTED HERE TODAY BY DON PENSON, G.M.'s REGIONAL 
DIRECTOR OF INDUSTRY AND GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS. 
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-------------------------------- 
the "state" of: welfare reform 
-------------------------------- 

WORKING TOGETHER, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, WISCONSIN HAS RECORDED A NUMBER 
OF OTHER IMPRESSIVE SUCCESSES. 

WE IMPLEMENTED A SUCCESS-ORIENTED WELFARE REFORM PROGRAM THAT HAS QUICKLY 
BECOME THE MODEL FOR NATIONAL LEGISLATION. 

WITHOUT A QUESTION, THE BEST WELFARE PROGRAM IS A JOB ... 

AND IN WISCONSIN, WE ARE HELPING TO BREAK THE CHAINS OF DEPENDENCY BY 
GIVING RECIPIENTS THE SKILLS THEY NEED TO SUCCEED IN THE WORKPLACE. 

RHONDA ALF, OF EVANSILLE, WHO IS WITH US HERE TODAY, IS A BRILLIANT 
SUCCESS STORY. 

RHONDA HAD BEEN RECEIVING A.F.D.C. FOR 8 YEARS IN ORDER TO SUPPORT HER 
TWO CHILDREN. 

IN 1987, SHE ENROLLED IN THE WORK EXPERIENCE AND JOB TRAINING 
PROGRAM, IMMEDIATELY AFTER EARNING HER HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DEGREE. 
 

SHE THEN ATTENDED A ONE-YEAR SECRETARIAL PROGRAM AT BLACKHAWK TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE, AND UPON COMPLETION, WAS REFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 
SERVICES FOR AN 8-WEEK WORK EXPERIENCE ASSIGNMENT. 

RHONDA NOW HAS A GOOD-PAYING, FULLTIME JOB ... SHE IS OFF OF WELFARE ... 
AND SHE CREDITS HER SUCCESS TO WISCONSIN'S WORK EXPERIENCE AND JOB 
TRAINING PROGRAM. 

RHONDA'S FUTURE IS BRIGHT. HER CHILDREN ARE VERY PROUD OF THEIR MOTHER. 
AND TODAY, HER STORY SERVES AS AN INSPIRATION TO OTHER SINGLE MOTHERS WHO 
ARE WORKING, OR EVEN WISHING, TO LEARN A NEW SKILL, GET A JOB, AND BECOME 
SELF-SUFFICIENT. 

I WANT TO THANK SENATORS STROHL AND ENGELEITER, AND REPRESENTATIVES 
LOFTUS AND NELSEN, FOR THEIR LEADERSHIP AND BI-PARTISANSHIP IN WORKING 
WITH MY OFFICE TO SUPPORT OUR WELFARE REFORM LEGISLATION. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, ANCHORED BY OUR RENEWED ECONOMY, THERE ARE NEARLY 
45,000 FEWER A.F.D.C. RECIPIENTS IN WISCONSIN TODAY THAN IN 1986. 

OUR LEARNFARE PROGRAM IS UP AND RUNNING ... AND IT IS KEEPING STUDENTS IN 
SCHOOLS, ACCORDING TO PRINCIPALS ALL AROUND THE STATE. 

LAST WEEK IN HIS STATE OF THE STATE MESSAGE, DEMOCRAT GOVERNOR RICHARD 
CELESTE HIGHLIGHTED OHIO'S NEW "PROJECT LEARN." 
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PROJECT LEARN WILL BE ADMINISTERED BY PAUL OFFNER, A FORMER DEMOCRATIC 
STATE SENATOR FROM LA CROSSE, WHO SAYS THE PROGRAM IS A NEAR-PERFECT COPY 
OF WISCONSIN'S LEARNFARE. 

IN ADDITION TO LEARNFARE, WISCONSIN'S WORKFARE PROGRAM IS ALSO UP AND 
RUNNING, WITH ADULTS RETURNING TO THE CLASSROOMS AND JOB TRAINING SITES 
... 

... AND WE HELPED THEM GET THERE BY INCREASING STATE FUNDING FOR CHILD 
CARE BY $13 MILLION DURING THE LAST TWO YEARS.  AN INCREASE OF 169 
PERCENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN ... AND ONE OF THE GREATEST, IF NOT THE 
GREATEST TWO-YEAR PERCENTAGE INCREASE OF ANY STATE IN THE COUNTRY. 

POVERTY BREEDS POVERTY. A CHILD BORN INTO A WELFARE FAMILY VERY OFTEN 
ENDS UP ON WELFARE. A STRONG INVESTMENT IN CHILD CARE PROVIDES AN "AVENUE 
OF OPPORTUNITY" FOR SINGLE PARENTS, ESPECIALLY YOUNG MOTHERS, TO BREAK 
THE CYCLE OF DEPENDENCY ... FOR THEMSELVES, AND FOR THEIR CHILDREN. 

THEREFORE, I WILL ANNOUNCE ADDITIONAL INVESTMENTS AND INITIATIVES IN 
CHILD CARE IN MY BUDGET MESSAGE NEXT WEEK. 

 

the "state" of: kenosha/southeastern wisconsin 

LAST YEAR IN KENOSHA, WE EXPERIENCED THE SHOCK OF A MAJOR PLANT CLOSING. 

WORKING TOGETHER, THE CITY OF KENOSHA AND KENOSHA COUNTY, AND THE STATE 
WERE ABLE TO NEGOTIATE THE BEST POSSIBLE SETTLEMENT FOR CHRYSLER WORKERS. 

MAYOR PAT MORAN AND COUNTY EXECUTIVE JOHN COLLINS, BOTH OF WHOM ARE HERE 
TODAY, ARE WORKING VERY HARD FOR CHRYSLER WORKERS, AND TO BRING NEW 
VITALITY TO THE AREA. 

I WANT TO ALSO THANK SENATOR JOE ANDREA AND ALL THE KENOSHA AND RACINE-
AREA LEGISLATORS WHO OFFERED COMPASSION AND ASSISTANCE DURING THIS VERY 
TRYING PERIOD FOR SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN. 

KENOSHA DID NOT SHUT ITS DOORS WHEN CHRYSLER PULLED OUT ... IT THREW THEM 
WIDE OPEN! ... WORKING AGGRESSIVELY TO ATTRACT NEW BUSINESS AND REBUILD 
THE LOCAL ECONOMY. 

STATE GOVERNMENT IS A STRONG PARTNER IN THE RECOVERY ... PROVIDING A 
VARIETY OF PROGRAMS, GRANTS AND INCENTIVES TO CREATE NEW JOBS AND 
DIVERSIFY THE ECONOMIC BASE. 

THIS YEAR, FOR EXAMPLE, THE RUSTOLEUM COMPANY WILL ADD 200 JOBS TO THE 
AREA WITH CONSTRUCTION OF ITS NEW FACILITY IN KENOSHA'S NEW LAKEVIEW 
INDUSTRIAL PARK ... 
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... WE PLAYED A CRITICAL ROLE BY PROVIDING KENOSHA COUNTY WITH A $2.5 
MILLION GRANT TO EXTEND HIGHWAY Q FROM THE INDUSTRIAL PARK TO INTERSTATE-
94. 

WE ALSO ASSISTED IN MANU-TRONICS' DECISION TO BUILD A $2.5 MILLION PLANT 
IN THE SAME INDUSTRIAL PARK, ADDING YET ANOTHER 300 JOBS. 

AND IN RACINE, WE HELPED KEEP RAINFAIR MANUFACTURING FROM MOVING OUT OF 
WISCONSIN, BY PROVIDING A GRANT TO RETRAIN THE COMPANY'S 226 EMPLOYEES, 
AND CREATE 80 ADDITIONAL JOBS. 

BUT THAT'S NOT ALL. I WILL BE RECOMMENDING IN THE BUDGET A $2 MILLION 
GRANT TO HELP DEVELOP THE SOUTH PORT MARINA PROJECT IN KENOSHA. 

the "state" of: foreign trade 

OVERSEAS, WE EXPANDED OUR EXPORT POTENTIAL BY OPENING NEW TRADE OFFICES 

IN JAPAN AND KOREA ... 

I WANT TO THANK ALL OF OUR LEGISLATORS, FROM BOTH PARTIES, WHO TRAVELED 
WITH ME AND HELPED TO MAKE OUR TRADE MISSIONS SO VERY SUCCESSFUL. 

I AM VERY GRATEFUL TO ALL OF YOU ... SENATORS DAVIS, GEORGE, RISSER, 
RUDE, LORMAN AND ROSHELL ... AND REPRESENTATIVES CLARENBACH, HAUKE, 
LOFTUS, SCHNEIDERS, AND SCHNEIDER. 

THROUGH OUR BI-PARTISAN EFFORTS, A NUMBER OF WISCONSIN COMPANIES HAVE 
TAPPED INTO NEW MARKETS AND ARE NOW SELLING MILLIONS OF DOLLARS OF 
WISCONSIN PRODUCTS OVERSEAS. 

ONE OF THE MOST IMPRESSIVE SUCCESSES CAME SHORTLY AFTER OUR NOVEMBER 
TRADE MISSION TO ASIA.  BILL LINTON, OF MADISON'S PROMEGA CORPORATION, 
HAS SIGNED A MULTIMILLION DOLLAR AGREEMENT WITH TOYO INK OF JAPAN THAT 
WILL ADD UP TO 15 NEW JOBS HERE IN MADISON. 

I AM PLEASED TO REPORT THAT WISCONSIN HELD A $615 MILLION TRADE SURPLUS 
DURING THE FIRST 10 MONTHS OF 1988. WE ARE ONLY ONE OF EIGHT STATES 
HAVING A TRADE SURPLUS. 

AND THE FUTURE LOOKS EVEN BRIGHTER ... AS WE TURN NORTHWARD, TO CANADA, 
AND A U.S./CANADIAN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT THAT WILL REAP MILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS OF NEW EXPORTS, AND HUNDREDS OF NEW JOBS. 

 

 

the "state" of: tourism promotion 

 

WITHIN WISCONSIN, TOURISM IS CLEARLY ONE OF THE KINGPINS OF OUR ECONOMY. 
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WITH WIDESPREAD, BI-PARTISAN SUPPORT, WE HAVE INCREASED OUR INVESTMENT IN 
TOURISM PROMOTION MORE THAN FOURFOLD, INCLUDING AN EMERGENCY $2 MILLION 
SHOT-IN-THE-ARM IN EARLY 1987. 

THE BUDGET I WILL ANNOUNCE NEXT WEEK CALLS FOR OTHER NEW INVESTMENTS AND 
IDEAS TO STRENGTHEN OUR PROMOTIONAL EFFORTS. 

ACROSS OUR STATE, OUR FACILITIES ARE DRAWING RECORD CROWDS. BUSINESS SO 
STRONG IN THE DELLS AND MINOQUA/WOODRUFF THAT SHOPS AND ATTRACTIONS 
SUFFERED A SHORTAGE OF SUMMER WORKERS. 

 

the "state" of: transportation 

LAST YEAR, WE FURTHER INVESTED IN OUR FUTURE BY MAKING MAJOR 
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS IN WISCONSIN: 

-- $21.6 MILLION IN FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL FUNDS WERE INVESTED IN 
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS IN 27 WISCONSIN COMMUNITIES. 

-- $6 MILLION IN STATE FUNDS WERE INVESTED IN ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS DURING THE LAST TWO YEARS, TO HELP CREATE NEW JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
IN RICE LAKE, PRENTICE, FLORENCE, LA CROSSE, FORT ATKINSON, KENOSHA, AND 
JANESVILLE. 

-- IN AUGUST, I ANNOUNCED WISCONSIN'S TRANSPORTATION BLUEPRINT FOR THE 
FUTURE ... THE CORRIDORS 2020 PLAN ... AN AGGRESSIVE HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM THAT IDENTIFIES KEY HIGHWAY CORRIDORS WE NEED TO IMPROVE, SO THAT 
WE CAN STAY ECONOMICALLY COMPETITIVE INTO THE 21st CENTURY. 

A PRIME TARGET OF THE 2020 PROGRAM IS A NEW HIGHWAY 29, FROM EAU 
CLAIRE/CHIPPEWA FALLS TO GREEN BAY. 

WE WILL ALSO WIDEN HIGHWAY 151 FROM OSHKOSH TO DUBUQUE. 

AND TO COMPLEMENT OUR OUT-STATE INITIATIVE, I AM NOW PUTTING TOGETHER AN 
"URBAN MOBILITY" EFFORT TO ENSURE MODERN TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS FOR THE 
FUTURE OF MILWAUKEE AND OUR OTHER MAJOR CITIES. 

LAST YEAR ALSO BROUGHT GOOD NEWS TO WISCONSIN'S AIR TRAVEL INDUSTRY. 

SOON, MILWAUKEE'S GENERAL MITCHELL FIELD WILL ADD 16 NEW GATES -- AND 
EXPAND ITS PARKING SIGNIFICANTLY. WITH ITS POTENTIAL AS A SUPPLEMENTAL 
AIRPORT TO O'HARE IN CHICAGO, MITCHELL FIELD IS BECOMING A TRULY NATIONAL 
AIRPORT. 

OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH MILWAUKEE COUNTY INCLUDES A TWO-YEAR, $4 MILLION 
BUDGET REQUEST TO HELP MITCHELL MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO HANDLE ITS RAPIDLY 
INCREASING AIR TRAFFIC. 
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ANTICIPATED GROWTH AT THE AIRPORT COULD RESULT IN AS MANY AS 30,000 NEW 
JOBS IN WISCONSIN, AND AS MUCH AS AN ADDITIONAL $1.5 BILLION IN TOTAL 
ECONOMIC IMPACT TO THE STATE. 

 

 

the "state" of: agriculture 

 

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE CERTAINLY INCLUDES PAYING ATTENTION TO THE NEEDS 
OF RURAL WISCONSIN, AND OUR AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY. 

THE SUMMER OF 1988 WILL BE REMEMBERED FOR THE SERIOUS DROUGHT AND ITS 
IMPACT ON WISCONSIN AGRICULTURE. 

IN WISCONSIN, WE RESPONDED QUICKLY, AND RESPONSIBLY. 

LEGISLATION WAS FORWARDED BY BOTH PARTIES AND ADOPTED QUICKLY, AND IN A 
BI-PARTISAN FASHION. I'D LIKE TO COMMEND THE LEGISLATURE FOR ITS 
COOPERATION IN ADOPTING THE $35 MILLION DROUGHT LOAN PROGRAM, AND THE 
IMPORTANT DROUGHT TAX RELIEF MEASURE. 

I'D LIKE TO SPECIFICALLY RECOGNIZE SENATORS MOEN, RUDE AND VAN SISTINE, 
AND REPRESENTATIVES BRANCEL, GRONEMUS, HUBLER, TURBA, AND TREGONING, FOR 
THEIR EFFORTS. 

TODAY, WISCONSIN'S AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY FACES GREAT CHALLENGES. BUT WE 
ARE TURNING THE CORNER ... FARM VALUES ARE LEVELING OFF, AND FARM INCOME 
IS INCREASING. 

THESE ARE PROMISING SIGNS IN WISCONSIN, WHERE AGRICULTURE IS KEY TO OUR 
ECONOMIC SUCCESS. 

-- WE ARE PROUD OF OUR CONTINUED NATIONAL LEADERSHIP IN THE PRODUCTION OF 
CHEESE, BUTTER, GINSENG, SNAP BEANS, SWEET CORN, AND CRANBERRIES. 

-- WE ARE BLESSED WITH A UNIVERSITY RESEARCH NETWORK THAT IS SECOND TO 
NONE. 

IN THE MONTHS AHEAD, WE MUST WORK VERY HARD TO FURTHER OUR POSITION IN 
THE WORLD MARKET ... ADVANCE NEW TECHNOLOGIES ... AND PROMOTE THE 
CRITICAL LINK BETWEEN RESEARCH AND ON-FARM APPLICATION. 

I WILL INCLUDE A STRONG RURAL INITIATIVE IN MY BUDGET NEXT WEEK, AIMED AT 
FURTHER ASSISTING OUR RURAL ECONOMY.  

 

 

the "state" of: the environment: 
 

WE FACE NO GREATER REPONSIBILITY THAN PROTECTING WISCONSIN'S ENVIRONMENT, 
AND I AM PROUD OF WHAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DO. 
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1988 MARKED THE SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR THAT WISCONSIN RECEIVED TOP 
HONORS IN A NATIONAL AWARD PROGRAM SPONSORED BY THE FUND FOR RENEWABLE 
ENERGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT. 

LAST YEAR, IN WHAT IS PERHAPS OUR MOST IMPORTANT LAND ACQUISITION IN 
NEARLY 50 YEARS, THE STATE PURCHASED 6,900 ACRES OF THE CHIPPEWA FLOWAGE 
IN NORTHERN WISCONSIN. 

IN ACQUIRING THIS PORTION OF THE FLOWAGE, WE KEPT OUR PROMISE TO PRESERVE 
WISCONSIN'S UNSPOILED WILDERNESS AREAS ... NOW, AND FOR THE FUTURE. 

ALSO IN 1988, WE WORKED TOGETHER TO IMPROVE OUR STATE.AND LOCAL PARKS 

WE INVESTED $5 MILLION TO MAKE HIGH PRIORITY REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS IN 
MANY OF OUR STATE PARKS ... 

... AND TO PROVIDE FUNDS FOR LOCAL PARK DEVELOPMENT. 

IN THE PROCESS, SENATE MAJORITY LEADER JOSEPH STROHL AND I DEMONSTRATED A 
COMMITMENT ... A COMMITMENT SHARED BY BOTH SIDES OF THE AISLE, TO PROMOTE 
ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE IN WISCONSIN. 

WORKING TOGETHER, WE ALSO BEGAN A PRIVATE/PUBLIC PARTNERSHIP TO JOINTLY 
FUND THE COMPLETION OF THE ICE AGE TRAIL, AND ADD IT TO WISCONSIN'S LONG 
LIST OF NATURAL ATTRACTIONS. 

DURING LAST SUMMER'S DROUGHT, WE FACED THE MOST AGGRESSIVE ATTEMPT EVER 
TO DIVERT WATER FROM LAKE MICHIGAN. 

I STOOD UP AND I SAID "NO!" AND I CARRIED THE MESSAGE TO WASHINGTON, TO 
FEDERAL AUTHORITIES, AND TO THE PRESIDENT. AND THE DIVERSION REQUEST WAS 
REJECTED! 

AS CHAIRMAN-ELECT OF BOTH THE COUNCIL OF GREAT LAKES GOVERNORS, AND THE 
MIDWEST GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION, I PLEDGE TO YOU THAT I WILL CONTINUE TO DO 
EVERYTHING IN MY POWER TO PROTECT OUR GREAT LAKES WATERSHED. 

IN 1988, WE ALSO TOOK STEPS TO KEEP THE WATER WE HAVE IN WISCONSIN CLEAN 
AND SAFE. OUR NEW CLEAN WATER FUND PROVIDES $224 MILLION IN GRANTS TO 
ASSIST COMMUNITIES AS THEY WORK TO IMPROVE AND UPGRADE WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT FACILITIES. 

ALSO LAST YEAR, I HELD THE FIRST OF WHAT WILL BECOME SEMIANNUAL MEETINGS 
WITH MINNESOTA GOVERNOR RUDY PERPICH TO DISCUSS THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONCERNS WE SHARE ... 

GOVERNOR PERPICH AND I WILL BE INVITING THE OTHER UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER 
GOVERNORS TO MEET US IN LA CROSSE NEXT SPRING, TO FORM AN ALLIANCE THAT 
WILL WORK VERY HARD TO PROTECT THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AS AN ECONOMIC, 
RECREATIONAL, AND NATURAL TREASURE. 
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WE ALSO WORKED TOGETHER IN ADOPTING SOME OF THE NATION'S MOST STRINGENT 
RULES GOVERNING TOXIC POLLUTION OF THE AIR AND WATER. 

MY FELLOW WISCONSINITES, THE STATE OF OUR STATE IS VIBRANT! THE ECONOMY 
IS IN GOOD HANDS. WE'RE ALIVE, WE'RE MOVING, AND WE'RE BEING NOTICED! 

I APPLAUD ALL OF OUR LEGISLATORS, FOR WORKING SO VERY HARD FOR THE 
BETTERMENT OF WISCONSIN. 

AND I APPLAUD THE PEOPLE OF WISCONSIN ... OUR GREATEST ASSET, AND OUR 
TRUE STRENGTH ... 

PEOPLE WITH A DETERMINATION AND A SPIRIT TO DO THEIR BEST ... FOR ONE 
ANOTHER, AND FOR WISCONSIN. 

 

"the wisconsin spirit" 

-- THE "WISCONSIN SPIRIT" IS ALIVE IN EAU CLAIRE ... WHERE, NOT TOO MANY 
MONTHS AGO, SERIOUS LABOR/MANAGEMENT CONCERNS THREATENED TO SHUT DOWN THE 
UNIROYAL TIRE COMPANY, THE CITY'S LARGEST EMPLOYER. 

BUT THAT DIDN'T HAPPEN. WORKING TOGETHER ... THE LOCAL UNION, LED BY JACK 
ZAIS, WHO JOINS US TODAY ... AND PLANT MANAGEMENT, REPRESENTED BY GARY 
RHEINGANZ ... WORKING TOGETHER, IN A SPIRIT OF COOPERATION, AN AGREEMENT 
WAS REACHED. AND TODAY, THE PLANT REMAINS OPEN, AND THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT. 

-- THE "WISCONSIN SPIRIT" IS ALIVE IN HAYWARD ... HOME OF THE FINNISH- 
AND NORWEGIAN-BASED NORESIN COMPANY, WITH MANUFACTURING PLANTS IN SEVERAL 
COUNTRIES, AND REPRESENTED HERE TODAY BY PLANT MANAGER ERLING FINNS. 

THE NORESIN COMPANY AND THE NEW JOBS IT HAS BROUGHT TO NORTHERN WISCONSIN 
IS YET ANOTHER SUCCESS RESULTING FROM OUR OVERSEA TRADE MISSIONS.  MR. 
FINNE TRAVELED WITH OUR GROUP TO OSLO, NORWAY, WHERE HE TOLD AN AUDIENCE 
OF IMPORTANT BUSINESS LEADERS, "GOVERNOR, YOU HAVE THE BEST QUALITY OF 
WORKFORCE OF ALL OUR PLANTS AROUND THE WORLD." 

ERLING, ON BEHALF OF WISCONSIN, I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS, 
AND FOR YOUR FAITH IN WISCONSIN'S ABILITY TO GET THE JOB DONE BETTER THAN 
ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD. 

-- THE "WISCONSIN SPIRIT" IS ALSO ALIVE IN JANESVILLE ... AT THE GENERAL 
MOTORS ASSEMBLY PLANT -- ANOTHER OUTSTANDING LABOR/MANAGEMENT SUCCESS 
STORY. 

I VISITED THE PLANT LAST MONTH TO GAIN FIRSTHAND KNOWLEDGE OF WISCONSIN'S 
$9 MILLION INVESTMENT IN AN INNOVATIVE JOB TRAINING PROGRAM THAT HAS 
HELPED TO KEEP THE PLANT OPEN. 



 

Page 11 

IT IS NO SECRET THAT IN RECENT WEEKS WE HAVE BEEN TALKING WITH GM 
OFFICIALS IN DETROIT, AND WE ARE HOPEFUL OF EXPANDING PRODUCTION AT THE 
JANESVILLE PLANT IN THE FUTURE. 

LABOR AND MANAGEMENT, AND STATE GOVERNMENT ... WORKING TOGETHER ... TO 
MAKE THE JANESVILLE ASSEMBLY PLANT ONE OF THE MOST INNOVATIVE FACILITIES 
IN THE G.M. FAMILY. 

I WANT TO RECOGNIZE PLANT MANAGER MIKE SPITZLEY, AND UNION PRESIDENT 
MICHAEL O'BRIEN, FOR SUCH AN OUTSTANDING SPIRIT OF COOPERATION AND 
INNOVATION. 

-- AND THE "WISCONSIN SPIRIT" IS ALIVE IN MINERAL POINT, AND IN TOM 
SCHRAEDER, A CO-OWNER OF THE MINERAL POINT DAIRY QUEEN ... THE ONLY DAIRY 
QUEEN IN THE COUNTRY WHERE DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED WORKERS HAVE SHOWN 
THAT THEY CAN MEASURE UP, AND DO THE JOB, AND SUCCEED. AND TODAY, THEY 
COMPRISE 20 PERCENT OF TOM'S WORKFORCE. 

I ATTENDED TOM'S RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY ON THE FOURTH OF JULY, AND I HAD 
THE PRIVILEDGE OF MEETING HIS EMPLOYEES ... INCLUDING TOM'S FIRST 
EMPLOYEE, DENNIS BERG. 

ALL OF THESE PEOPLE ARE TO BE COMMENDED FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING "WISCONSIN 
SPIRIT," AND FOR WORKING TO MAKE OUR STATE AN EVEN GREATER PLACE TO LIVE 
AND WORK AND RAISE A FAMILY. 

IT'S THIS KIND OF LOVE FOR WISCONSIN, AND VISION FOR HER FUTURE THAT HAS 
BEEN OUR GUIDING FORCE OVER THE YEARS. 

keeping wisconsin moving forward, by "investing" in the future 

IN FACT, WISCONSIN HAD BEEN A STATE FOR LESS THAN ONE WEEK WHEN, ON JUNE 
5, 1848, OUR FIRST GOVERNOR, NELSON DEWEY, DELIVERED HIS FIRST MESSAGE TO 
THE NEW LEGISLATURE. 

IT WAS A MESSAGE OF WISCONSIN'S BEAUTY ... HER HARDWORKING PEOPLE ... AND 
HER POTENTIAL FOR GREATNESS. 

THE GOVERNOR BEGAN WITH THESE WORDS: "WISCONSIN POSSESSES THE PEOPLE AND 
THE NATURAL ELEMENTS, FOSTERED BY THE JUDICIOUS SYSTEM OF LEGISLATION TO 
BECOME ONE OF THE MOST PROSPEROUS STATES OF THE AMERICAN UNION." 

YOU'VE HEARD ME SAY IT A LITTLE DIFFERENTLY. 

YOU'VE HEARD ME SAY THAT "WISCONSIN IS BLESSED WITH THE PEOPLE, AND 
ABUNDANCE OF NATURAL RESOURCES, A QUALITY OF LIFE THAT IS SECOND TO NONE, 
AND A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE THAT IS UNSURPASSED. AND IF WE CONTINUE TO 
WORK VERY HARD TOGETHER, AS PARTNERS, WISCONSIN CAN BECOME THE GREATEST 
STATE IN THE NATION." 



Page 12 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, WE HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL. BUT THE JOB IS NOT 
FINISHED. 

TODAY, I CALL ON YOU TO HELP MOVE WISCONSIN FORWARD FROM SUCCESS TO 
GREATNESS. 

AND AS WE EMBARK ON THE JOURNEY OF THIS LEGISLATIVE SESSION, I ASK YOU TO 
WORK WITH ME, AS A PARTNER, IN ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF OUR STATE. 

TOGETHER, WE MUST CONTINUE TO KEEP OUR STATE ECONOMY STRONG AND 
COMPETITIVE ... BY TREATING BUSINESS AS THE VALUABLE PARTNER THAT IT IS. 

WINSTON CHURCHILL PUT IT THIS WAY: "SOME SEE PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AS A 
PREDATORY TARGET TO BE SHOT, OTHERS AS A COW TO BE MILKED, BUT FEW ARE 
THOSE WHO SEE IT AS A STURDY HORSE PULLING THE WAGON." 

DURING 1989, OUR CHALLENGE IS TWOFOLD ... 

... TO KEEP THE "WAGON" OF OUR ECONOMY MOVING FORWARD ... 

... AND TO INVEST IN OUR FUTURE: 

BY REACHING OUT TO FAMILIES AND THE ELDERLY ... BY INCREASING OUR EFFORTS 
TO HELP YOUNG MOTHERS BREAK THE CHAINS OF WELFARE DEPENDENCY ... BY 
IMPROVING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN IN 
MILWAUKEE'S INNER CITY AND WHEREVER THEY ARE FOUND ... AND BY ATTACKING 
THE MENACE OF ALCOHOL AND DRUGS 

 

investing in education: "choice" 

WHEN WE TALK ABOUT INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE ... NO ISSUE IS MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN EDUCATION. 

WISCONSIN IS BLESSED WITH ONE OF THE NATION'S VERY FINEST UNIVERSITY AND 
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION SYSTEMS ... AND OUR STUDENTS CONSISTENTLY SCORE AT 
THE TOP OF COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS. 

BUT, THERE ARE SOME PROBLEMS. 

SOME OF OUR STUDENTS, PARTICULARLY THOSE IN MILWAUKEE'S CENTRAL CITY 
NEIGHBORHOODS, ARE BEING LEFT BEHIND. 

THEY ARE NOT RECEIVING THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION THEY NEED TO ONE DAY GET 
A GOOD JOB, OR TO MAXIMIZE THEIR POTENTIAL. 
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WE MUST DO BETTER. WE CANNOT BE CONTENT WITH THE STATUS QUO, NOR CAN WE 
BE COMPLACENT WHEN WE KNOW THAT NOT ALL OF OUR CHILDREN ARE RECEIVING THE 
BEST POSSIBLE EDUCATION. 

WISCONSIN IS A LEADER ... AND IT'S TIME FOR US TO TAKE THE LEAD BY GIVING 
STUDENTS AND PARENTS A CHOICE IN EDUCATION. 

TWO WEEKS AGO AT A WHITE HOUSE WORKSHOP ON CHOICE IN EDUCATION, I 
ANNOUNCED MY PLAN TO PROVIDE OUR PARENTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO CHOOSE WHERE 
THEIR CHILDREN WILL ATTEND SCHOOL. 

THIS IS A CONCEPT THAT LAST WEEK THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR REFERRED 
TO AS "ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR AND SUCCESSFUL LOCAL EDUCATION REFORMS IN 
THE NATION." 

IT HAS THE SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT BUSH, THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTE, AND THE 
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY. 

CHOICE IN EDUCATION HAS RESULTED IN FEWER DROPOUTS, HIGHER TEST SCORES 
AND SATISFIED PARENTS, STUDENTS AND TEACHERS IN NEW YORK, MASSACHUSETTS, 
MINNESOTA AND MARYLAND. 

AND STATEWIDE CHOICE PROPOSALS ARE BEING ASSEMBLED IN MANY STATES, FROM 
CALIFORNIA TO NEW JERSEY. 

ALL OF OUR CHILDREN DESERVE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN THEIR EDUCATION, AND WE 
MUST WORK TOGETHER TO IMPLEMENT A WISCONSIN CHOICE PROGRAM ... 

CLEARLY, IT CANNOT BE DONE WITHOUT THE HELP OF THIS LEGISLATURE. 

 

investing in education: scholarships for top students 

MY BUDGET WILL INCLUDE A VERY STRONG PROGRAM FOR MAINTAINING WISCONSIN'S 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE.  IT ALSO INCLUDES NEW OPPORTUNTIES FOR OUR 
STUDENTS AND FAMILIES. 

AS A PREVIEW, I'D LIKE TO HIGHLIGHT TWO OF THESE INITIATIVES. 

BEGINNING IN 1990, THE TOP STUDENT IN EVERY PUBLIC AND PRIVATE HIGH 
SCHOOL IN THE STATE WILL BE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE FREE TUITION AT ANY 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN CAMPUS, OR VOCATIONAL CAMPUS, FOR UP TO FOUR 
YEARS. 

STUDENTS PLANNING TO ATTEND A PRIVATE COLLEGE IN WISCONSIN WOULD BE 
ELIGIBLE FOR SCHOLARSHIPS PROVIDED JOINTLY BY THE STATE AND THE COLLEGE. 
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WE HAVE SEEN FAR TOO MANY OF OUR BRIGHTEST STUDENTS GO OFF TO SCHOOLS AND 
UNIVERSITIES IN OTHER STATES. AND NOW WE'RE GOING TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT 
IT! 

investing in education: college savings bond program 

 

I AM ALSO PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE A "COLLEGE SAVINGS BOND PROGRAM" THAT WILL 
HELP FAMILIES TO BETTER AFFORD TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO COLLEGE. 

WITH THIS PROGRAM, FAMILIES WILL BE ABLE TO PURCHASE STATE-ISSUED COLLEGE 
SAVINGS BONDS FOR AS LITTLE AS $1,000, AND BEGIN SAVING FOR THEIR 
CHILDREN'S FUTURE. 

ALL INTEREST WOULD BE EXEMPT FROM FEDERAL AND STATE INCOME TAXES. 

MY PROPOSAL IS SIMPLE FOR PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND ... IT'S EASY TO 
ADMINISTER ... AND ... IT CAN ACCOMPLISH THE SAME GOALS OF A SIMILAR 
PROGRAM THAT SPEAKER LOFTUS PLANS TO INTRODUCE. 

LET'S WORK TOGETHER, IN A BI-PARTISAN FASHION, TO GET THE JOB DONE. 

BOTH OF THESE PROGRAMS ... SCHOLARSHIPS FOR OUR BRIGHTEST STUDENTS, AND A 
SAVINGS PLAN FOR ALL OUR STUDENTS ... ARE IMPORTANT INVESTMENTS IN OUR 
FAMILIES, AND IN OUR FUTURE. 

 
investing in families: winning the war on drug/alcohol abuse 
 

TODAY IN AMERICA, THE MENACE OF DRUGS AND ALCOHOL IS A PLAGUE THAT'S 
TEARING APART OUR FAMILIES, AND DESTROYING THE LIVES AND POTENTIAL OF OUR 
CHILDREN. 

WISCONSIN IS NOT IMMUNE FROM THE PROBLEM. DRUGS AND ALCOHOL ARE CAUSING 
OUR CITIZENS TO DIE PREMATURELY ... TO FAIL IN SCHOOL ... TO LOSE THEIR 
JOBS ... TO COMMIT CRIMES ... AND TO NEGLECT THEIR FAMILIES. 

ANNUALLY, ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE IS COSTING WISCONSIN MORE THAN $400 
MILLION FOR MEDICAL AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES. 

EVERY FAMILY KNOWS THE DEVASTATION THAT OCCURS WHEN SOMEONE THEY LOVE 
ABUSES ALCOHOL OR DRUGS.  IN WISCONSIN, AND ACROSS AMERICA, THE POTENTIAL 
FOR DEVASTATION WILL CONTINUE UNLESS WE ARE SUCCESSFUL IN TURNING THE 
TIDE OF ABUSE.   

TODAY, I AM ASKING FOR YOUR TOTAL COMMITMENT TO THE AWESOME CHALLENGE 
BEFORE US. DRUG ABUSE IS NOT A PARTISAN ISSUE. WE MUST WORK TOGETHER. 
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I AM GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE BI-PARTISAN OMNIBUS ALCOHOL AND 
DRUG ABUSE LAW I SIGNED LAST YEAR. 

THIS LEGISLATION IS A PRODUCT OF THE FIRST GOVERNOR'S STATEWIDE 
CONFERENCE ON ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE TO BE HELD IN OVER 18 YEARS. I WAS 
GREATLY ENCOURAGED THAT MORE THAN 500 WISCONSINITES MET HERE IN MADISON 
LAST YEAR TO REVIEW, REINFORCE AND RENEW OUR CAMPAIGN AGAINST ALCOHOL AND 
DRUG ABUSE. 

1988 ALSO MARKED THE HISTORIC BEGINNING OF THE "ALLIANCE FOR A DRUG-FREE 
WISCONSIN." ATTORNEY GENERAL DON HANAWAY, SUPERINTENDENT BERT GROVER, AND 
I JOINED TOGETHER TO DEMONSTRATE COMMITMENT AND COOPERATION, AT THE 
HIGHEST LEVEL, IN OUR CONTINUING WAR ON DRUGS. 

TODAY, I AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE APPOINTMENT OF MR. TEDD O'CONNELL, 
OF MADISON, WHO WILL BE THE ALLIANCE COORDINATOR. 

TEDD, WHO IS WITH US THIS MORNING, WILL BE WORKING WITH STUDENTS, 
EDUCATORS, PARENTS, POLICE, AND OTHER MEMBERS OF LOCAL ALLIANCES TO BRING 
MAXIMUM EXPOSURE, COORDINATION, AND PUBLICITY TO OUR EDUCATION, 
PREVENTION, AND INTERVENTION EFFORTS. 

investing in families: "drug-free" school zones 

I AM ALSO PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE AN AGGRESSIVE NEW PROPOSAL TO CREATE "DRUG-
FREE SCHOOL ZONES" HERE IN WISCONSIN. 

IF WE ARE GOING TO KEEP DRUGS OUT OF THE HANDS OF OUR CHILDREN ... THEN 
WE MUST GET TOUGH ON PUSHERS WHO HANG AROUND OUR SCHOOLS PEDDLING THEIR 
POISON. 

I WILL BE INTRODUCING LEGISLATION THAT MAKES POSSESSION AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF DRUGS ON, OR NEAR SCHOOL PREMISES OR A SCHOOL BUS, A MUCH MORE RISKY 
BUSINESS. 

I WILL ASK YOU TO SUPPORT A PROPOSAL CALLING FOR A MANDATORY THREE-YEAR 
MINIMUM PRISON SENTENCE FOR PERSONS CONVICTED OF DISTRIBUTING A 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE ON OR NEAR SCHOOL GROUNDS OR A SCHOOL BUS. 

NO PROBATION.  NO PAROLE. NOT UNTIL THE GUILTY PARTY HAS SERVED A MINIMUM 
THREE YEARS BEHIND BARS. 

IN ADDITION, STUDENTS AND OTHERS CONVICTED OF POSSESSING A CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE IN ONE OF THESE "DRUG-FREE ZONES" WILL BE ORDERED BY THE COURT 
TO RELINQUISH THEIR DRIVER'S LICENSE FOR SIX MONTHS, AND PERFORM 100 
HOURS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE. 

IN MY BUDGET, I WILL ALSO BE INTRODUCING A MEASURE FOR INCREASED FUNDING 
OF ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION PROGRAMS IN OUR SCHOOLS. 
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ALL OF THESE ARE IMPORTANT STEPS IN OUR WAR ON ALCOHOL AND DRUGS. 

AND HERE IN WISCONSIN, OUR ARSENAL ALSO INCLUDES EXCELLENT LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES THAT ARE GETTING TOUGHER ON USERS AND PUSHERS THAN 
EVER BEFORE. 

LAST YEAR, FROM JANUARY THROUGH JUNE, DRUG-RELATED ARRESTS IN WISCONSIN 
INCREASED BY 18 PERCENT ... AND DURING THE SAME PERIOD THE NUMBER OF 
VIOLENT CRIMES FELL BY 11 PERCENT. 

CLEARLY, THERE IS A DIRECT CORRELATION BETWEEN ILLEGAL DRUG USE AND 
CRIMINAL ACTIVITY. 

OUR STREETS ARE SAFER TODAY. AND I INTEND TO KEEP THEM THAT WAY. 

 

investing in families: housing, and the elderly  

 

WITH A DETERMINATION EQUAL TO THAT OF WINNING THE WAR ON DRUGS, WE MUST 
ALSO MEET THE CHALLENGE OF PROVIDING SAFE, AFFORDABLE, AND DECENT HOUSING 
FOR ALL OUR CITIZENS. 

TWO WEEKS AGO, I UNVEILED AN AGGRESSIVE PROPOSAL TO GET THE JOB DONE: 

-- THE "BLOCK BUILDER PROGRAM," TO HELP RESIDENTS REBUILD MILWAUKEE'S 
CENTRAL CITY NEIGHBORHOODS ... NEW AND IMPROVED, AND MORE AFFORDABLE 
RENTAL UNITS FOR LOW INCOME RESIDENTS ... PROPOSALS TO HELP YOUNG 
FAMILIES AFFORD THEIR FIRST HOME ... AND ADDITIONAL FUNDING TO DEFRAY 
OPERATING COSTS AT LOCAL SHELTERS FOR THE HOMELESS. 

I AM ALSO RECOMMENDING SUBSTANTIAL INCREASES IN AN EXISTING PROGRAM THAT 
HELPS ELDERLY RESIDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS TO STAY IN THEIR HOMES AND 
REMAIN AS INDEPENDENT AS POSSIBLE. 

THE COMMUNITY OPTIONS PROGRAM IS A COMPASSIONATE RESPONSE TO THE UNIQUE 
NEEDS OF OUR ELDERLY, WHO PREFER COMMUNITY-BASED CARE TO LONG-TERM 
INSTITUTIONAL CARE IN NURSING HOMES. 

I WILL BE ASKING FOR SUBSTANTIAL INCREASES IN COP FUNDING DURING FISCAL 
YEARS 1990 AND 1991. 

THIS INVESTMENT IN OUR ELDERLY WILL ALLOW US TO FULLY FUND OUR CURRENT 
CASELOAD ... AND ... PROVIDE AN ANNUAL INCREASE OF 1,000 NEW COP 
RECIPIENTS. 
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investing in the environment 

EARLIER, I REFLECTED ON HOW WISCONSIN HAS PROTECTED THE CHIPPEWA FLOWAGE 
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

A NEW CHALLENGE FACES US ALONG THE LOWER WISCONSIN RIVERWAY. 

THE LOWER WISCONSIN VALLEY, FROM PRAIRIE DU SAC TO PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, IS A 
SPECIAL PLACE FOR THOSE WHO LOVE THE WONDERS OF NATURE.  IT IS A RIBBON 
OF BEAUTY, WITH TOWERING, UNSPOILED BLUFFS ... FREE FLOWING WATERS ... 
ABUNDANT FISH AND WILDLIFE ... AND, IN PLACES, THE SOLITUDE OF 
WILDERNESS. 

BUT THIS SPECIAL PLACE IS ALSO A THREATENED PLACE. 

THE LOWER WISCONSIN SITS IN THE CENTER OF 17 MILLION PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE 
POTENTIAL OF LOVING THIS NATURAL TREASURE TO DEATH. 

THE LOWER WISCONSIN RIVER NEEDS PROTECTION ... 

MY BUDGET WILL RECOMMEND THE CREATION OF THE LOWER WISCONSIN RIVERWAY TO 
PROVIDE PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF THIS STATEWIDE RESOURCE. 

THIS PROPOSAL ALSO RECOMMENDS ENSURING THAT LOCAL INTERESTS -- THOSE WHO 
HAVE BEEN SUCH GOOD STEWARDS OVER THE YEARS -- HAVE CONTINUED SAY IN THE 
RIVER'S FUTURE. 

OUR ENVIRONMENT IS TRULY A TREASURE THAT DEMANDS OUR CONSTANT VIGILANCE 
AND PROTECTION. 

THIS YEAR THE MOMENTUM KEEPS BUILDING, AS WE INVEST $12 MILLION IN THE 
GREAT LAKES PROTECTION FUND. 

THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF GREAT LAKES GOVERNORS HAVE COLLECTIVELY 
PLEDGED TO WORK WITH OUR LEGISLATURES IN ESTABLISHING THIS FUND. 

THE PROTECTION FUND WILL BE A PERMANENT ENDOWMENT OF $100 MILLION THAT 
WILL BE UTILIZED IN ONGOING EFFORTS TO DEVELOP RESEARCH, NEW CLEAN UP 
TECHNOLOGIES, AND INNOVATIVE METHODS OF ADDRESSING WATER POLLUTION 
PROBLEMS. 

 
conclusion, and challenge  
 
MY FELLOW WISCONSINITES ... 

HARD WORK, AND COOPERATION, HAVE MADE WISCONSIN STRONG ONCE AGAIN. 
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PARTNERSHIPS HAVE HELPED TO BUILD A NEW MOMENTUM THAT IS MOVING OUR STATE 
FORWARD ... WITH CONFIDENCE, AND OPTIMISM, AND SUCCESS. 

TODAY, I AM ASKING YOUR SINCERE COMMITMENT TO THE CHALLENGES WE FACE 

KEEPING THE ECONOMY STRONG ... HELPING YOUNG MOTHERS BREAK THE CHAINS OF 
WELFARE DEPENDENCY ... KEEPING DRUGS OUT OF THE HANDS OF OUR CHILDREN ... 
HELPING INNER CITY FAMILIES REBUILD THEIR NEIGHBHORHOODS ... PROVIDING 
CHOICE IN EDUCATION ... MAKING THE AMERICAN DREAM MORE AFFORDABLE ... 
PROTECTING OUR FRAGILE ENVIRONMENT. 

I BELIEVE THAT WE WILL SUCCEED ... AND TOMORROW WILL BE BRIGHTER THAN 
TODAY ... FOR ALL OF WISCONSIN. 

TODAY, I PLEDGE TO YOU THAT I WILL MEET YOU IN THE MIDDLE ... AND WHEN 
NECESSARY, BEYOND THE HALFWAY POINT, TO ACCOMPLISH OUR GOALS OF INVESTING 
IN WISCONSIN'S FUTURE. 

YES, WE ARE GOING TO DISAGREE SOMETIMES. AND THERE'S NOTHING WRONG WITH 
THAT. 

THERE IS A TIME FOR PARTISAN DEBATE. 

AND WITH THE DEBATE COMES THE BEST SOLUTIONS TO OUR NEEDS AND PROBLEMS. 

BUT ALREADY THE PUNDITS HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THIS LEGISLATIVE SESSION WILL 
BE STONEWALLED BY POLITICS. 

THEY ARE WRONG. 

IT IS MY HOPE, AND MY DESIRE, THAT TOGETHER WE CAN CARRY THE TORCH OF 
WISCONSIN ACCOMPLISHMENT TO GREATER HEIGHTS IN THIS NEW YEAR. 

THEREFORE, TODAY I WOULD LIKE TO OFFER A "TOAST," AND A CHALLENGE TO EACH 
OF YOU: 

"WISCONSIN. THE ENVY OF THE MIDWEST, AND THE CHARGING THOROUGHBRED OF THE 
NATION. A PROUD, COMPASSIONATE, AND HARDWORKING PEOPLE. WORKING TOGETHER, 
MAY WE ALL DARE TO LIVE UP TO THE EXPECTATIONS OF GREATNESS THAT OUR 
FOREFATHERS ENVISIONED. AND MAY OUR VISION FOR TOMORROW BE ANCHORED IN A 
SPIRIT OF COOPERATION THAT MOVES US EVER FORWARD WITH CONFIDENCE, 
COMPASSION, AND SUCCESS." 
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LAST FRIDAY OUR NATIONAL LEADERSHIP CHANGED ... AND AS I SAT ON THE 
WESTERN STEPS OF THE CAPITOL, LOOKING DOWN THE ELLIPSE AND LISTENING TO 
OUR NEW PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS, I MADE NOTE OF HIS CONCLUDING COMMENTS: 

"SOME SEE LEADERSHIP AS HIGH DRAMA, AND THE SOUND OF TRUMPETS CALLING. 
AND SOMETIMES IT IS THAT. BUT I SEE HISTORY AS A BOOK WITH MANY PAGES -- 
AND EACH DAY WE FILL A PAGE WITH ACTS OF HOPEFULNESS AND MEANING. 

"THE NEW BREEZE BLOWS, A PAGE TURNS, THE STORY UNFOLDS. AND SO TODAY, A 
CHAPTER BEGINS: A SMALL AND STATELY STORY OF UNITY, DIVERSITY, AND 
GENEROSITY ... SHARED, AND WRITTEN TOGETHER." 

AND SO IT IS HERE IN WISCONSIN ... A NEW CHAPTER BEGINS FOR US. 

AND THOSE WHO WILL LOOK BACK TO SEE WHAT WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED THIS YEAR 
WILL JUDGE US NOT BY THE PARTISANSHIP OF OUR RHETORIC ... BUT RATHER, BY 
WHAT WE HAVE DONE TOGETHER, IN UNITY, FOR A BETTER WISCONSIN. 
 


